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At KS3, we provide a broad and balanced curriculum based on the National Curriculum over a 3 year period.  We believe that all students should have access to the full 

range of subjects and that it is essential to promote the arts and sports subjects alongside other subjects including literacy and numeracy based subjects.  Students’ 

personal and social development is also supported through our PSHEE and SRE programmes which run through all year groups. 

Preparation for life 

It is our duty as an educational establishment is not only to support students in gaining the skills required to pass examinations, but also to develop them into well-

rounded students who are have the skills and adaptability to continue with further study and then into the world of work. We believe that it is our duty to help our 

students develop their own beliefs based on making sound moral judgements, based on exposure to different viewpoints, religions and cultures to prepare them for life 

in a modern society. This is referred to as students’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development (SMSC). 

 

Spiritual development 

Personal development relating to the spirit or soul and the intangible. N.B. It does not relate to physical nature or matter and is not synonymous with religious education 

– although religious education can be a major vehicle for the delivery of spiritual matters. 

Moral development 

Personal development relating to human behaviour, especially the distinction between good and bad or right and wrong. 

Social development 

Personal development concerned with living in a community rather than alone. 

Cultural development  

Personal development concerned with the total of inherited ideas, beliefs, values and knowledge which constitute the shared basis for social action. 

Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic Education (PSHCEE) 

Personal development concerned with developing beliefs, opinions, making informed and safe lifestyle choices, economic awareness and how to actively participate in a 

democratic society. 

KS3 Curriculum 

 



Underpinning all subject schemes of work is the key principle that wherever possible we will encourage development of students’ SMSC development. Examples of this may include 

Spiritual 

• Giving pupils the opportunity to explore values and beliefs, including religious beliefs, and the way in which they affect peoples’ lives. 

• Giving pupils the opportunity to understand human feelings and emotions, the way they affect people and how an understanding of them can be helpful. 

• Encouraging pupils to relate their learning to a wider frame of reference- for example, asking ‘why?’ ‘how?’ and ‘where?’ as well as ‘what?’. 

Moral 

• Providing a clear moral code as a basis for behaviour which is promoted consistently through all aspects of the school. 

• Promoting measures to prevent discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, age and other criteria. 

• Encouraging pupils to take responsibility for their actions; for example, respect for property, care of the environment, and developing codes of behaviour. 

• Providing models of moral virtue through literature, humanities, sciences, arts, assemblies and acts of worship. 

Social 

• Fostering a sense of community, with common, inclusive values which ensure that everyone, irrespective of ethnic origin, nationality, gender, ability, sexual orientation and religion can 

flourish. 

• Helping pupils develop personal qualities which are valued in a civilised society, for example, thoughtfulness, honesty, respect for difference, moral principles, independence, 

interdependence, self-respect. 

• Providing a conceptual and linguistic framework within which to understand and debate social issues. 

• Working together co-operatively. 

Cultural 

• Providing opportunities for pupils to explore their own cultural assumptions and values.  

• Presenting authentic accounts of the attitudes, values and traditions of diverse cultures. 

 Extending pupils’ knowledge and use of cultural imagery and language. 

 Recognising and nurturing particular gifts and talents. 

 Providing opportunities for pupils to participate in literature, drama, music, art, crafts and other cultural events and encouraging pupils to reflect on their significance. 

KS3 Curriculum 

 



Art contributes to SMSC by: 

 Giving pupils the chance to reflect on nature, their environment and surroundings. 

 Studying artists from different cultures and backgrounds 

 Studying the reasons behind why art is created 
 
Drama contributes to SMSC by: 

 Allowing pupils to reflect on their own beliefs  

 Allowing pupils to empathise from different characters’ viewpoints 

 Allowing pupils to explore and understand feelings and emotions 

 Developing personal viewpoints and opinions 
 
English contributes to pupils’ SMSC development through: 
• Developing confidence and expertise in language, which is an important aspect of individual and 
social identity; 
• Enabling pupils to understand and engage with the feelings and values embodied in high quality 
poetry, fiction, drama, film and television; 
• Developing pupils’ awareness of moral and social issues in fiction, journalism, magazines, radio, 
television and film; 
• Helping pupils to understand how language changes over time, the influences on spoken, and 
written language and social attitudes to the use of language  
 
Computing & IT can contribute to SMSC development by: 
• Making clear the guidelines about the ethical use of the internet and other forms of 
communications technology. 
 
Design & Technology makes a particular contribution to SMSC through: 
• Reflecting on ingenious products and inventions, the diversity of materials and ways in which 
design technology can improve the quality of life. 
• Teaching that encourages pupils to be discover foods of other cultures. 
• Awareness of the moral dilemmas created by technological advances, the impact of ‘winners & 
losers’ ethos. 
• How different cultures have contributed to technology. 
• Opportunities to work as a team, recognising others’ strengths, sharing equipment.  
 
