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RE Policy 

 

Rationale 

 While religion is the experience and expression of a faith, Religious Education (RE) is the opportunity 

to learn about religion – what the beliefs and practice of a faith are, how a person’s way of living 

reflects the religious teachings, the similarities amongst teachings of diverse faiths, and the chance 

to develop respect for others through a better understanding of those different faiths that make up 

our society.  

RE enables challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life to be explored.  Pupils can 

think about what is right and wrong, and the consequences of such.  The delivery of this subject 

takes account of The Education Act 1996, The Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998, and The 

Education Act 2002. 

Aims 

RE aims to equip students with sufficient knowledge and understanding to appreciate some basic 

beliefs of (and the impact of these on) others, whilst developing a strong sense of self-worth and 

value.  We try to enhance a student’s spiritual, moral, cultural and social development.  As education 

develops into their mid-teens, we aim to enable student’s to make reasoned and informed 

judgments about various moral issues in life  – issues such as abortion, capital punishment, drug use, 

human rights - and be able to see how religion can play a vital role in these dilemmas for many 

people.  Through quality religious education we aim to make a valued contribution towards 

community cohesion. 

 One World – Many Faiths 

 Throughout KS3 & 4 students are taught to learn to respect and value adults and peers.  They learn 

to avoid misapprehensions and negative attitudes towards others.  Learning opportunities enable 

children to become aware of, explore and question differences in gender, ethnicity, language, 

religion and culture. 

Harlington School follows the Hillingdon Agreed Syllabus for RE. RE is a statutory, core subject, 

taught throughout Key Stages 3-5. In KS3 knowledge and understanding of the world forms the 

foundation for future work in RE.  In Key Stage 4 Christianity and Islam are studied.  Other faiths are 

covered where appropriate.  In all key stages work is assessed on the teacher’s knowledge of 

individual pupils and recorded appropriately. Pupils receive their entitlement for RE of one period 

per week, though in KS4 this can changes to two periods, so to allow quality learning, coverage of 

the GCSE units of work and incorporate excellence and enjoyment principles. 

  

 In Key stage 3 the key focus to this curriculum offered by Harlington School is that pupils learn 

through a “concept based” approach to learning.  By this method, pupils generally begin learning 
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through a common experience that all can relate to.  This is then placed into a general religious 

context, and finally to a specific religious context.  An example of this would be: –1) Journeys – 

Pilgrimages - Hajj or Lourdes, 2) Heroes – Religious leaders – Jesus or Muhammad pbuh.  

 Curriculum/Implementation 

 Skills – Through teaching the subject we try to develop skills of communication, enquiry, 

investigation, and expression.  Pupils are encouraged to work with others, improve their own 

learning, develop empathy, apply their learning, use creative thinking, and evaluate what they, and 

others, think, believe or do.  We try to foster an open mind approach while giving much respect for 

individual rights to own beliefs.  Students are encouraged to appreciate our world and the work of 

individuals who strived to make this a better place, for example, Martin Luther King Jnr, Mother 

Teressa, Gandhi, Dietrich Bonnhoefer, Bob Marley, and many more 

  

 Strands The two key strands to the curriculum are: 

 Beliefs and teachings (and leaders) AO1 

 Practices and ways of life (commitment, responsibilities, rituals, spirituality) AO2 

  

 Assessment  

Assessment became a statutory requirement within RE from 2007, however this good practice has 

been carried out for the past few years giving us valuable information to enable tracking pupil 

progress and enabling targets for development.  Levels from assessed pieces of work are collected 

regularly throughout the year.  Whole class targets are shared with the group at the beginning of a 

lesson.  Targets for assessed pieces of work are given to pupils using “pupil-speak” terminology,. 

•Students in Key Stage 4 (years 10 and 11), study the Edexcel Religion & Life and Religion & Society 

GCSE Certificate in RE.   All EBAC students are expected to gain a qualification in this subject area. 

