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The Next Chapter In Your Journey 

At Harlington we are extremely proud of our sixth form students and the vibrant contribution they 

make to everyday school life. Achievement is very high, with just under 50% of all A Level grades 

being between A* to B. This enables the majority of our students to progress to university; many 

of them to the most prestigious Russell Group institutions (over a third of students progress to 

Russell Group). We strongly proclaim to be amongst the most successful post-16 providers in the 

borough of Hillingdon.  

Our sixth form students join us having attained a wide range of academic achievements in Year 

11 from both our own KS4 and from a wide range of other schools (nearly 20% of our Year 12 

cohort are derived from other institutions). We are an inclusive sixth form and believe in offering 

a fresh start for all. We firmly believe all students, whatever their starting point and whatever their 

histories can progress in KS5 and aspire to high standards; though we understand some stu-

dents may need to take longer to get there than others. Through fostering this approach and en-

couraging everyone to aim high our students are empowered to make excellent progress during 

their time in the sixth form. Our Year 13 leavers annually achieve excellent results relative to their 

starting points and move on to study a wide range of courses including Medicine and Law at uni-

versity.  

Our success has led to considerable growth over the years, which has necessitated a considera-

ble increase in our course offer. Our A Level programme is augmented by vocational courses in 

Business, IT and Sport Science and Level 2 courses in Business, Sport Science and Health & 

Social Care. Students may also opt for a range of courses at our partner school. Our most able 

students are assisted in their applications to the high ranking university institutions by studying 

for an additional Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). We presently have over 20 students un-

dertaking EPQ in Year 12. Our curriculum offer is further supported by a comprehensive enrich-

ment programme that, amongst other things, includes the Duke of Edinburgh Award, an Enter-

prise group and a Journalism group 

The sixth form at Harlington is a purposeful and 

supportive place to study. We continually seek to 

review our provision in order to best serve the 

needs of a diverse school population. We feel 

strongly in the notion of students undergoing the 

full ‘Sixth form experience’ and we hope you will 

see Harlington as the right place for you. 

Students make good progress in the sixth form, as a 

result of effective teaching. The sixth form is well 

led.’           OFSTED 2015 

 



Preparation For Higher Education 

We believe the majority of our students should be joining our sixth form with the long term aim of  
applying to university. University study is not for everybody and we do offer support in gaining work  
experience, apprenticeships and employment for those who feel further study is not for them. However, 
we do have an academic focus and encourage most students to aspire to, and plan for higher education 
from very early on in their post-16 studies. 
 
We offer; 
 

Annual visits to open days (we have recently visited Warwick , Sussex and Portsmouth en-masse) 
Annual group visit to the Higher Education Fair (O2 arena, London) 
Annual group visit to Oxford University (all science students) 
Annual group visit to The Skills Show (careers fair, Birmingham NEC) 
Annual visit from the Student Finance Road Show team 
Introduction to Higher Education session for parents and students 
Tutorial sessions focusing on aspects of the application process 
Higher Education seminar (student finance, how to choose courses, how to choose universities, how to 
get work experience, how to log-in to UCAS) 
Application and interview skills seminars for those aspiring to ‘Selective’ universities 
Mock interview practice 
Bespoke programmes aimed at supporting applications to Oxbridge/Medicine courses 
On-line application support 
Annual work experience programme for all Year 12 students (one week in March) 
Visiting speakers focusing on a wide range of university-related issues including; ERASMUS (European 
university exchange programme) personal statement writing, applications for STEM subjects etc. 
Access to a specialist careers adviser 
 

‘Sixth formers remark on the strength or relationships and the support they receive in 

gaining university places’  OFSTED 



Careers & Guidance 
Our sixth form students are guided and challenged to ensure they achieve.  We want them to be  
successful and happy. To that end students can ask for help and expert advice from our experienced  
on-site Career Adviser. 
 
Advice on Careers 
 
Students are encouraged to match their abilities and personal characteristics in a realistic way to their  
career choice. There is the opportunity to survey a wide range of options with our own careers adviser.  
Students wishing to go to work after their studies are complete will be helped through the process of  
applying for a job.  Those that wish to go to further or higher education will be assisted every step of the 
way with their college or UCAS applications.  Specific guidance is provided to Level 2 students who are 
writing their CV’s and completing application forms for college and employment. All students will also un-
dertake a work experience placement at the end of Year 12. 
 
UCAS Application 
 
Students are supported with their applications and time is set aside during PSHE periods for essential 
preparation. Tutors are available towards the end of the summer term to help complete  UCAS state-
ments. An annual Careers Fair is organised by our careers adviser and local HE providers, employers and 
government agencies are invited into the school. A variety of information is available to help students 
make the correct choices.  
 



Destinations 2017 

‘The vast majority of students gain a place at university’  OFSTED 

Forename Surname Institution Course 
Aina Ahmed City University Radiography 

Zainab Arif Westminster Law 

Benveer Bains Brunel Computer Science 

Dilanee Balendran Middlesex Accounting 

Manisha Bhatoa Wolverhampton Pharmaceutical Science 

Rubab Butt Queen Mary Science & Engineering 

Constanca Carreira Casimiro Hertfordshire Architecture 

Gunjan Chopra Surrey International Business 

Alexandre Correia Da Camara Exeter Geography 

Muna Digale Kings College History 

Sherwin Domingo  City University Computer Science 

Layyda Emberto West London Adult Nursing 

Harveen Gulati Roehampton Law and Criminology 

Kenzo Gurung Royal Holloway Business Management 

Janan Jama York English 

Rajdeep Johal Warwick Law 

Aaron Johal Portsmouth Accounting with Finance 

Manita Johal Westminster Business Management 

Danual Jones Kent Business & Management 

Anmoljit Kaur Queen Mary Maths 

Keanna Kempisty Surrey Economics 

Roozmehr Kiani keyvan Exeter Law 

Thanushan Koneswaran Northampton Mechanical Engineering 

Kyle Carlo Limbo Brunel Computer Science 

Jenisha Magar Kent Computer Systems Engineering 

Nadia Mohamed St George's Biomedical Science 

Firroz Mohammed Brunel Visual Studies 

Karan Patel Queen Mary Maths with Management 

Amarildo Perlesha London Metropolitan Business Management 

Mahbub Rahman Reading Business Management 

Angelika Ramesh Royal Holloway Physics 

Dania Saleem SOAS Politics & Geography 

Safiya Sharif Queen Mary English 

Amrit Shetra Brunel Computer Science 

Jyoti Singh Queen Mary Pharmaceutical Chemistry 

Inderpreet Singh City University Law 

Ishu Singh Westminster Law 

Akshay Subhash Oxford Brookes Architecture 

Muzna Tanveer St George’s Biomedical Science 

Gary Tiwari-McIntosh Brunel Electronic & Computer Engineering 

Meher Ul-Nisa Kings College Medicine 

Gagandeep Virdi Greenwich Law 

Zachary Whenlock-Allen Brunel Economics with Accounting 

Iqra Yunis Roehampton Film & Drama 



Special Educational Needs  

Students with special educational needs are encouraged to continue their education in the sixth form 
and they will receive advice and guidance on appropriate courses of study on application. Harlington has 
exceptional facilities, which cater for pupils with disabilities, including full access to all areas for  
wheelchairs and a physiotherapy room where students can receive their medical treatment during the 
school day.  Students experiencing difficulties will be offered support with coursework and given  
guidance on study skills and examination techniques.   