Geography contributes to SMSC where: 
• Opportunities for reflection on the creation, earth’s origins, future and diversity are given. 

Reflection on the fair distribution of the earth’s resources. 

Studies of people and places gives pupils the chance to reflect on the social and cultural 
characteristics of society. 
• Opportunities to examine and reflect on sustainability issues 
 
History makes a contribution to SMSC by 

Looking at the establishment of multi-cultural Britain. 

Enabling pupils to reflect on issues such as slavery, the holocaust and Imperialism. 

Showing an awareness of the moral implications of the actions of historical figures. 

Mathematics can provide a contribution to pupils’ SMSC by: 

Supporting whole school policy on issues such as discipline and behaviour. 

Enabling pupils to acknowledge the important contribution made to mathematics by non-
western cultures.  
 
MFL contributes to SMSC through: 

Pupils may gain insights into the way of life, cultural traditions, moral and social 
developments of other people. 

Pupils social skills are developed through group activities and communication exercises. 

Listening skills are improved through oral/aural work.  
 
Music contributes to SMSC through: 

Teaching that encourages pupils to be open to the music of other cultures. 

Considering the role of music in society and to see how music can cause conflict and 
differences of opinion. 

Looking at the way music can change moods and behaviour. 

Creating music as a form of expression and reflection 
 
Physical Education – Pupils’ SMSC development is actively promoted though PE by: 

Activities involving co-operation, teamwork, competition, rules, self-discipline and fair play. 

Individual activities that provide the opportunity for self-reflection, awareness and challenge. 
 
PSHCEE contributes to pupils’ personal development, their well-being and prepares them for 
their future lives through: 

Supporting them in making lifestyle choices based on reasoned judgement 

Learning about how to keep themselves healthy and safe 

Challenging them to think about their attitudes to outside pressures 

Support in thinking about their future lives  

Dealing with change and relationships with others 
 
Religious Studies makes a substantial contribution to the delivery of SMSC: 

Learn about beliefs, values, and the concept of spirituality. 

Reflect on the significance of religious teaching in their own lives. 

Develop respect for the right of others to hold beliefs different from their own. 

Show an understanding of the influence of religion on society. 

Appreciation and understanding of different cultures, religions and traditions. 
 
Science provides opportunities for pupils’ SMSC development through examples such as: 

Encouraging pupils to reflect on the wonder of the natural world; 

Awareness of the ways that science and technology can affect society and the environment. 

Consideration of the moral dilemmas that can result in scientific developments. 

Showing respect for differing opinions, on creation for example. 

Co-operation in practical activity. 

Raising awareness that scientific developments are the product of many different cultures. 



Year 9 PSHCEE Curriculum 

Please Note: 

All SRE lessons are delivered as part of the statutory Religious Education Curriculum. If you wish to discuss the content further please do not hesitate to contact either: 

Mr Nosworthy (Head of Year 9) Mrs Maidment (Deputy Head) Mr Quartey (RE Subject Leader) 

Topic: Careers/Finance  

 

Skills Focus: 

Independent Enquiry,  

Reflective Learning,  

Effective Participation,  

Team Work 

 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus: 

Finance—including Bank accounts, methods of 
payments, loans, taxes and budgeting 

Career Choices 

Relationship Choices 

Topic: FGM & FM / Mental Wealth / Drugs, Alcohol 
and Smoking  

 

Skills Focus: 

Independent Enquiry,  

Reflective Learning,  

Effective Participation,  

Team Work 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus: 

FGM – Its effect on society 

FM – Its effect on society 

Mental Health Vs Mental Wealth 

Drugs, alcohol and smoking – the health risks 

 

Topic: SRE – Safe Sex  

 

Skills Focus: 

Independent Enquiry,  

Reflective Learning,  

Effective Participation,  

Team Work 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus: 

Recognising & Managing Risk 

Sexually Transmitted Infections 

Forms of contraception 



Year 9 Art Curriculum 

Topic: Self portrait 

Skills Focus: 

Observational studies of the face to develop the skill of 
using proportion. 

Studies of the artist’s work, including Vincent van Gogh, 
Pablo Picasso, Jean DeBuffet and Gary Hume. 

Creation of a wire sculpture with textiles. 

Creation of a meaningful response 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Knowledge of the proportions of the face. 

Understanding the work of the portrait artists; Vincent 
van Gogh, Pablo Picasso, Jean DeBuffet, Gary Hume. 

Development of key words vocabulary 

  

Topic: Pop Art 

Skills Focus: 

Creation of visual representation of Pop Art. 

Selecting and enlarging areas to develop the skill of scale. 

Use of Photoshop to create an outcome. 

Observational studies of a still life to develop drawing 
skills. 