Non-EBAC students are not  required to sit the GCSE exam and still are taught provisional RE 

content. 
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APPENDIX D 

SLANG OR STREET NAMES 

This is a list of some slang terms used for street drugs. Some of these names change 

frequently and some will be localised or even used within socio-peer groups. 

DEPRESSANTS (depress the central nervous system and the whole body] 

smoked or injected HEROIN  Smack, Scag, Gear, Shit, Junk,                                        

                                                                                 Brown/White, Gear. 

 

swallowed   TRANQUILLISERS  Valium, Tammies, Jellies, Eggs + many,  [occasionally 
injected)     many other names. 

 

swallowed  ALCOHOL  Booze, Juice, Hooch. 

 

STIMULANTS (stimulate the central nervous system and the whole body] 

swallowed  ECSTACY **  Applies, Play Boys, 2GB, M25, 

White Doves,     Burgers, Dennis the Menace 

Power Pack 

Snowball, White Cap, Triple X, Love heart, 

Adam and Eve, Love Dove, Rhubarb & 

Custard, Mitzies, 

(Mitzibushi’s) Dolphins, 

McDonalds. 

 

smoked   CIGARETTES   Fags, Ciggies, Trees. 

snorted  AMPHETAMINE SULPHATE Speed, Whizz, Billy, Pink 

                                                                                     Champagne, 

Ice (smoked), Dexis. 

snorted, smoked COCAINE   Charlie, Coke, Crack, Chan. 
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HALLUCINOGENICS 

 
smoked or eaten CANNABIS Ganja, Skunk, Dope, Puff, 

Weed, Henry 1-8 
  Greens, Dollars, Soap, Sensi, 

Solid, Black 
  Red leb/deal, Pot, Daughters 

1-4) Gear 
  Shit,. Blow, Loose, 

Marijuana, Wacky Backy 
  Uncle Dunk 
   
swallowed LSD Trips, Micro’s Microdots, 

Tabs, Acid, Strawberrys, 
Test-tubes, Purple ohm 

   
swallowed/eaten HALLUCINOGENIC 

MUSHROOMS 
Magic Mushrooms, Mushies 

   
** Ecstacy is a stimulant as well as a mile hallucinogenic 
   
NB:  Solvents, Glue and Gases are not listed, there are no particular known street names for 
these substances. 
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APPENDIX E 

 

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

 

These are some definitions currently in use. Some terms can be highly emotive and schools need to 
use caution in their use. 

 

A “drug” is defined as “any chemical substance that brings about a change in a person ‘s emotional 
state, body functioning or behaviour” (Stockley, D, 1992, Drug Warning) 

The above description includes most of the illegal and prescribed drugs, plus the solvents, alcohol 
and nicotine. 

Some drugs affect the body only (eg. aspirin). Those which alter individual’s moods, thoughts and 
feelings are called “psychoactive” drugs. 

Drug Education describes a process which “should give young people the facts, emphasise the 
benefits of a healthy life style and give people the know/edge and skills to make informed and 
responsible choices now and later on in life” (DfEE, May 1995) 

Drug Prevention describes “measures which satisfy two basic criteria: 

a] reducing the risk of an individual engaging in drug misuse 

b] reducing the harm associated with drug misuse.”  

(A.C.M.D. Drug Prevention: HMSO) 

Harm Reduction is also sometimes referred to as ‘risk reduction’ or ‘harm minimisation’. These are 
policies and programmes aimed at reducing the risks of drugs and drug using to individuals and 
society. This can range from advice on safer drug use to community action programmes. 

(Baker, 0. Drug Link Factsheet 13, ISDD) 

Drug use/misuse/abuse: drug use is an easy term to understand. eg. When is alcohol used/misused? 
Misuse and abuse are more difficult to pin down, as they are highly subjective. In general though, 
misuse can be taken to mean using drugs in a socially unacceptable way, while abuse means using 
them in a harmful way. As abuse is a more morally ‘loaded’ term, many people prefer to talk of drug 
misuse or harmful use instead. (ibid.) 