High Expectations 

We set high expectations of our students. The onus is on the individual to make the most effective use of 
their study time in order to maximise their chances of success. During study periods all students are  
expected to work quietly in order to allow for a calm and purposeful atmosphere. Year 12 students are 
expected to work in the sixth form common room and may ‘earn’ greater freedoms if they are deemed 
to be performing well in their studies. In early November teachers will assess all students and supply pro-
gress data; those who are well on track are rewarded with a door fob that allows students to leave the 
site during the school day. In order to aid the transition from GCSE to post-16 study all students must 
complete a set of learning tasks related to each of their courses during the summer  
holidays. There is a significant focus on study skills in sixth form assemblies during the first term. Each 
student has a personal tutor who will academically mentor them throughout the duration of their time in 
the sixth form. All students are expected to attend a study skills seminar in the autumn term. 



Enriching Opportunities 
As you will no doubt be aware, in the current challenging economic climate, entry into both university and 
the job market is extremely competitive. Therefore students need to gather rounded skills and attributes 
that set them apart from others in addition to their standard academic achievements. We strive to ensure 
all students develop their interpersonal skills and offer a wide ranging enrichment programme. 
 

Curriculum Enrichment 
In addition to their main courses, students are expected to follow two enrichment activities. Students may 
select from; EPQ, the Duke of Edinburgh Award, Enterprise, Art For Fun, Journalism (school newspaper), 
Sport and Fitness, Cooking. 
 

Volunteering 
Our students collectively give-back to the school and to the local community. Our sixth formers provide in
-lesson support to students in Years 7, 8 and 9 and always provide assistance at school events such as  
parents’ evenings and open evenings.  We have a group of students who take part in the ‘ICT in the  
Community’ project where they assist local pensioners with their internet use. Through the World Wide 
Volunteers programme our students have undertaken projects with a wide range of charitable  
organisations including Victim Support, Safe Haven, Compass Kidz, Haringey Shed, Hillingdon Hospital, 
Rainbow Trust, Hillingdon Play Association and DASH (Learning Disabilities Charity) 
 

Students as leaders 
Sixth form students actively contribute to wider school life through leading the School Council. The Stu-
dent Leadership Group comprises of the Head Boy & Girl, Deputy Head Students and Assistant Head Stu-
dents. Sixth form students may also be selected to act as part of the ‘Prefect Team’. Sixth Form students 
take a lead on organising school events such as productions and charity-related activities. 
 

Organising Charity Events 
Sixth form students take a lead role organising events such as the Fusion talent show, the school produc-
tion and fundraising events for Children in Need, Comic Relief and Sports Relief. This year our student 
leaders have set up a food bank. 
 

Debating 
Sixth form students have their own debate club which meet once per week. Our students won the first 
ever Hillingdon Post-16 debating competition. Recently our students excelled in our first ever entry into 
the MACE schools debating competition. Debating is part of the Year 13 PSHE programme. 
 

Sport & Fitness 
Sixth form students have access to a wide range of fitness equipment in the gym. Students can take up  a 
membership at a subsidised fee of just £5 for the whole year. Students have use of the on-site sports  
centre, GOALS.  
 

Trips 
Students undertake a variety of trips related to their subjects. Each year, for example some of our A level 
History students visit Auschwitz and the A Level Art students recently visited Paris. In recent years our stu-
dents have also visited Dublin and Madrid. Closer to home students have visited the Design Museum, the  
Houses of Parliament, the Old Bailey, the Globe Theatre and the IMAX Cinema. 
 

Summer Ball 
Our Year 13 students organise a summer leaver’s ball. This is always a terrific and popular event which is 

attended by most students and a large number of staff. In the summer term all students attend a leavers’ 

barbeque with their teachers. 



Student Leadership Team 2017 

  HEAD STUDENT 
  Shannon Maguire           

DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT           DEPUTY HEAD STUDENT         SCHOOL COUNCIL LEADER 
       Mohamed Khan     Uqbad Sharif       Balpreet Mahli 

EVENTS MANAGER                CHARITY COORDINATOR           MENTORING MANAGER 
      Diya Chopra      Rebecca Mehmi                                Faham Zaidi 



Volunteering & Mentoring 

A dedicated team of sixth form students continue to make a huge difference to the progress of our 
younger students by giving some of their valuable free time to mentoring.  This collaboration benefits 
both groups as our sixth formers learn additional skills and our young students receive one to one  
support in areas of study that they find more difficult. 

‘I found working with our local residents hugely rewarding. Age 
differences aside I discovered we had a lot in common. It is 
something all students would enjoy. 
 
Not only does it offer the opportunity to connect with a different 
generation, this experience can add value to UCAS applications.’ 
 
 
Shahd Ahmed 

Teaching IT Skills to local residents 

 



Course Information 

You will have the opportunity to speak to the subject teachers on Open Evening and are encouraged to 
study the  information on the individual subject pages that follow. If you have any further questions  
regarding the subjects on offer please contact the teacher listed. 

ENTRY CRITERIA 
 

Though we offer a fresh start for all learners we feel it is vitally important for students to be placed onto 

courses in which they will achieve success. Some schools cynically allow students onto post-16 courses 

with very low entry criteria. We believe this is done in order to generate more funding for the school and 

with a disregard for the best intentions of the students. We refuse to do this at Harlington, believing it 

better for a student to study courses we know they will do well at given the results they have already 

achieved. Some courses are much more challenging than others and therefore a variety of entry criteria 

for courses exist. In general students must aim for 5 GCSE passes at grade 4 or above (including good 

grades in English Language and Mathematics) in order to qualify for Level 3 study. However, some cours-

es require grades that are higher than this.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Courses listed in this prospectus are dependent on enrolment numbers. 

HOW TO APPLY FOR HARLINGTON SIXTH FORM 
 
Forms will be available on Open Evening for both internal and external  applicants. Please complete and  
return to Ms L. Gabriel, Sixth Form Study Manager, Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes, UB3 1PB by 
 

FRIDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2017 



Course Qualification Entry Criteria 2018-19 

Art A Level 5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Art) 

Biology AS/A level 
6 in English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 6,6 in sci-

ences) 

Business A Level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Chemistry AS/A Level 6 in English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 grade (to include 6,6 in sciences) 

Product Design A Level 
5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include C in a 

DT subject) 

Drama A Level 
5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in 

Drama) 

English GCSE Retake 3 or below in GCSE English Language 

Economics A Level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

English Lit A Level 6 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Film Studies A Level 5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

French A Level 
5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in 

French) 

German A Level 
5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in 

German) 

Geography A Level 
5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Geogra-

phy) 

History A Level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in History) 

Maths GCSE Retake 3 in GCSE Maths 

Maths Key Functional Skills 2 or 1 in GCSE Maths 

Maths AS/A Level 
6 in Maths and 5 in English & 3 other subjects at  6 or above (students are also 

required to pass an algebra test) 

Maths (Further) AS/A Level 
7 in Maths and 5 in English & 3 other subjects at 6 or above (must also be stud-

ying regular A Level Maths) 

Media A Level 5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Photography A Level 5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Art) 

Philosophy A Level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in RE) 

Physics AS/A Level 
6 in English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 66 in scienc-

es) 

Psychology A Level 
6 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 66 in scienc-

es) 

Sociology A Level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Textiles A Level 
5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Art 

or Textiles) 

 

Accounting* A level 5 in English and 6 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Politics* A level 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Medical Science* Nat Ext Certificate 
4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 4 in one 

science subject) 

 

Art Nat Ext Certificate 
4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 5 or above 

in Art, Photography or Textiles) 

Business Nat Ext Certificate 4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

ICT Nat Ext Certificate 4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Sport Nat Ext Certificate 4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

Business Extended Certificate 1 subject at grade 4 or above and overall grade 3 average at GCSE 

Health & Social 
Care 

Extended Certificate 1 subject at grade 4 or above and overall grade 3 average at GCSE 

Sport Extended Certificate 1 subject at grade 4 or above and overall grade 3 average at GCSE 

Extended Project EPQ AS 5 in English and Maths & 2 other subjects at 6 or above 

CISCO IT Essentials  Must be studying Level 3 qualifications 

*denotes courses delivered at consortium partner school: Barnhill 



COURSE INFORMATION PAGES 



A/AS Level in Art & Design 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: Coursework units and externally set tasks  

Entry requirements: 5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects 

at 4 or above (to include 6 in Art) 

Contact Teachers: Mr M Rees, Miss P Duff 

Course Content: 
A Level Art and Design is a stimulating two year course 
that mixes well with a range of other A Level subjects and 
is of value even if students do not intend to make a career 
in Art & Design.  The course is split into 4 units over two 
years. The first two units count to the award of an A/S 
Level.  The A Level syllabus builds on the skills and ideas 
developed in the GCSE course and expands the depth of 
visual and aesthetic understanding. 
 