Representation of typography 

Creation of a meaningful response 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Understanding of the art movement and the associated 
artists. 

Understanding of how to use computer software to create 
a digital outcome. 

Knowledge of current popular culture. 

Topic: Animals in Art 

Skills Focus: 

Record observations using the formal elements of Art. 
Create simple stencils and textured backgrounds. 

Simplify animal images into geometric compositions in the 
style of Franz Marc. 

Create stylized monochrome designs based on research. 

Create designs for a totem pole and realize in 3D e.g. us-
ing clay. 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Understanding the work of the artist Franz Marc and the 
role animal images take in tribal tattoos and the cultural 
artwork of Aboriginal, Native American and Prehistoric 
Art. 

Understanding the processes required when using clay 

Development of key words vocabulary 



Year 9 Design & Technology Curriculum 

Topic: Resistant Materials/Graphics—Pewter casting 

Skills Focus: 

Pupils will develop their understanding of designing and making and expand their practical 
skills including pewter casting, cutting and shaping plastic (acrylic) as well as graphical 
elements for designing and packaging. 
  
Knowledge / Understanding focus 
 

 Understand how products contribute to lifestyle choices  

 Apply a range of finishing techniques, including those from art and design, textiles, 
metals, polymers and woods 

 Select appropriate methods to evaluate their products in use and modify them to 
improve performance  

 Understand how materials can be cast in a mould  
  

Topic: Cooking and Nutrition 
 
Skills Focus: 
In this project students are introduced to diets or different people at different life stages. 
Students reinforce and develop range of skills and processes; students will develop 
knowledge and understanding of a range of ingredients and different cooking methods. 
 
Knowledge / Understanding focus 
 Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly 

words relating to: 
 The dietary needs of different groups of people 
 Use adjectives to describe the sensory characteristic of food 
 Speaking and listening – through the activities pupils could: 
 Ask questions to gain clarification and further information 
 Use the correct tenses when referring to skills and processes 
 Collaborate with others to share information and ideas, and solve problems 

Design and Technology operates a carousel system where pupils will experience four material areas in one academic year.  
Cooking & Nutrition is offered within the rotations. Each rotation is six weeks long followed by one week of assessment. 

Topic: Nightlight 
 
Skills Focus: 
A design and make task that will focus on research, designing, development, evaluation, 
analysis, modeling, joining processes (soldering) and polymer deforming processes (Vacuum 
forming) 
  
Knowledge / Understanding focus 

 Produce ordered sequences and schedules for manufacturing products they design, 
detailing resources required. 

 Produce costings using spreadsheets for products they design and make 

 Create production schedules that inform their own and others’ roles in manufacturing the 
products they design, communicating their plans clearly so theirs can implement them. 

 Making use of simple planning tools such as flow and Gant charts 

 Understand how to use simple electronic circuits incorporating inputs and outputs 

Topic: Graphics- Bedroom project 

Skills Focus: 

The bedroom project will provide students with the opportunity to work as an interior 
designer. Students will produce bedroom interior moquette. Students will learn how to use a 
range of model making equipment, materials and processes. 
 
Knowledge / Understanding focus   

 
Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly 
words relating to: Interiors, Graphics, moquette, elevation, plan view, net, stanley knife, hot 
melt glue gun, compass cutter.  



Year 9 Drama Curriculum 

All students study Drama as a discreet subject through the medium of improvisation.  Students explore a range of topics which help them to develop,  

explore and express ideas and concepts relating to personal and social development; including the effects on themselves and impact on others. 

Topic: Equality—(Womens’ rights and Slavery)  

Skills Focus: 

 Freeze frames 

 Narration and mime 

 Characterisation 

 Use of space 

 Empathy 

 Tableau 

 Still imaging 

 Devising 

 Working from stimuli 

 Hot seating 
 
Knowledge / Understanding focus  

Students to perfect above skills.  

look how the role of women has changed from the 
Suffragettes to present day  

be able to empathize with women through time and see 
the struggle they went through for equality.  

be able to understand the difficulty and prejudice that 
slaves went through and to look at the time period 
historically.  

Topic: Exploration of a Play text 

 

Skills Focus: 

 Freeze frames 

 Narration and mime 

 Characterisation 

 Use of Space 

 Still imaging 

 Hot seating 

 Non-naturalistic performance 

 Line learning 

 Using a text 
 

Knowledge/ Understanding focus 

Working from a text and explore the different themes of 
the text through performance.  

Devise performances using the text as a stimulus  

Learn to evaluate their work and their understanding of 
the play through performance.  

