
 
 

Harlington School Assessment Policy - Parent and Student Guide 

A Learning Dialogue 

The aim of Harlington’s assessment policy is to facilitate student development by providing a 

framework which helps to support, extend, consolidate and widen a student’s knowledge and 

understanding. Key to this is the creation of a positive learning ethos which fosters discussions 

between students, parents and teachers. All research shows students flourish when parents and 

teachers take an active interest in their progress. We refer to these discussions as a Learning 

Dialogue. 

Home Learning & ‘The 3 P’s’ 

The aim of home learning is to foster the development of independent learning skills. Various types 

of tasks will be set, appropriate to the age and ability of students. Traditional homework of the 

‘finish and complete’ nature will occasionally be set, but at Harlington we utilise ‘The 3 P’s’. 

 Practice tasks are set to consolidate learning. This allows students to master skills and 

deepen understanding of more complex concepts. 

 Preparation tasks are set to enable students to research a topic before it is taught in the 

classroom. This allows students to be more active in classroom discussions, as well as 

applying knowledge skills and understanding during lesson time.  

 Project tasks are designed to foster curiosity and encourage a prolonged exploration of a 

topic with a range of outcomes. This allows students to develop research and analytical 

skills. 

 

 In years 7, 8 and 9 each subject will set home tasks equivalent to about 30 minutes per 

week. PE does not usually set home tasks. 

 In years 10 and 11 each subject will set home tasks equivalent to about 1 hour every week. 

 In years 12 and 13 students are expected to complete 5 hours of independent study for each 

subject per week, as well as completion of set tasks. 

Marking of Students’ Work 

Students’ work is organised and marked in a manner that promotes a learning dialogue. The exact 

nature of organisation and marking is dependent on the subject or topic being studied. However you 

can expect to see the following across all subjects: Teacher and student notes will be lightly marked 

and ungraded. Extended classwork, DIT tasks or homework will be close marked. This means errors 

will be corrected, good points will be acknowledged and, where relevant, grades will be given. At 

appropriate times suggestions for improvements to work will be included.  

Directed Improvement Tasks 

This is Harlington’s standard tool for enabling a regular teacher student learning dialogue. Known to 

staff and students as DIT’s, these are comments and activities which require a response from the 

student. DIT’s tend to vary from student to student over time and this is one way in which your child 



 
gets a personalised learning experience. When the work is next marked the teacher will 

acknowledge the response and provide appropriate feedback. There is an expectation that students 

will complete all DIT’s and as parents you will be able to see clearly in your child’s work if this is 

happening.  

Reflection Time 

To ensure students understand the written feedback provided by the teacher, when the work is 

given back they are given time in the lesson to read teacher’s comments. They can ask questions and 

the teacher may also give whole class feedback at this point. This is known by staff and students as 

Reflection Time. Reflection Time is scheduled at least once every four or five lessons. 

Reporting Student Progress  

At Harlington we believe regular discussion between parents and students aids progress, with 

Parents’ Evenings once per year. In addition, and to help you engage in a meaningful learning 

discussion with your child, they will be given regular written reports to take home. A copy of the 

report will also be placed in their diary. Reports will contain information regarding a student’s effort 

and progress. Each subject will provide a focus for improvement. 

 Students in years 7, 8 and 9 will receive a report once a term.   

 Students in years 10, 11, 12 and 13 will receive 4 reports across the academic year. Timings 

may vary slightly from year group to year group to take account of the different structures of 

exam courses. 

Roles and Responsibilities 

To help foster an effective learning dialogue teachers will; 

 Set and mark students work as appropriate 

 Set appropriate home learning tasks, DIT’s and plan Reflection Time 

 Provide regular written reports on student progress 

To help foster an effective learning dialogue students are required to; 

 Complete all set classwork and home learning tasks 

 Respond to all DIT’s and teacher feedback 

 Discuss progress with parents and teachers 

To help foster an effective learning Dialogue parents are requested to; 

 Look at the quality of work and teacher comments in your child’s books/folders 

 Regularly check your child’s diary and discuss their progress and attainment 

 Attend parent evenings 

We thank you for taking the time to read this document. We hope it will help you help your child to 

flourish and enjoy their educational experience at Harlington.   

Mr C. Whitten, Assistant Headteacher September 2015  