Students are expected to raise their technical skills in a 
range of media to a very high standard while also experi-
encing new techniques, processes and ideas. These in-
clude Printmaking, Sculpture, Painting, Graphic Design and 
Ceramics. 
 
Students should also develop their critical and historical 
awareness of the arts and social/cultural influences on the 
Arts (i.e. keep annotated sketchbooks).  In unit 3 an anno-
tated study of one to three thousand words is required.  
Much of the work is of a personal nature and requires stu-
dents to think and act independently both in school and at 
home. During the course, students are expected to visit 
galleries as well as attending other Art Department trips.  
 
The A/S level qualification requires a portfolio of work and 
a 5-hour exam. 
The A level requires a further personal investigation with 
supported written work and a 15-hour exam. 



BTEC Extended Certificate in Art & Design 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: Coursework units and externally set tasks  

Entry requirements: 4 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects 

at 4 or above (to include 5 in Art, Photography or Textiles) 
 

Contact Teachers: Mr M Rees, Miss P Duff 

Course Content: 
BTECs are vocationally related qualifications where learners 
develop knowledge and understanding by applying their 
learning and skills in a work related context. Additionally, they 
are popular and effective because they engage learners to 
take responsibility for their own learning and to develop skills 
that are essential for the modern-day workplace.  These skills 
include: team working; working from a brief; working to dead-
lines; presenting information effectively; and accurately com-
pleting administrative tasks and processes.  BTEC Firsts moti-
vate learners, and open doors to progression into further 
study and responsibility within the workplace. 

Mandatory Units Core Units 

OPTIONAL SPECIALIST UNITS (example, more units available) 

Graphic Design Briefs Fashion Briefs 

Visual Arts Briefs Photography Briefs 

Career Pathways: 
The knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in studying a BTEC First will aid progression to further 
study for a Level 3 course either A Level or BTEC National in Art and Design. It will also prepare learn-
ers to enter the workplace.  In the art and design sector, learners would be aiming to move into entry
-level roles, such as assistants in design and craft production, the fashion and textiles sector, product 
design services, or the visual arts and visual communication sectors. 



A/AS Level in Biology 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Terminal written exam papers 

Entry requirements: 6 in English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 6,6 in scienc-

es) 
 

Course Content: 
AS Level 
Unit 1: Biological molecules 
Unit 2: Cells 
Unit 3: Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
Unit4: Genetic information, variation and relationships between 
organisms  

 

A Level 
Unit 1: Biological molecules 
Unit 2: Cells 
Unit 3: Organisms exchange substances with their environment 
Unit 4: Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
Unit 5: Energy transfers in and between organisms              
Unit 6: Organisms response to changes in their internal and external envi-
ronments 
Unit 7: Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
Unit 8: The control of gene expression 
 
 

Changes to A Level Biology: 
The new A level is changing from a modular to linear assessment, with all exams at the end of the 
course. The AS will become a stand- alone qualification, which doesn’t contribute to the A- level grade. 
There will no longer be any internal assessment that leads to marks that contribute towards the AS or A-
level grades. In other  words no coursework or controlled assessment. Practical work will be assessed in 
the written papers. 15% of the A-level marks will be for practical knowledge and understanding. 
 
 

 

Contact Teachers: Mr Daly or Ms Tailor or Habib or Ms King 

Career Pathways: 
Biology is a useful subject for anyone 
intending to pursue a career in any 
branch of medicine or veterinary sci-
ence or in many areas of biological or 
biochemistry research. It is also a good 
choice for the non-scientist and com-
bines well with Geography and Psy-
chology 
  



BTEC National Extended Certificate in Business 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: Coursework units and externally 

set tasks  

Entry requirements: 4 or more GCSEs at grades 4 or above 

(or C) preferably including Maths and English language, or BTEC 
Level 2 at Merit or above.    

Career Pathways: 
University, Internship, Employment  

Contact Teachers: Ms N Jana or Mr H Virk 



BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Business 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: Two External Exams, Ten Written Assignments, Presentations and 

Role plays 

Entry requirements: 1 subject at grade 4 or above and overall grade 3 average at GCSE 

 

Course Content:  
 

 12 units with a guided 360 learning hours to aid students to consider a career in one of the 
many business disciplines, such as marketing, finance, sales, recruitment or retail 

 Provide learners the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding of, and develop 
skills in, the business sector across each discipline 

 Support progression to a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic business course or an 
apprenticeship 

Contact Teachers: Ms N Jana or Ms Gover or Mr Virk  

Unit 
  

Title Type Credits 

Unit 1 
CORE 

Enterprise in the Business world 

  
Internal 30 

Unit 2 
CORE 

Finance for Business 

  
External 

(online test) 
  

30 

Unit 9 
CORE 

Principles of marketing 

  
External 

(online exam) 
  

30 

Unit 3 Promoting a Brand 

  
Internal 30 

Unit 4 

  
Principles of customer service 

  
Internal 30 

Unit 5 

 

Sales and personal selling 

  
Internal 30 

Unit 7 

 

Providing business support 
  

Internal 30 

Unit 8 Recruitment, selection and em-
ployment 
  

Internal 30 

Unit 10 Using business documentation 

  
Internal 30 

Unit 12 Introducing law and consumer 
rights 

  

Internal 30 

Unit 13 Financial planning and fore-
casting 

  

Internal 30 

Unit 17 Visual merchandising in retail 
business 

  

Internal 30 

Career Pathway: 

 

BTEC Level 2 qualifica-

tion leads onto BTEC lev-

el 3 or AS levels (if stu-

dents gain overall Merit). 

Alternatively students will 

be able to access customer 

service or administrative 

jobs at a junior level. 



A/AS Level in Chemistry 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Examination 

Entry requirements:  6 in both English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 grade (to include 6,6 in 

sciences) 

Course Content: 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all the AS exams at the end of their AS 

course and all the A Level exams at the end of their A Level course. The Full A level course will cover 

both AS and A Level content  

  AS Level only Full A level 

Physical 
chemistry 

Atomic structure Thermodynamics 

Amount of substance Rate equations 

Bonding Equilibrium constant Kc for homogeneous systems 

Energetics Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells 

Kinetics Acids and bases 

Chemical equilibria and Le Chatelier's principle   

Oxidation, reduction and redox equations   

Inorganic 
Chemistry 

Periodicity Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides 

Group 2, the alkaline earth metals Transition metals 

Group 7, the halogens Reactions of ions in aqueous solution 

  Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides 

Organic 
chemistry 

Introduction to organic chemistry Optical isomerism 

Alkanes Aldehydes and ketones 

Halogenoalkanes Carboxylic acids and derivatives 

Alkenes Aromatic chemistry 

Alcohols Amines 

Organic analysis Polymers 

  Amino acids, proteins and DNA 

  Organic synthesis 

  Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy 

  Chromatography 

Course Overview: 
Chemistry is the subject of elements and of the compounds they 
form.  It is a subject that leads you to where your imagination can 
take you.  Mathematics is very much involved in chemistry, mainly 
algebra.  It is a challenging but interesting subject and it is brilliant 
when you can really get to grips with a problem, e.g. preparing a sub-
stance and then carrying out tests to confirm that it is the substance 
that you have made.  Some, or I’d rather say, most of the substances 
that have been formed by chemists have been formed by luck or by 
mistake e.g. ammonia gas. 