Topic:  Performance and movement 

 

Skills Focus: 

Devising performance 

Physical theatre 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

create their own performances on a topic of their choice  

using skills they have learnt and developed over KS3 



Year 9 English Curriculum 

Throughout Year 9 English, students will develop the skills required to read and understand texts; skim and scan text; close reading; locate, research, collate and 
retrieve information; reading for inference;  Interpretation; summarising/gist of texts; analyse, explain and evaluate language; undertake simultaneous 

comparison; cross reference; PEE+E 

Topic: The Novel – ‘Of Mice and Men’ 

 

Literacy skills 

Paragraphs: setting out and when to use (TIPTOP) 

Use of capital letters 

Range of punctuation: .,?;:”’(-! 

Direct speech 

Sentences: phrases and clauses, types: simple, 
complex, compound, run on 

Essay structure: planning, beginnings, layout, endings 

Apostrophes: possession, omission 

Contractions 

Spelling 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Rhetorical devices 

Varying sentences 

Presentation devices 

Figurative language 

Literal language 

Formal and informal language 

The writer’s ‘voice’ and 1st,2nd, 3rd person 

  

  

  

Topic: Shakespeare, Poetry 

 

Literacy skills 

Paragraphs: setting out and when to use (TIPTOP) 

Use of capital letters 

Range of punctuation: .,?;:”’(-! 

Direct speech 

Sentences: phrases and clauses, types: simple, 
complex, compound, run on 

Essay structure: planning, beginnings, layout, endings 

Apostrophes: possession, omission 

Contractions 

Formal and informal language 

Spelling 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Rhetorical devices 

Varying sentences 

Presentation devices 

Figurative language 

Literal language 

Formal and informal language 

Writing to persuade (Longer) 

Writing to argue (Longer) 

Writing to advise 

Writing to inform: who what where when 

Writing to explain: add how and why 

Writing to describe 

Topic: Functional Skills Exam, Gothic Literature  

 

Literacy skills 

Paragraphs: setting out and when to use (TIPTOP) 

Use of capital letters 

Range of punctuation: .,?;:”’(-! 

Direct speech 

Sentences: phrases and clauses, types: simple, 
complex, compound, run on 

Essay structure: planning, beginnings, layout, endings 

Apostrophes: possession, omission 

Contractions 

Spelling 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus: 

Rhetorical devices 

Varying sentences 

Presentation devices 

Figurative language 

Literal language 

Formal and informal language 

The writer’s ‘voice’ and 1st,2nd, 3rd person 



Year 9 Geography Curriculum 

Topic: Changes in UK weather and climate change  

 

Skills Focus: 

Atlas work, interpretation of photos, explaining, 
analyzing, evaluating, justifying, predicting, creating, 
data interpretation, empathy. GIS and numeracy 
skills. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Throughout this topic pupils will look at the Global 
distribution of tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, 
typhoons).  

Students will look at the causes of tropical storms 
and the effects they have.  

There will a UK based example of an recent weather 
event and the social, economic and environmental 
impact that has had on local residents.  

Students will look at the Evidence for climate 
change with possible natural and human causes of 
climate change explored.  

There will be an overview of the effects of climate 
change on people and the environment and how it 
can be managed.  

Topic: The Development Gap 

 

Skills Focus: 

Atlas work, interpretation of photos, explaining, 
analyzing, evaluating, justifying, predicting, creating, 
data interpretation, empathy 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Throughout this topic pupils will be introduced to the 
complex continent of Africa.  

They will understand the lives of people living in various 
parts of Africa, as well as looking at the physical features 
of the continent.  

Students will learn that improving people’s lives in a 
continent that is often perceived to be a ‘hopeless case’ is 
dependent on a range of physical and human factors both 
within the individual countries, across the continent and 
on an international scale.  

There is focus on a comparison between two contrasting 
countries in Africa: Sudan and Ghana.  

The module also raises questions of the positive and 
negative impacts that new technologies can bring to 
people living in developing countries. 

Topic: Our Changing reliance on Natural resources 

 

Skills Focus: 

Explaining, Differentiate, Inference, Interpretation, 
Empathy, Classifying, Comparing, Contrasting, 
Applying, Solving problems,  Analysing, GIS, Correct 
use of geographical terminology, Use of specific case 
study detail, atlas work 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus: 

 Throughout this topic pupils will study elements of 
physical geography and human interaction with the 
processes.  

 They will be able to describe the structure of the earth 
and explain the formation of earthquakes and volcanoes.  

 They will compare and contrast the different types of 
volcanoes, and analyse the impacts of their eruptions. 

 Pupils will learn the main features of earthquakes, they 
will contrast how countries at different stages of 
development cope with earthquakes.  

 They will offer solutions to coping with the earthquake 
disaster and learn about the main features of a tsunami. 

 Through GIS they will learn how to view layers, use real 
time data and analyse patterns and trends. 



