
 

    

 
 
 
14th February 2016 
Our Ref: EAH/PF16-39 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had an excellent start to the Spring Term, and I hope that you are looking forward to a week with 
your children. I’m just writing to give you some updates on various matters.  
 
Cashless Dining update. We are delighted that our caterers, Chartwells, will be upgrading the tills and coin 
reloading systems over half term. They are installing 2 coin loaders – one in reception and one in the Dining 
Hall - , a new biometric point in the 6th form cafe and new tills in the Dining Hall. This means that after half 
term no cash at all will be accepted for payment in the Dining Hall. We continue to ask Parents to sign up to 
ParentMail and to pay on line, but your child can still top up with cash in the coin loaders. Please note that 
we are unable to give change to students, and that the new machines take 10p - £2 coins and notes only. I 
would also like to remind parents that we confiscate high energy drinks such as ‘Red Bull’ due to the 
detrimental impact on children’s behaviour and health. Students will be offered a glass of water as a 
replacement.  
 
Lockers I know that many parents will be pleased to know that we are finally able to install some lockers in 
the school. These will be available to rent after Easter. Initially we will offer them to Years 10 and 11, as 
they have the heaviest textbooks to carry, and we will continue to look for additional spaces in the school 
to site lockers for students in Key Stage 3 if there is a good uptake from Key Stage 4.  
 
A uniform  reminder Please remember that if your child is in Year 8,9 or 10 , and has outgrown their old 
Harlington Fleece they must replace it with a blazer and tie. Students in these year groups are not 
permitted to wear their own outer coat over their school jumper. We sell badges for £6 to sell on a high 
street navy blazer if you wish to keep costs down. For all students, we have made it clear for a number of 
years that if they wear a hoodie, including to and from school, they will be confiscated and returned to 
parents only on a Friday at the end of the school day. Full uniform details are on the school website and in 
the parent handbook.  
 
Safeguarding  As you are aware we have a range of safeguarding initiatives at Harlington, including 
supporting the Metropolitan Police with security arch searches, and actively working with outside agencies 
to protect children from harm. In line with a number of Hillingdon Schools, we are now including the use of 
drug detection dogs In order that the school remains a safe environment for staff and students.  Drug 
detection dogs will be in school at various times throughout the school year. The drug detection dog is 
registered to do this work, and the searches are carried out in the presence of the Metropolitan Police. The 
school ensures students are regularly reminded of their safety through assemblies, PSHE lessons and tutor 
periods. A particular concern this academic year is E-Safety, and some helpful resources are available on 
the school website:  
 
http://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/e-safety/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/e-safety/


If you have any concerns about any child, then please contact: 
 
Mr Clayton – glayton.312@lgflmail.org or Mrs Pinnock – dpinnock.312@lgflmail.org  and they will ensure 
that the appropriate agencies are contacted.  
 
Car Parking 
I’d like to thank the vast majority of parents who are helping us to keep children safe by driving and parking 
considerately in our car park. However, I must advise parents that we had a very unpleasant incident last 
week where a parent / adult friend of a child was abusive and threatening towards a member of the site 
team who had merely asked them to park considerately and in line with the signs that are clearly displayed. 
We will vigorously pursue prosecution with the police if this happens in the future.  
 
And finally….. 
Harlington is 9th in Hillingdon for pupil progress at GCSE and 3rd in Hillingdon for A Level progress!  
We are delighted that all the hard work that the students and staff put in is paying dividends in their 
progress measures and that we compare so well to other secondary schools in Hillingdon. Well done to 
everyone for their efforts! 
 
With all good wishes for a peaceful half term break.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher 
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