Chemistry is essential to study Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy.  It is advisable 
for any other para-medical or biological degree course as well as some engineering courses.  The skills 
learned in chemistry are also highly valued in the study of Law/ Accountancy/Science/Information Tech-
nology 

Contact Teachers: Ms Gibbons or Mr Sabri 



A Level in Drama 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Examination 

Entry requirements:  6 in both English and Maths & 4 other 

subjects at 6 grade (to include 6,6 in sciences) 

Course Content: 
A Level Drama & Theatre Arts is a stimulating two year course 
that mixes well with a range of other A Level subjects and is of 
value even if students do not intend to make a career in Drama. 
 
The course is split into 4 units over 2 years.  The A Level syllabus 
builds on the skills and ideas developed in the GCSE course and  

Contact Teachers: Mr Folskson or Ms Kosek 

  

A Level 

    

Unit 1 Practitioners in practice 40% Internally assessed/externally moderated 

  

Unit 2 Exploring and exploring texts 20% Externally assessed production 

Unit 3 Analysing performance 

  
20% Written exam 

  

Unit 4 Deconstruction of performance text 20% Written exam 

Student Perspective: 
A great challenge and fun to work and interact with other people. 

Career Pathways: 
Basic for all careers to do with drama, films, stage management, TV, communi-
cation skills e.g. teaching and advertising. 
 
Does the career you want to follow involve dealing with people? If so, this 
course would be particularly valuable in your chosen career.  



The Cisco Networking Academy® IT Essentials curriculum provides an introduction to the technical skills need-
ed to help meet the growing demand for entry-level ICT professionals. The curriculum covers the fundamen-
tals of computer hardware and software as well as advanced concepts such as security, networking, and the 
responsibilities of an ICT professional. The curriculum offers the following benefits: 
 
 Students develop working knowledge of how computers operate, how to assemble computers, and how to 

troubleshoot hardware and software issues.  

 Hands-on labs and the Virtual Laptop and Virtual Desktop learning tools help students develop critical 
thinking and complex problem-solving skills. The course emphasizes the practical application of skills and 
procedures needed for hardware and software installations, upgrades, and troubleshooting.  

 Cisco® Packet Tracer simulation-based learning activities promote the exploration of networking and net-
work security concepts, while allowing students to experiment with network behavior.  

 Online assessments provide immediate feedback to support the evaluation of knowledge and acquired 
skills.  

 The course helps students develop the career skills needed to successful communicate within an ICT busi-
ness environment and interact with customers  

IT Essentials PC Hardware and Software 
Exam Board: Cisco Networking Academy 
Method of Assessment: On-going examination 

Entry requirements:  Must be studying Level 3 qualifications 

 

Course Overview:  

Course Content: 
 

 Building a computer and installation of the motherboard, floppy and hard drives, CD-ROM, and video cards.  

 Installing and managing Windows operating systems.  

 Adding peripherals and multimedia capabilities.  

 Implementing and using a local-area network architecture, networking protocols, and TCP/IP utilities.  

 Maintaining and troubleshooting PC hardware and software.  

Industry Recognised Certification: 
 

IT Essentials: PC Hardware and Software is a hands-on, career-oriented e-learning solution with an emphasis on practi-
cal experience to help students develop fundamental computer skills, along with essential career skills. The curriculum 
helps students prepare for entry-level ICT career opportunities and the CompTIA A+ certification, which helps students 
differentiate themselves in the marketplace to advance their careers. In addition, ITE provides a learning pathway to 
the Cisco CCNA® curricula. After becoming certified, students will be qualified to work as computer support profession-
als and technicians in a variety of work environments and industries as an IT Technician, Remote Support Technician or 
Depot Technician.  
 

Student Perspective: 
 

“The course is interesting and fairly easy for those who take a keen interest in ICT, but even if you are a beginner you 
can learn the information with the online materials, accessible from anywhere, anytime. I'd recommend the course to 
anyone who takes an interest in ICT, Networking or general computers. It helps if you are open to new concepts and 
ideas as you study computing in depth on this course. I would like to become a Network Manager by taking Cisco to 
the next level at university.”  

Contact Teachers: Mr MBuru or Mr Hasham 



A Level in Economics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: 3 written examinations at the end of Year 12 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

 

Course Overview: 
The study of Economics is concerned with the allocation of scarce resources and the decisions which 
then have to be made by individuals, businesses and governments when allocating these resources. It 
looks at the trade-offs involved in making these decisions and tools that can be used to help in the 
decision making process. The course is spilt into two distinct categories – the focus on the microeco-
nomic factors and the focus on the macroeconomic factors. 
 
As part of the final assessment students will be required to demonstrate quantitative as well as quali-
tative skills. Therefore it is vital that students have a strong basis in Maths and English.  
 
Students will be assessed at the end of year 13 through three exams which will assess the content 
covered over the two years.  
 

Contact Teachers: Mr Virk or Ms Jana 

Career Pathways: 
Economics keeps you career options open. The skills developed 
are much valued by employers and Economics is useful in a sur-
prisingly wide variety of careers. Economics A Level students 
have gone to university to read a wide range of courses ranging 
from Economics, Management to Engineering 



A/AS Level in English Literature 
Exam Board: OCR 
Method of Assessment: AS Level exams  at the end of  Year 12. A level exams at the end of Year 

13 as well as 2 pieces of coursework. 

Entry requirements:  6 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above. 
 

Contact Teachers: Ms Singh or Mr Farrell or Ms Carrena 

Course Overview: 
Welcome to A Level English Literature. This is a successful subject at A Level and we are all committed 
to taking you from your GCSE studies and equipping you for university study in this or other subjects. 
This course will deepen your knowledge of literature and support the development of your writing 
skills. You will be introduced to more challenging texts and will be expected to research topics which 
are of interest to you on the course. A Level English Literature is a highly regarded subject and com-
plements a range of other subjects, including History, Philosophy and Ethics, Media and Psychology as 
well as the sciences. This is a great course for those wishing to pursue careers in a wide range of pro-
fessions, including journalism, business, media, teaching, law and writing. We sincerely hope you en-
joy your time with us, and that we can help you to achieve your goals. 

There are six 50 minute lessons per week together with regular enrichment activities such as theatre 
trips and lectures. 

Assessment Objective 1 Articulate informed personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated 

concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression. 

Assessment Objective 2 Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts. 

Assessment Objective 3 Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which 

literary texts are written and received. 

Assessment Objective 4 Explore connections and comparisons between different literary texts. 

Assessment Objective 5 Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations. 



GCSE English Language 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: 2 exams at the end of 

the year, each of 1 hour and 45 minutes. 
 

Entry requirements: Grade 3 or below in English 

Language. Students with Grade 4 will be permitted 
to retake if space permits. 

Contact Teacher:  Ms Hellier 

Students aged 16 to 19 who wish to continue into further education must have a grade 4 or 
above in either GCSE English Literature or GCSE English Language.  Many universities will be look-
ing for a grade 5 GCSE in English Language. In order to secure funding for their further education 
course, students with a grade 3 or below must continue to study GCSE English Language. 