Year 9 History Curriculum 

Topic: The Causes, Course and Outcome of the First 
World War 

 

Skills Focus:  

investigation and evaluation of the causes and 
consequences of the First World War.  

interpretation of whether the Somme was a 
bloodbath or a necessity  

use background knowledge and source evidence. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus:  

look at a range of causes of the First World War from 
the assassination of Franz Ferdinand, to alliance 
systems and tensions between the great powers.  

look at life in the trenches  

investigate the battle of the Somme and the role of 
Marshall Hague and whether the battle could be 
perceived as a bloodbath or a necessity 

 

Topic: The interwar dictatorships of Europe and the 
Holocaust. 

 

Skills Focus:  

investigate change and continuity  

investigate the Treatment of the Jews and the 
change in their living conditions from before the Nazi 
takeover in Germany, the Nazi regime before the War 
and during the World War II period. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

understand the way in which the dictatorships in 
Germany, Italy and the USSR functioned  

understand the impact they had on the lives of their 
people through looking at the role of terror to 
economic changes e.g. Stalin’s Five year plans.  

investigate the changes to the treatment of German 
Jews from life before Hitler’s rise to power to 
persecution of Jews before the second World War and 
then the Holocaust. 

Topic: Life after the Second World War and the Cold 
War 

 

Skills Focus:  

Looking at and interpreting source materials 

interpret materials 

understand consequences of actions 

use both primary and secondary sources.   

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

investigate the reasons for mass migration from the 
Caribbean and the ‘windrush’ generation. 

investigate the different experiences of Caribbean 
migrants from housing and employment issues to the 
experience of racism.  

look at the role of the USA during the Cold war and 
their battle against Communism, specifically looking at 
the impact of the US military tactics of ‘Search and 
Destroy’ missions and defoliation and how successful 
they were.  



Year 9 Computing and ICT Curriculum 

Topic: Modeling tools and programming  

  

Skills Focus:  

 Spread sheet development 

 Programme with Python 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

 Using spread sheets to solve problems 

 Using Python to draw images 

. 

  

Topic:  Graphics and Digital Literacy  

 

Skills Focus: Manipulating graphical images  

  

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Using Graphics to create Digital Solutions . 

  

Topic: Web Design 

  

Skills Focus: Advanced feature, applying animation  

  

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Purpose, Audience and advanced features   



Year 9 Maths Curriculum 

Topic & Knowledge/Understanding focus: 

Foundation 

 Number calculations 

 Sequences and equations 

 Statistics 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 
 Intermediate 

 Indices and standard form 

 Expressions and formula 

 Dealing with data 

 Multiplicative reasoning 
 Higher 

 Powers and roots 

 Quadratics 

 Inequalities, equations and formulae 

 Collecting and analysing data 
  

Skills Focus: 

 Establish index laws for positive powers where the answer is a 
positive power. 

 Be able to simplify expressions containing powers. 

 Know that any number to the power of zero is 1. 

 Make and justify estimates and approximations of calculations 
involving more than two operations and BIDMAS. 

 Substitute integers into simple expressions involving small 
powers. 

 Simplify expressions involving brackets and powers. 

 Multiply out brackets and collect like terms. 

 Select the range of possible methods that could be used to 
collect primary data. 

 Use a line of best fit, drawn by eye, to estimate the missing 
value in a two variable data set. 

 Enlarge 2D shapes, given a centre of enlargement and a posi-
tive whole number scale factor. 

 Enlarge 2D shapes, given a fractional scale factor. 

 Calculate percentage change, using the formula  actual 
change / original amount × 100 – where formula is recalled.  

Topic & Knowledge/Understanding focus: 

Foundation 

 Geometry in 2D and 3D 

 Algebraic and real-life graphs 

 Multiplicative reasoning 

Intermediate 

 Constructions 

 Equations, inequalities and proportionality 

 Circles, Pythagoras and prisms 

Higher 

 Multiplicative reasoning 

 Non-linear graphs 

 Accuracy and measures 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Skills Focus: 

 Identify alternate and corresponding angles on the same dia-
gram. 

 describe, sketch and draw using conventional terms and nota-
tions: points, lines, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, right an-
gles, regular polygons, and other polygons that are reflectively 
and rotationally symmetric. 

 use the properties of faces, surfaces, edges and vertices of 
cubes, cuboids, prisms, cylinders and pyramids to solve prob-
lems in 3-D. 

 use the properties of surfaces of cones and spheres to solve 
problems in 3-D. 

 Understand the difference between expression, equation, func-
tion and formula. 

 Construct and solve equations that involve multiplying out 
brackets by a negative number and collecting like terms. 

 Use the formula for the circumference of a circle. 

 Know the formula for Pythagoras' theorem and how to substi-
tute in values from a diagram. 

 Use and apply Pythagoras' theorem to solve problems. 