Problem drug use tends to refer to drugs which could be either dependent or recreational. It is not 
necessarily the frequency of drug use which is the primary ‘problem’, but the effects that drug-
taking has on the user’s life (ie. they may experience social, psychological, physical or legal problems 
as a result of their drug use). (ibid.) 

An Addict is a drug user whose use causes him/her serious physical, social or psychological 
problems. As it is a much-abused term many people prefer to talk of problem drug users instead. 
However, the term has a much more specific use in Britain: 

the Home Office compiles a register of addicts, a record of opiate and cocaine users who are notified 
to the Home Office by their doctors (ibid.) 

Dependence describes a compulsion to continue taking a drug in order to feel good or equally to 
avoid feeling bad. When this is done to avoid physical discomfort or withdrawal, it is known as 
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physical dependence; when it has a psychological aspect (the need for stimulation or pleasure, or to 
escape reality) then it is known as psychological dependence. (ibid.) This is a situation sometimes 
found among school children. A full day at school without the effects of taking drugs can be too long 
for some. They find the classroom or the school situation makes them feel very uncomfortable or 
nervous without the use of whatever drug brings the sense of feeling better. For some children with 
a dependence school becomes a place where they fail either because their capacity to think and 
perform in school is clouded or because they feel incapable of coping with the demands of the 
lesson. 

Recreational drug use is the use of drugs for pleasure or leisure. The term is often used to denote 
the use of ecstasy and other ‘dance drugs’ and implies that drug use has become part of someone’s 
lifestyle (even though they may only take drugs occasionally.) (ibid.) 
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APPENDIX F 

SCHOOL DRUG POLICY IN BRIEF 

This school, like most others in the country, has its own drug policy. The policy states in great detail 
the school’s view on drugs and how it will proceed if there are any incidents of drug taking on its 
premises. The overall aim of the policy document is about caring about our students and our school. 

 

In brief, our attitude towards illegal drugs and substances which harm is quite simple, we say - ‘don’t 
take them’. In line with the ethos of the school we hope that all our youngsters have a real 
opportunity of making progress through life, of being successful and happy. We know through 
experience that those young people who take or miss-use drugs always harm themselves. Some 
harm may be done physically, other harm may be mental or emotional. We know that those people 
who misuse-use drugs are those who tend not to succeed at school, those people who make their 
futures uncertain. We are not happy that any young person should suffer such unhappiness. 

 

The school has a drug education programme to encourage our young people to live healthy 
lifestyles. Our students are given opportunities to prepare to resist the pressure from others to take 
illegal drugs. Sadly, in any large community of people, some will be influenced too easily and make 
the wrong decisions. The school will always want to help them to make the right choices again. So 
we take a strong view about drug misuse. The school will deal firmly with any incidents of drug 
taking or any drug-related incident. Offenders may be suspended by the Head Teacher and referred 
to the Governors who may decide to permanently exclude them. Students attempting to sell drugs 
to others will be reported to the Police at the decision of the Head Teacher. 

 

All staff are required to report incidents or suspected drug related incidents to the SDC; This may be 
either verbal or in writing. Students who disclose to staff that either they or their friends are drug 
users should inform the SDC. This can be done in confidence and the SDC will support that member 
of staff through what may become a lengthy period of counselling. Staff are not able to guarantee 
confidentiality to the student and reporting to the SDC will prevent difficulties or compromise 
occurring .later. Such matters will always be dealt with discreetly. 

 

Students take drugs are usually very good at concealing this from their parents and others. However, 
there are usually certain signs and symptoms that make this habit obvious to adults. Because this 
school cares, students who are suspected as being possible drug miss-users will be referred to the 
School Drug Co-Coordinator (SDC) who will offer help and support. This school will decide if or when 
to inform parents. 

 

Parents may also be invited to an interview and plans will be made to help the young person. 

Any parent will be saddened or even shocked to think that their child takes drugs or sniffs 
substances. The school will always wish to help students and parents who are looking for solutions 
to a drug problem. 

Parents who would like to receive further information about the Policy or who would like to talk 
about this issue in confidence are invited to contact the SDC at the school. Parents will be met on 
the school premises or at their home as they prefer. 
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