Course Assessment: 
 
PAPER 1 

 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
(50% of the GCSE assessed by External Examination) 

 
PAPER 2 

 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
(50% of the GCSE assessed by External Examination) 

 
 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
 

Students will be assessed for their ability to make a presentation, participate 
in an informed discussion and argue a point of view. 



AS Level Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Completely coursework based.  There is no exam.  A report of about 5000 

words plus your completed Log are sent off for moderation. Worth the same UCAS points as any AS’ 

Level 

Entry Requirements: 5 in English and Maths & 2 other subjects at 6 or above 

Contact Teachers: Ms Singh or Mr Farrell or Ms Carrena 

The Project :  80 hours of independent study  
This new and exciting course is unlike any other A’ level; as it has no set content  Each student has the 
opportunity to decide their own topic of study and their own research question.  You will be assigned a 
tutor who will help you carry out your research and put together your own report. You will complete a 
log charting your progress and give a presentation of your findings. 
 

The Taught Element :  30 hours of guided study.  

You will be taught all the skills and techniques you need to form a good research question, carry out 

the research and produce an outstanding report. (2 periods a week) 

Progression Pathway:                                                             
This course prepares you like no other for university. It is highly valued by the Top Russell Group Uni-

versities. It will allow you to demonstrate independent working, analytical ability and the construction 

of a complex argument based on your own research. It can significantly enhance your personal state-



A Level Film Studies 
Exam Board: Eduqas 
Method of Assessment: 70% exam, 30% coursework 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

 
Course Content: 
Students will gain a deeper understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of film. Film was the major 
art form of the twentieth century and it is a cultural form that is still of great significance at the be-
ginning of the new millennium. 

Contact Teachers: Mr Mann 

Career Pathways: 
Film Studies offers valuable transferable academic skills which can be used to gain access to a wide 
range of other subject courses at degree level. Possible careers pathways are, extremely flexible.  
Contrary certain views film dies has been an extremely successful way for our students to gain ac-
cess into excellent universities. Our high grades rewards students with sufficient UCAS points to en-
ter almost any discipline.  



A Level in French 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Examination 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in  

French) 
 

 
Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing  
Assessment: Externally examined written paper 

AS Level: 1 hour 45 mins. Weighting: 45% 

A Level: 2 hours 30 mins. Weighting 50% 

Unit 2 : Writing 

Assessment: Translation & critical essay  

AS Level: One essay on chosen film or text; English to French 

translation. 1 hour 15 mins. Weighting: 25%  

A Level: Two essays on chosen film and text.  

2 hours. Weighting 20% 

Unit 3: Speaking (topic discussion & question re-

sponse)  
Assessment: Discussion, presentation 

AS Level: 12-14 mins. Weighting: 30%  

COURSE CONTENT 
Social Issues & Current trends: the changing state of the family ‘cyber-society’, the role of  

voluntary work. Positive aspects of a diverse society, marginalisation, how criminals are treated. 

Artistic culture: Film, contemporary music, culture & heritage. Teenagers in society, demonstrations, 

Politics and Immigration. 

Grammar: Pupils are expected to use show understanding of a variety of grammatical structures and 

systems (see AQA draft specification for more details). 

Individual Research Project: Pupils choose a question on a topic of interest to them and which 

relates to a country or countries where French is spoken.   

 

À acheter! What to buy 
A small book of French Verb tables (Bescherelle, Hatier) 

A Higher level GCSE , or A level revision guide with CD for 

Listening practice. It is important to listen to some French in the 

long holiday! 
 

Career Pathways:  
In the world of work a second language and the skills it de-

mands are  very marketable assets. At University it is possible 

to combine French with almost any other discipline from 

Chemistry to Law to Business, Media and Medicine. 

A students perspective:  
This course provides a lively, stimulating and challeng-

ing continuation from GCSE. The course demands cul-

tural, social and grammatical awareness as you will ex-

plore a wide variety of themes relating to contemporary 

French society, the world over! You will also get the 

opportunity to visit France. 

SI VOUS AVEZ DES QUESTIONS... 

Contact Teachers: Mr Bothwell or Ms 
Popa 



A Level in German 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Examination 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or 

above (to include 6 in German) 

Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing  
Assessment: Externally examined written paper 

AS Level: 1 hour 45 mins. Weighting: 45% 

A Level: 2 hours 30 mins. Weighting 50% 

Unit 2 : Writing 

Assessment: Translation & critical essay  

AS Level: One essay on chosen film or text; English to German 

translation. 1 hour 15 mins. Weighting: 25%  

A Level: Two essays on chosen film and text. English to Germna 

translation. 2 hours. Weighting 20% 

Unit 3: Speaking (topic discussion & question re-

sponse)  
Assessment: Discussion, presentation 

AS Level: 12-14 mins. Weighting: 30%  

COURSE CONTENT 
Social Issues & Current trends: The changing state of the family, the digital world, youth culture: 

fashion & trends, music, television). Immigration, Integration & Racism. 

Artistic culture: Festivals & traditions, art & architecture, cultural life in Berlin—past & present.  

Germany & the European Union, Politics & Youth, German RE-unification & its consequences. 

Grammar: Pupils are expected to use show understanding of a variety of grammatical structures and 

systems (see AQA draft specification for more details). 

Individual Research Project: Pupils choose a question on a topic of interest to them and which 

relates to a country or countries where German is spoken.   

Zu kaufen! What to buy 
A small book of German Verb tables  

A Higher level GCSE , or A level revision guide with CD for 

Listening practice. It is important to listen to some German in 

the long summer holiday! 
 

Career Pathways:  
In the world of work a second language and the skills it de-

mands are  very marketable assets. At University it is possible 

to combine German with almost any other discipline from 

Chemistry to Law to Business, Media and Medicine. 

A students perspective:  
This course provides a lively, stimulating and challenging 

continuation from GCSE. The course demands cultural, 

social and grammatical awareness as you will explore a 

wide variety of themes relating to contemporary German  

society, the world over! You will also get the opportunity 

to visit Germany. 

WENN SIE FRAGEN HABEN... 

Contact Teachers: Mr Bothwell or Mr 

MPety 



A Level in Geography 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: This is a two year course that will be assessed at the end of the second year by 

two written examinations and a 3000-4000 word fieldwork investigation. 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Geography) 

 
Course Content: 

Unit 1: Physical geography 
 
Section A: Water and carbon cycles 
Section B: Coastal systems and landscapes  
Section C: Hazards  
 
Unit 1 exam: Written examination: 2 hour and 30 minutes, 
40% of the qualification. 
The examination may include multiple-choice questions, 
short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked 
questions. 
 

 Unit 2: Human geography  
 
Section A: Global systems and global governance 
Section B: Changing places 
Section C:  Population and the environment  
Unit 2 exam: Written examination: 2 hour and 30 minutes, 
40% of the qualification. 
The examination may include multiple-choice questions, 
short open, open response, calculations and resource-linked 
questions and extended writing questions.  
 

Unit 3: Geography Fieldwork investigation  
 
Students must complete a minimum of four days of field-
work. Fieldwork must be carried out in relation to physical 
and human geography. Students complete an individual in-
vestigation which must include data collected in the field. 
The individual investigation must be based on a question or 
issue defined and developed by the student relating to any 
part of the specification content. 

How it's assessed: 
3,000–4,000 words 
20% of A Level 

 

Career Pathways: 
Students of Geography are well prepared for the world outside.  The subject contains many key skills which 
are relevant to almost any career or degree course. There are a huge variety of career paths that Geography 

relates to– please speak to the contact teachers! 

Contact Teachers: Ms Butcher or Ms Barnes 
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A Level in History 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: Examination 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in History) 

 
Course Content: 

Unit 1: In search of the American dream: The USA 1917-96. 
 