Topic & Knowledge/Understanding focus: 

Foundation 

 Algebraic and geometric formulae 

 Probability 

 Polygons and transformations 
 Intermediate 

 Sequences and graphs 

 Probability 

 Comparing shapes 
 Higher 

 Graphical solutions 

 Trigonometry 

 Mathematical reasoning 
  

 

 

Skills Focus: 

 Begin to use formal algebra to describe the nth term in an 
arithmetic sequence. 

 Calculate and interpret gradient using y = mx + c. 

 Identify the solution of simultaneous equations on a graph. 

 Calculate probabilities from two-way tables with more than 
two columns / rows each way. 

 Calculate the probability of a combination of events or single 
missing events of a set of mutually exclusive events using sum 
of outcomes is one. 

 Identify all mutually exclusive outcomes for two successive 
events. 

 Enumerate sets and combinations of sets systematically, using 
tabular, grid and Venn diagrams. 

 Know and use the criteria for congruence of triangles. 

 use trigonometric ratios in similar triangles to solve problems 
involving right-angled triangles. 



Year 9 Modern Foreign Language Curriculum 

In year 9, students continue the language they studied in year 8 

Fre
n

ch
 

Topic: Free-time & the media. Future plans 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

The present tense 

Describing self & others. Types of TV programmes, 
films & preferences. Frequency adverbs. 

The past tense 

Types of music and book genres 

The future tense, predictions and future plans 

Jobs & careers. The importance of languages 

Topic: Health & Lifestyle. Self & others 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Parts of the body. Illnesses, injuries & symptoms 

Daily routine 

Healthy lifestyle choices & advice. Negatives 

Imperfect Tense 

What I used to do / be like, sports I used to play and do 

Describing personality and physical descriptions 

Expressing more complex opinions and reasons 

Topic: Holidays. Young people & society 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Geographical & cultural information on France 

Comparatives & superlatives. Types of transport and 
reasons. Accommodation. Holiday Activities 

The past tense 

School subjects & opinions, school routine & rules 

Religion in France. Human rights. Poverty 

  

G
erm

an
 

Topic: Free-time & the media. School Life 

Skills Focus: All pupils are assessed on their Listening, 
Reading, Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Music & film genres, television programmes, using a 
computer. The past tense. 

School subjects, opinions & reasons, describing teach-
ers, school routine, school rules. Extra-curricular activi-
ties. 

Topic: Future plans. Personal and World issues 

Skills Focus: All pupils are assessed on their Listening, 
Reading, Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

The future tense, predictions and future plans 

Personality, jobs & careers. The importance of lan-
guages. Daily routine, personal decisions. 

The environment, living conditions. 

The present, past and future tenses combined. 

Topic: Family Life. Germany and the Wider World 

Skills Focus: All pupils are assessed on their Listening, 
Reading, Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Family and famous people description. 

The conditional tense. Problems and giving advice 

The imperfect tense. Holiday destinations. 

Geographical & cultural information on Germany. 

Places in town. The present, past and future tenses 
combined. 

Sp
an

ish
 

Topic: Free-time & the media. School Life 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

The present tense. Music & film genres, television 
programmes, using a computer. The past tense. School 
subjects, opinions and reasons. School facilities. School 
routine and rules. Describing teachers 

Topic: Health & Lifestyle. Work and Money 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Parts of the body. Illness and injury. Healthy living 
habits. Giving advice. The future tense. Household 
chores, pocket money. Personality traits, jobs, future 
careers. The importance of languages 

The present, past and future tenses combined. 

Topic: Spain and issues in the Wider World 

Skills Focus: 

All pupils are assessed on their Listening, Reading, 
Speaking and Writing skills 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Geographical & cultural information on Spain and 
Spanish speaking countries. Daily routine. 
Environmental issues. Poverty, fair trade. Travel and 
transport. The conditional tense 

The present, past and future tenses combined. 



Year 9 Music Curriculum 

Topic: Songwriting Using Chords I V VI iv 
 
Skills Focus:  
Composing 
 
Knowledge / Understanding focus 
 
Learning/understanding composing strategies over 
this chord pattern 
Performing: Solo 
Composing: Chords, melodic patterns/phrasing, 
lyrics, modulation 
Listening and Appraising: “4 chords”—Axis of 
Awesome 
 

Topic: Pop Performance 
 
Skills Focus: 
Instrumental skills 
Performance Skills 
 
Knowledge / Understanding focus 
 
Learning/understanding how to perform a variety of 
popular songs on a variety of instruments 
Performing: Solo or ensemble (K/b, bass, guitar, 
drums, vocals) 
Composing—Own composition / singer-songwriter 
Listening and Appraising: Weekly self evaluations 
 

Topic: 12 Bar Blues 
 
Skills Focus:  
Listening 
Performing  
Composing 
 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

 

Learning/understanding how Blues music developed 
from the worksongs of the slaves into the universal 
language of the 12 bar blues (and all it's performance 
features). 
P: Solo/ ensemble 

LA: Contextual examples for analysis and discussion 



Year 9 Physical Education Curriculum 

Topic: Rugby, Netball, Volleyball, Hockey, Basketball, 
Yoga 

 

Skills Focus:  

Tackling,  

Health and safety,  

Team play,  

tactics,  

kicking, scoring, and refereeing. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus:   

Tactics of playing invasion games,  

net and wall,  

principles of attack and defense,  

healthy lifestyles and fitness. 

 

Topic: Table tennis, Trampolining, Dance, Handball, 
Football / Futsal 

 

Skills Focus:  

Hand-eye coordination,  

expression,  

Trampolining techniques—seat drop, front drop, 
back drop, swivel hips. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus:  

Health and safety,  

umpiring,  

expression 

 

Topic: Athletics, Cricket, Baseball, Rounders, Fitness 

 

Skills Focus:  

Tactics,  

reading the game,  

working in different positions,  

understanding a batting line up. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus:  

Applying skills to the game  

developing tactics. 

Top set – GCSE preparation— Basketball, Handball, Badminton, Table tennis, Football, Netball, Trampolining, Fitness, Athletics 

Lower set boys cover Double Basketball, Handball, Rugby, Trampolining, Futsal, Badminton, Athletics, Cricket, Baseball 

Lower set girls cover Futsal, Basketball, Handball, Netball, Fitness (yoga) Trampolining, Dance, Badminton, Athletics, Rounders  

These are all on rotation and completed in a 3 week block.  Pupils will be able to explore all the sports and develop their knowledge, skills and techniques.  
 



Year 9 Religious Education Curriculum 

Topic: Pilgrimage and Are humans Unique?  

 

Skills Focus:  

Identify, discuss, debate, compare and come to a 
conclusion  

be able to explain what make us human and 
differentiates us from animals.  

Reflect on ultimate questions about human 
existence, and the concept of God in creation stories. 

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

Throughout this unit pupils will gain knowledge of 
the skills required which will enable them which are 
well considered and informed and are based on 
insights and viewpoints accessed through links with 
the other two core skills.  

express their individual beliefs and values within an 
informed context  

provide opportunities to develop spiritual reflection, 
emotional intelligence and creative thinking. 

 

Topic : The life of Jesus 

Skills Focus: 

 Investigating authentic texts from holy books, 
sources of authority such as church doctrine, the 
Bible, the writings/testimonies of religious leaders 
and/or authoritative religious articles alongside other 
sources of information such as newspapers, scientific 
journals, historical documents, literary sources and 
religious and philosophical thinkers,  

 Engage with religious and human fundamental 
questions.  

 Explore and investigate key facts, contextualize some 
beliefs and practices,  

 Reflect on key stories and their relevance to modern 
day Christianity 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 

 Know about the lives of Jewish people (major 
prophets like Abraham) through the generations up 
to Jesus Christ.  

 Reflect on the idea of covenant (contracts, 
agreement), its importance and relevance in our 
world today. T 

 Explore Jesus Miracles, Parables some teachings that 
are still around today and find out whether these 
teachings still apply to modern lifestyles. 

Topic: Intro to GCSE/SRE 

Skills Focus:  

Students will start their GCSE early to give them 
enough time to digest and assimilate all the 
information in a good enough time as they prepare for 
the new syllabus exams.  

 

Knowledge / Understanding focus  

 Pupils will have the opportunity to reflect on moral 
dilemmas and make decision on various situations 
regarding Abortion and Euthanasia. There has been 
numerous call for the law on Euthanasia to be 
changed recently, students will have the opportunity 
to debate through, unearthing the reasons for both 
points of view. There will also be opportunity to look 
at Genetic engineering, whether it is good to 
genetically modify food, selecting the gender for 
children, IVF and even clone humans.  

 

The year finishes with SRE and will be based on 
Contraception, STI and STDs.  



Year 9 Science Curriculum 
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Topic: Biology 1 Cell structure and transport 
Skills Focus: 

Using a microspore to calculate magnification 

Prepare onion skin slides 
 Knowledge / Understanding focus 
In this chapter, students will learn about microscopy and cells, and 
will be able to explain how the development of microscopy 
techniques. Students will be able to differentiate between animal 
and plant cells, differentiate between eukaryotic and prokaryotic 
cells, and identify adaptations of specialised animal and plant 
cells. Students will also learn about the transport of material into 
and out of cells by diffusion, osmosis, and active transport. 
   