Students will learn about the dramatic political, economic and social  
Transformation of the USA in the twentieth century, an era that saw the 
USA challenged by the consequences of political, economic and social 
Inequalities at home and of its involvement in International conflict 
 

Unit 2: South Africa, 1948-94: from apartheid state to 
‘rainbow nation.’ 
 
Students will learn about the transition from White minority rule to free 
Elections in 1994. We will look at the creation of the apartheid regime  
and the methods used to overthrow apartheid. 
 

Unit 3: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 1399-1509        
 
We will look at the dramatic developments in late medieval England that 
 centred around the personalities and skills of a series of Kings, Queens 
and powerful subjects during the fight for the throne of England 
 

Unit 4: Historical Enquiry:  20th Century International Rela-
tions, 1879-1980. 
You will complete an assignment in which you are to analyse and evaluate 
different interpretations. 
Maximum: 4,000 words    
 

Additional Skills: 
 

With A level History, you will learn critical thinking skills, excellent writing skills and public speaking skills 
that translate well into the world of work. 
Because the skills gained by History A- level are so wide-ranging, the skills you gain are required by almost eve-
ry type of employer. If you continue by going for a Bachelor's degree in History you have the opportunity to 
have a career as a research assistant or a management trainee. Your career opportunities will widen dramati-
cally if you also have a Master's degree or doctorate in History. Furthermore, It's rare to be able to walk straight 
into a history-related occupation upon graduating. Such careers need to be planned for, as they usually need 
some extra study or training. However, history graduates gain so many transferable skills that employers in 
business, government and education are often keen to recruit you. Such skills include research, communication 
and statistical methods. Your employability will be enhanced if you undertake work experience and relevant 
post-graduate qualifications.             

Contact Teachers: Mr Daoudi or Ms Hughes 
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Cambridge Technical Level 3 in IT 
Exam Board: OCT 
Method of Assessment: There is one internally assessed unit which is marked and submitted to the 

exam board for moderation.  
 

Externally Examined units: these are the Mandatory units are examined in the January and June. Stu-
dents are allowed one resit. Results are published in the March and August. 
 

Entry requirements:  4 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

 

Contact Teacher: Mr McGovern 

Overview: 
This is an industry approved course with a high focus on 
cyber-security. The OCT Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in 
IT are an Award that offer two routes. The Applied Gen-
eral Award designed for those wishing to attend Universi-
ty and the Technicals Level Award which are designed for 
those considering employment. Both awards follow the 
same course in the first year with two Mandatory units, 
and both externally examined. This accounts for 180 
Guided Learning Hours.  

In the second year students can either follow the Applied or Technical pathways and there are five 
pathways. The main difference is that the Applied Award has one Mandatory Unit in the second year 
and is externally assessed whereas the Technical pathways have a Mandatory Unit which is internally 
assessed. Both awards have two further units which are also internally assessed.  

Career Pathways: 
 Data Analyst 
 Information Systems Manager 
 Computer Scientist 
 IT Consultant 
 Systems Analyst 
 Software Design 
 Network Engineer 
 Network Analyst 
 Web Content Manager 
 Cyber security analyst/

investigator 



A/AS Level in Mathematics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: AS Level- two papers written at end of first year of study, 1x  2 hour pure 

papers and 1x 1 ¼  hour applied (both Statistics and Mechanics assessed in one paper) paper, all calcula-
tor. A level– three papers at the end of second year of study, 2 x 2  hour pure papers and 1 x 1 hour ap-
plied (both Statistics and Mechanics assessed in one paper) paper, all calculator [half the papers will be 
at the AS level knowledge] 
 

Entry requirements:  6 in Maths and 5 in English & 3 other subjects at  6 or above (students are also 

required to pass an algebra test) 
 

Course Content: The AS and A level Mathematics course is to de-

signed to promote students confidence and enjoyment of mathematics 
by extending their range of mathematical skills and techniques.  It allows 
them to apply Mathematics in other contexts and communicate rational-
ly for the varied use of mathematics. During the course students will be 
expected to apply logic and use technology (such as computers and cal-
culators) to generalise mathematics and take an increased responsibility 
for their own mathematical learning. They will be provided with skill 
such a how to construct mathematical proofs, interpret problems and 
communicate their understanding of higher level mathematics.    
 

Student Perspective: A-Level Mathematics allows you to further enhance your analytical and quanti-

tative skills, both of which are essential within any future career path. Although, at times it can be ex-
tremely challenging there is no better feeling than the sense of achievement once a solution is discov-
ered. To succeed within the subject you must be prepared to work 
hard!  
 

Career Pathways: Accounting, Business Management, Invest-

ment, Banking, Engineering, Architecture, Computer Programming 
and careers in the sciences all requires a high level of Mathematics. 

Contact Teachers: Ms Vallow or Ms Chohan 



A/AS Level in Further Mathematics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: On top of the Mathematics course students will sit; 

AS- two papers written at end of first year of study, 1 x 1 hour 40mins  pure and 1 x 1 hour 40mins op-
tional paper (Further Pure, Statistics, Mechanics and Decision – what is offered will depend on teaching 
staff availability). A level- three papers at the end of second year of study, 2x 1 ½ hour pure and 2 x 1 ½ 
hour optional paper (Further Pure, Statistics, Mechanics and Decision – what is offered will depend on 
teaching staff availability) [half the papers will be at the AS level knowledge] 
This specification has been designed for students who have a high ability in or are motivated by 
Mathematics. 
 

Entry requirements:  7 in Maths and 5 in English & 3 other subjects at 6 or above (must also be stuy-

ing regular A Level Maths) 
 

Course Content: Further Mathematics is increasingly becoming a popular course at GCE level. Top 

Universities like The Imperial College of London, King’s College University and several top learning insti-
tutions are now keen to recruit students who from this course are able to demonstrate Fluency in Math-
ematical concepts. 
 
This is a taught course which requires a lot commitment and dedication through self-study. The students 
are taught content which supports and builds upon the Mathematic A level content. 

Student Perspective: A-Level Mathe-

matics allows you to further enhance your 
analytical and quantitative skills, both of 
which are essential within any future ca-
reer path. Students who take Further 
Mathematics find that the additional time 
spent studying mathematics boosts their 
marks in the single A level Mathematics. 
For someone who enjoys mathematics, it 
provides a challenge and a chance to ex-

Career Pathways: Computer design and programming, Actuarial expert, Mathematics Teaching,  

Engineering, Sciences, Computing, Finance/Economics  

Contact Teachers: Ms Vallow or Ms Chohan 
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GCSE Mathematics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: 3 one hour exam papers including one non-calculator  
 

Entry requirements: Grade 3 or below in Mathematics. Students with Grade 4 will be permitted 

to retake if space permits. 

Contact Teacher:  Ms Vallow or Ms Chohan 

Course Content: 
Students will undertake this GCSE course in Year 12 in preparation for them to retake the GCSE 
exam at the end of the year. Selected students may undertake a functional skills paper during 
the year which will be a stepping stone for them to retake GCSE the following year. Students 
who do not reach Grade 4 in Year 12 are required to continue the study of Maths into Year 13. 

Career Pathways: 
Completing this course successfully will allow you to access a variety of A level subjects. 
 
Strong numeracy skills are essential for; Accounting, Business Management, Investment, Banking, 
Engineering, Architecture, Computer Programming and careers in the sciences.  

Students aged 16 to 19 who wish to continue into further education must have a 
grade 4 or above in GCSE Mathematics.  Many universities will be looking for a 
grade 5 GCSE in Maths. In order to secure funding for their further education 
course, students with a grade 3 or below must continue to study GCSE Maths. 



A Level in Media Studies 
Exam Board: Eduqas  
Method of Assessment: 70% exam, 30% coursework 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Content:  
This course offers students a unique insight into the mass media, developing a critical understanding of 
media products, industries and audiences across the worlds of print, radio, TV, film and new digital tech-
nologies. Media Studies is a stimulating, creative subject that helps students to develop skills and atti-
tudes that are valuable for employment in any career. Through its study, students develop analytical, 
research and practical production skills and this course offers an excellent foundation for a wide range 
of careers in media industries such as advertising, journalism, graphic design, film, television and radio 
production, marketing and promotion or for those who wish to pursue further study. 
 

Career Pathways: 
Possible careers pathways are, extremely flexible. Contrary certain views media has been extremely suc-

cessful in getting a very high percentage of our students into excellent universities. Our high pass rate 

rewards students with sufficient UCAS points to enter almost any discipline. Previous students have 

gone on to study careers ranging from law, architecture, accountancy, medicine, media studies, adver-

tising, journalism, marketing and estate management to mention just a few. 

We also enjoyed tremendous success in the students exit strategies in terms of going to  
good universities after doing this A-Level. It is recommended that students who take Media also take 
Film Studies. The combination of A level are widely accepted and encouraged by universities. 
 

Journalism/Media/Marketing/PR/Teaching/Law/Editing/Research/Education. 
 

Contact Teachers: Mr Mann 



A Level in Philosophy & Ethics 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment:  

Component 1 
Written exam: 2 hours, 120 marks, 67% of A Level  
Section A: Philosophy of religion – two compulsory two-part questions worth 15 marks and 15 marks on 
philosophy of religion (60 marks). 
Section B: Ethics – two compulsory two-part questions worth 15 marks and 15 marks on ethics and reli-
gion (60 marks).  

Component 2 

Written exam: 1 hour , 60 marks, 33% of A Level 
Study of religion – two compulsory two-part questions worth 15 marks and 15 marks relating to the reli-
gion chosen (60 marks). 
 

Entry requirements:  5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in RE) 

 

Course Content:  
 
Section A: Philosophy of religion 
 Arguments for the existence of God 
 Evil and suffering 
 Religious experience 
 
Section B: Ethics of religion 
 Ethical theories 
 Issues of human life and death 
 Issues of animal life and death 
This tests ethical understanding and consists of two compulsory two-
part questions; in each two-part question the first part tests AO1 (15 
marks) and the second part tests AO2 (15 marks). 
 

Student Perspective:  
Anyone who has an interest in the Big Questions about life and has a reasonably creative mind cou-
pled with the ability to form arguments should relish this subject.  A previous grounding in this subject 
is of benefit but not essential.  It is important that students are interested in language and fluent in 

Career Pathways: 
An AS Level in Philosophy and Ethics is regarded highly by universities and may translate into a de-
gree in Philosophy and Ethics, Philosophy, Politics and Economics or Theology; or work well with the 
sciences and humanities.  Graduates in this subject go into Law, Civil Service, Politics, Business and 
Teaching. 

Contact Teachers: Mr Quartey   or Mr Wilde 
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A Level in Photography 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Coursework unit and externally set exam (15 hours supervised time)  

Entry requirements:  5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above (to include 6 in Art) 

Course Content: 
‘A’ Level Photography is a stimulating two year course that mixes well with a range of other ‘A’ Level sub-
jects and is of value even if students do not intend to make a career in Photography.  The course is split 
into 2 units over the two years and students will be introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a 
range of photographic media, techniques and processes, which expand the depth of visual and aesthetic 
understanding. Students are expected to raise their technical skills while responding to set themes/
projects to a very high standard while also experiencing new techniques, processes and ideas. These in-
clude Photoshop editing, Digital Manipulation, Studio, Darkroom and Photograms. 
 
Students should also develop their critical and historical awareness of Photography and social/cultural 

influences on the Arts (i.e. keep annotated sketchbooks).  In unit 1, an annotated study of one to three 

thousand words is required.  Much of the work is of a personal nature and requires students to think and 

act independently both in school and at home. You must be active with your camera, responding to set 

themes and assignments, creating a portfolio of individual creative personal work inspired and informed 

by research into the work of others. You will also be expected to visit galleries as well as attending other 

Art Department trips. 

Component 1 : Personal Investigation – Practical unit, chosen by the student to include a separate 
written essay (1000 -3000 words). No time limit, 60% of A Level. Set and marked in school moderated by 
AQA visit 
Component 2 : Externally set assignment  
Preparatory period plus 15 hours supervised time, 40% of A Level. Set by AQA, marked in school, moder-
ated by AQA visit 
 

Career Pathways: 
Press photography, fashion photography, commercial photography, wedding photography, product pho-
tography, website photography. 

Contact Teachers: Ms Duff or Ms Mistry 



A/AS Level in Physics 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all the AS ex-

ams at the end of their AS course and all the A-level exams at the end of their A-level course. AS Physics 
lasts one year, with exams at the end. A-level Physics lasts a further year, with exams at the end of the 
second year.  

Entry requirements:  6 in English and Maths & 4 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 6, 6 in sci-

ences) 
 

Subject content AS Level 
 
Core content 

 Measurements and their errors 

 Particles and radiation 

 Waves 

 Mechanics and materials 

 Electricity 

 Further mechanics and thermal physics 

 Fields and their consequences 

 Nuclear physics 

Options 

 Astrophysics 

 Medical physics 

 Engineering physics 

 Turning points in physics 

 Electronics 

Student Perspective: 

A Level Physics is a challenging subject that requires a high level of motivation.  It enables you to devel-
op personal skills such as problem solving, analysing detailed information, perception and interpreta-
tion of our physical environment.  Within lessons we are able to work on group activities or on inde-
pendent tasks.  The course incorporates a number of modules which are stimulating in their depth and 
content.  Alongside the modular exams there is an assessed practical that contributes to your final 
grade.  After obtaining your grade, ‘A’ Level Physics is a highly valued subject by Higher Educational 
establishments in relation to such areas as Medicine, Engineering, Mathematics, Computing and Busi-
ness. 

Contact Teachers: Mr Sabri or Mr Ball 



A Level in Product Design 
Exam Board: AQA 

Method of Assessment: 
The A Level award includes four units: two assessed by 
examination and two by submission of coursework 
 
Unit 1 - PROD1 Materials, Components and Application 
25% of A Level - 2 hour written paper 
 
Unit 2 - PROD2 Learning Through Designing and Making 
25% of A Level -  Coursework - approx 50 hours 
 
Unit 3 - PROD3 Design and Manufacture 
25% of A Level - 2 hour written paper 
 
Unit 4 - PROD4 Design and Making Practice 
25% of A Level - Coursework - approx 60 hours  

Entry requirements:   

5 in English and 4 in Maths & 3 other subjects at 
4 or above (to include C in a DT subject) 
 
If you have not studied D&T at GCSE, please 
make an appointment with Mr Jefferies or Mr 
Mburu.  

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 Investigate materials, components and their uses 
 Consider and use industrial, business and commer-

cial practices 
 Use industrial terminology, methods and proce-

dures 
 Focus on the needs of client, manufacturer, retailer, 

target market and potential users 
 Utilise digital technology to enhance design and 

technology capability 
 Use CAD/CAM related to the specific type of prod-

uct or area of study  

Career Pathways: 
A good foundation for all careers in design, engineering, manufacturing and teaching.  This course will 
enable you to study for a number of design related degrees at University.  The course will give you the 
opportunity to build up a broad portfolio to impress future employers or university admission tutors.  

Contact Teachers: Mr MBuru or Mr Jefferies 



A Level in Psychology 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: This A Level course is comprised of both core and optional components 

arranged in 3 modules. Each module will be examined at the end of the second year. Each exam is 2 
hours long. 6 hours in total in line with new regulations. There is no coursework component for this 
course.  