Topic: Chemistry 1 Atomic structure 
Skills Focus: 

Look at how scientific evidence leads to changes in models 
 Knowledge/Understanding focus: 
In this chapter, students will develop their understanding of atoms 
as fundamental chemical building blocks. They will see how to 
interpret chemical formulae and extend their KS3 knowledge of 
the law of the conservation of mass, leading them to balance 
chemical equations. Students will also develop their 
understanding of the differences between compounds and 
mixtures, and how mixtures can be separated using techniques 
such as filtration, crystallisation, distillation, and chromatography. 
Finally, students will learn about the development of the atomic 
model. 
  
Topic: Physics 1 Energy 
Skills Focus: 

Use of equations to calculate energy changes and apply to a 
range of mathematical problems 

Plan and carry out an investigation to calculate the specific heat 
capacity of different 
 Knowledge/Understanding focus: 
This chapter covers the development of an energy stores model 
and the processes, such as forces and electrical currents, through 
which energy can be transferred. They will consider the 
dissipation of energy during transfers such as those caused by 
friction or electrical heating, leading to the idea of efficiency 
during different energy changes and its calculation. Students will 
learn about the rate of energy transfer in different systems 
through the through the concept of power and how this power 
rating can be used to determine total energy change over time. 

Topic: Biology  2 Cell division 
Skills Focus: 

Extended writing opportunity to compare the advantages and 
disadvantages of stem cells 

  

Knowledge / Understanding focus 
In this chapter, students will learn about the process of cell 
division and after finishing the chapter should be able to describe 
the three overall stages of the cell cycle. Students will develop 
have an understanding of mitosis as a stage within the cell cycle. 
Students will also learn that stem cells are undifferentiated cells 
that have the potential to become a specialised cell within an 
organisms. Students should be able to describe some potential 
uses of stem cells, as well as the disadvantages and objections to 
the use of stem cells, particularly in relation to medical 
treatments. 
 

Topic: Chemistry 2 The periodic table 

Skills Focus:  

Carrying out displacement reactions with group 7 elements 

Identifying trends in patterns  
Knowledge/Understanding focus: 
In this chapter, students will learn about the development of the 
periodic table, including the work of Dalton, Newlands, and 
Mendeleev. Students should also develop their understanding of 
electronic structures from C1 Atomic structure, and apply this to 
the arrangement of the periodic table and the chemical properties 
of Group 0, Group 1, and Group 7 elements. They should also be 
able to identify trends in properties and reactivity, and higher-tier 
students should be able to explain these in terms of the electronic 
structure of the elements. 
   

Topic: Physics 2: Energy transfer by heating 
Skills Focus: 

Plan and carry out investigation on specific heat capacity 

Specific heat capacity calculations 
 Knowledge / Understanding focus 
Students will develop their understanding of the heating and 
cooling processes, which transfer energy within a material or from 
one object to another. They will investigate thermal conductivity 
and differences in the processes of thermal conduction in metals 
and non-metals. Describe the transfer of energy between objects 
through absorption and emission of infra-red radiation as a part of 
the electromagnetic spectrum, including factors that affect the 
rate of this transfer such as temperature and surface colour 

Topic: Biology  3 Organisation and digestive system 
Skills Focus:  

Microbiology practical skills   
Knowledge / Understanding focus 
Students should be able to define a tissue, an organ, and an organ 
system. They will study the human digestive system as an organ 
system in which several organs work together to digest and 
absorb food, breaking down large insoluble molecules so they can 
be absorbed into the bloodstream. Students should be familiar 
with enzyme action and understand that enzymes are proteins 
with a specific shape including the active site and the factors that 
affect enzyme activity. 
  
Topic: Chemistry 3 Structure and bonding 
Skills Focus: 

 Calculations on atom economy and balancing equations to prove 
conservation of mass in reactions  
Knowledge/Understanding focus: 
They should know that covalent bonding is the sharing of one or 
more pairs of electrons between non-metal atoms; ionic bonding 
involves a metal and non-metal atom, with the metal atom losing 
one or more electrons and the non-metal atom gaining one or 
more electron; and metallic bonding involves a delocalised sea of 
electrons surrounding the positive metal ions. They should have 
learnt about nanoparticles, their properties, and be able to 
explain how the surface area to volume ratio of nanoparticles is 
different to bulk material, and how this affects their uses. 
  
Topic: Chemistry 3 Energy resources 
Skills Focus: 

 Comparing the advantages and disadvantages or different 
energy sources and manipulating data to show the efficiency if 
different sources.  

Knowledge/Understanding focus: 
In this chapter the students will examine the different sources of 
energy that are used to generate electricity or provide heating for 
homes. They will consider the effect of the production and use of 
biofuels on the environment along with the concept of carbon-
neutrality before outlining the use of nuclear power in comparison 
to fossil fuels. The students will compare all of the energy 
resources in terms of local environmental impacts. Finally, the 
students will describe how the different resources could be 
applied in combination to meet the base load and changing 
energy demands throughout a single day. 