Entry requirements:  6 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 6 or above (to include 66 in sci-

ences) 

Contact Teachers: Mr Whitten 

Course Content: 
This new course offers an engaging and effective introduction to Psy-
chology which will appeal to a cross – section of students regardless 
of whether they have studied Psychology before. 
 
Psychology is an exciting investigation of how the human mind works 
and what motivates behaviour.  The aim of Psychologists is to further 
our understanding of; the way in which people think and the reasons 
behind particular types of thoughts both normal and abnormal. 
 
The course has compulsory core units such as Memory, Biological and 
Social Psychology. There are also various option modules such as Fo-

Student Perspective: 
The specific study of the mind and human behavior at ‘A’ Level has proved to be both challenging and 
stimulating.  As it stems from philosophy, there are many opportunities to discuss the big questions 
such as what makes us Human? and do we have ‘Free will’? Lessons are based upon real research from 
both a scientific and subjective perspective. You will develop critical thinking, evaluative and data han-
dling skills. You will also learn how to construct and communicate complex arguments. 

Career Pathways: 
Psychology opens a dynamic range of exciting careers from Journalism to criminal/forensic science.  An 
understanding of Human Nature is important in many elements of business, but especially in Manage-
ment and Marketing. Specialist Psychologists earn large salaries in the fields of Sports Psychology, Edu-
cation, Mental Health, and Law.   
 
Psychology combines well with English, Maths, Science, Sports Science, Law, History, IT and Business.  
Results have been excellent in recent years with the majority of students progressing to university.  



A Level in Sociology 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: This qualification is linear. 

Linear means that students will sit all the AS exams at the 
end of their AS course and all the A-level exams at the 
end of their A-level course. AS Physics lasts one year, with 
exams at the end. A-level Physics lasts a further year, 
with exams at the end of the second year.  

Entry requirements: 5 in English and Maths & 3 other subjects at 4 or above 

 
 

Course Content: 
 The study of society, in particular the western developed world.  

 Explore the meaning of culture and identity to different groups in society.  

 The study of structures and institutions in society such as education, government, media, religion, 

health care, the family, the workplace etc.  

 Examines inequality, focusing on class, gender, ethnicity, age, sexuality and disability.  

 Uses theoretical perspectives to analyse different social phenomena and social processes.  

 Carries out research using a range of methods; interviews, questionnaires/surveys, experiments, ob-

servations, case studies, content analysis.  

Paper 1 
Education with Theory and 

Methods 

Paper 2 
Topics in Sociology 

Paper 3 
Crime with Theory and Meth-

ods 

Education: 
• 4 marks - Outline two 
• 6 mark - Identify three 

• 10 mark - Applying material 

from Item ?, analyse two 
• 30 mark - Assess the claim 

  
Methods in Context: 20 marks ― 

Evaluate the strengths and limita-

tions of a method in studying an 

area of education. 
  

Theory and Methods: 10 marks – 

Outline two 

Health 
 • 10 mark Outline two 

• 10 marks Applying material 

from Item ?, analyse two 
• 20 mark Assess the claim 

  
Mass Media: 

• 10 mark Outline two 
• 10 marks Applying material 

from Item ?, analyse two 
• 20 mark Assess the claim 

Crime and Deviance: 
• 4 marks Outline two 

 • 6 mark Identify three 
• 10 mark Applying material from 

Item ?, analyse two 
• 30 mark Assess the claim 

  
  

Theory and Methods: 10 marks – 

Outline two 20 Marks – Evaluate 

Exam: 2 hours 
80 marks 

33% of A-Level 

Exam: 2 hours 
80 marks 

33% of A-Level 

Exam: 2 hours 
80 marks 

33% of A-Level 

Career Pathways: 
Sociology will prepare you for higher education and a wide range of careers from teaching, politics, 
social work, marketing, researchers and nursing to law and journalism to name just a few. 

Contact Teacher: Mr Wilde 



BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: 7 units over 2 years, allowing A 

levels to be studied alongside.  1 unit is completed as an ex-
ternal exam, 1 other unit is completed as a controlled as-
sessment.  The remaining units are coursework based 

 

Entry requirements: 4 in English and Maths & 3 other 

subjects at 4 or above. BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate– 
Merit or above. 

Course Content: 
 Anatomy and Physiology in Sport 
 Fitness Training and Programming for Health Sport and 

well being 
 Professional Development in the Sports industry 
 Sports Leadership 
 Application of Fitness Testing 
 Sports Psychology  

Methods of Study: 
 Exam  
 Case Study Controlled assessment  
 Research 
 Practical Performance 
 Application of Sports Science to  
 Improve Performance   

   

Career Pathway: 
Opportunity for employment within the sports industry or to continue with further education in 
sport. 

Contact Teacher: Ms Harrison or Mr Walsh 



BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Sport 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
Method of Assessment: 12 Units, 2 exams. Assignments 

& Practical assessments 

 

Entry requirements: 1 subject at grade 4 or above and 

overall grade 3 average at GCSE 

Contact Teacher: Ms Harrison or Mr Walsh 

Course Content: 
 Fitness for sport and exercise  
 Practical Sports Performance  
 The Mind and Sports Performance  
 The Sports performer in Action  
 Training for Personal Fitness  
 Leading Sports Activities  
 Anatomy and Physiology for Sports Performance  
 Promotion and Sponsorship in Sport  
 Lifestyle and Well Being  
 Injury and the Sports Performer  
 Running a Sports event  
 Profiling Sports Performance 

Methods of Study: 
 Research 
 Practical Performance 
 Application of Sports Science to Improve Perfor-

mance 
      

Career Paths: 
 Coaching  
 Personal Training 
 Leisure Industry 



A Level in Textiles 
Exam Board: AQA 
Method of Assessment: Coursework unit and externally set exam (15 hours 

supervised time)  

Course Content: 
 

A Level Textiles is a stimulating two year course that mixes well with a range 
of other ‘A’ Level subjects and is of value even if students do not intend to 
make a career in Textiles.  The course is split into 2 units over two years. 
They will be introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of 
textile techniques, media and processes, which expand the depth of visual 
and aesthetic understanding . 
 

Students should also develop their critical and historical awareness of the arts and textiles as well as so-
cial/cultural influences on the Arts (i.e. keep annotated sketchbooks). In unit 1 an annotated study of 
one to three thousand words is required. Unit studies include embroidery, dyeing, printing, fabric ma-
nipulation and mixed media. Much of the work is of a personal nature and requires students to think 
and act independently both in school and at home. During the course, students are expected to visit gal-
leries, fashion events as well as attending other Art/textiles Department trips. 

A Level 
Component 1: Personal Investigation – Practical unit, chosen by the student to include a separate 
written essay (1000 -3000 words). No time limit, 60% of A Level. Set and marked in school moderated 
by AQA visit 
Component 2: Externally set assignment  

Career Pathways: 
A good foundation for all careers in both Textiles and Arts industries, with further opportunities in are-
as such as Art College, further education or entry positions in the retail industry. A career in textile, 
fashion design, interior and fashion marketing. This course will give you/students the opportunity to 
build a broad portfolio.  Basic for all careers in art teaching, e.g. graphics, fashion, textile design, 3D de-
sign, media work, marketing, display of product, film and TV, computer design, photography, new me-
dia.   

Contact Teacher: Ms Barech 



Harlington School 
Pinkwell Lane 
Hayes 
Middlesex 
UB3 1PB 

Mrs E. A. Horrigan, Headteacher 
Telephone: 02085691610 
Fax: 02085691624 
Email: Enquires@harlingtonschool.org 
Out of hours telephone: 07791672306 

LEARNING AT OUR HEART, AT THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY 

A Level  
48% A*-B 


