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to discuss aspects of school life. In  
particular next term we’re interested in 
feedback about the school website, and 
also improving homework provision and 
gaining some feedback about this.  If 
you’re interested in joining one of these 
groups, then please let us know by  
contacting our Business Manager  
Mr Ellis on dellis24.312@lgflmail.org  

 
One final piece of information that may 

interest you is that, buried in the  

Department for Education website is 

some information that shows how well 

children in different schools make  

progress compared to nationally. Our 

data shows that children from every 

ability range make better progress than 

the national average, from Year 7 to 

Year 11. We’ll be putting some further 

information about this on the website 

shortly. 

Some family news to end my letter to 

you is that we were delighted to  

celebrate the safe arrival of Mr  

Bothwell’s daughter, who was born in 

February – we wish him and his new 

family well as they embark on their new 

journey together! 

I would like to wish everyone in the 

school community a peaceful and happy 

holiday, and look forward to welcoming 

the students back next term. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term 

Newsletter 

The Headteacher’s Report 

Diary Dates 

 

As events around the world have inspired and 

shocked in equal measure this year, we have 

spent some time reflecting on the importance 

of ‘enjoying the journey’ as well as arriving at 

a destination this term.  We have been  

reminding students that a reaffirmation of the 

enjoyment of learning is equally as important 

as learning to pass exams,  in the final few 

weeks leading up to the examinations season. 

 

I’ve been delighted that nearly every day a 

trip or event outside the classroom walls has 

occurred this term – some of the events are 

recorded overleaf – and that so many  

students have made the most of opportuni-

ties that have been afforded to them by the 

staff giving up their time and energies to  

provide these extra-curricular activities. If 

you’re not already aware, we always provide 

half the cost of trips and events for students 

who claim free school meals, and we will  

always try to assist with costs if finances are 

tight. 

 

Some really pleasing evidence we have been 

collecting over the last 3 years is the feedback 

that we receive from parents and carers 

about what they think of our school. In 2011 

only 79% of parents would have recommend-

ed Harlington to another parent – I am  

delighted that in 2014 more than 92% of par-

ents would now do so. In 2009 only 62% of 

parents believed that their children were 

taught well – that figure has now risen to 

more than 93%.  

We are keen to improve upon these figures 

even more, and would like to set up a series 

of parental focus groups in the summer term 

Harlington students were given exclusive access to interview  
Executives for BBC School Report Day.  

Full details of their interviews and news reports can be seen on the school 
web site www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 

Last Day of Spring 
Term 

Friday 

April 4th 
12 Midday 

Return to School 

Tuesday 

April 22nd 

8.10 am 

May Bank Holiday 

Mon May 5th 

Year 7 Parents 
Evening 

Thurs May 15th 

Half Term 

Mon-Fri May 26th—
May 30th 

COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Ms E.A. Horrigan     

Headteacher 

mailto:dellis24.312@lgflmail.org
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Harlington Year 7 students get exclusive  
access to interview BBC Management for 

School Report 

Ms Woulfe arranged exclusive 
behind the scenes access for 
five of our Year 7 students, 
Roop, Emily, Gurteg, Kian and 
Dakir to visit BBC headquarters 
to interview Mark Lindsey BBC 
Entertainment Executive, Kate 
Phillips BBC1 & 3 Entertainment 
Executive, and Chris Sussman 
Head of Comedy for the nation-
wide BBC School Report event.  
 
Full details of their interviews 
and news reports can be seen 
on the school web site. 

Take a look !  

Full details of their interviews and news  
reports can be seen on the school web site. 
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Harlington Debate Team achieve  
3rd Place narrowly missing final by 6 points 

Harlington WON the Mentor Video  competition  

The Harlington Debate Team go from strength 
to strength.  The ‘A’ team came third out of 44 
teams narrowly missing the National Final.  

The team members were: 

Samira Isaak, Shambhawee Neupane, Aina  
Ahmed and Muzna Tanveer who won ‘Best 
Floor Speech’.  

Harlington also won the ‘Mentor Video’  
competition, open to all DB schools. This was 
run by:  

Ahmed Ahmed, Binta Diallo, Muna Digale,  
Natasha Joodhistee, Samira Isaak and 
Shambhawee Neupane. 

Ms L Bautista 

On Thursday 27th March, 21 students from Years 9-10 attended the 
second round of the Debate Mate National Schools competition.  
Competing in three rounds against three different schools from 
across the country, the students represented Harlington through 
fierce speeches and difficult points of information. 

In two weeks time, the Harlington Debate Team will also find out if 
they have made it to the National Final of the Secondary Artemis 
Debate League, which will take place in the House of Lords this 
June and they area also attending the  Attorney General's Cup  
competition this Saturday in Stockley. 
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Local MP John McDonnell visits Harlington to  
debate politics with our sixth formers 

The students posed some challenging questions, providing a lively debate. 

Why do you not just toe the party line, in order to get 
promoted? 
 

Would you get more done if you are promoted to the 
cabinet? 
 

Have you ever gone against the wishes of your  
constituents? 

These were some of the questions posed to the outspoken Labour MP, John McDonnell, 
our local MP for Hayes and Harlington.  During the 1 hour and 30 minutes that John was  
present, conversation flowed with the pupils who asked incredibly challenging  questions. 

 

Following the meeting, John commented on how well-informed and impressive the pupils 
were and offered to take some on for work experience with him this summer and to Hayes 
FM.  

 

Look out for the next Prime Minister ! 

 

Ms L Bautista 
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Inspiring Trip to see “The Lion King” 

Thirty students enjoyed a day out to see “The Lion King” at the Lyceum Theatre, Covent Garden. The  
students were wowed by the costumes and acting ability. For some students this was their first time to 
the theatre and undoubtedly not their last. 

The students from Key Stage 3 had a day of culture which involved street magic and acrobats, followed 
by the aesthetically inspiring performance. This trip gave the students the opportunity to learn and  
experience theatre first hand. The students really made their teachers Mr Bruno, Miss Strangers and  
Mr Harding proud. 
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A huge thank you to everyone who worked so hard on this production and a special thanks to the entire student organising 

team and Mr Jefferies, Mrs Jussab, Mr Rees, Mr Ellis, Ms Ricketts, Ms Barech, Ms Fakun, Jackie’s Caterlink Team, Harlington 

Site Management Team, Finance Office Staff and Councillor Kuldeep Lakhmana who kindly made funds available for this event.  
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Fusion Performers 

 

Anna Mariya Angelinova & Reece Sohdi 

Isha Khan 

Micah Lewis 

Gauri Jagdev and Kavita Lal 

Jennifer Dazang 

Nikia Thapa and Taran Chana 

Monica Jhita 

Ola Poluch and Klaudia Wilkosz 

Ms Jussab & Mr John 

Mr Nosworthy & Mr Bones 

Sarah Abdulle 

Reeman Butt 

Arun Thaker and Jeyaram Jeyakumar 

Yaasiin Mohammed 

Berkay Dincer & Jack Mayo 

Marcia Santilal and Neel Pounj 

 

Hanan Haadi (Curtain) 

Reece Sohdi (Stage Manager) 

Anna-Mariya Angelinova (Prompt) 
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Harlington students beat the odds to join Ferrari 

Arun Talwar and Jagpal Pooni 
were picked from over 1,000  
applicants and offered new  
technical apprenticeships from 
Ferrari North Europe.  

They recently began courses that 
could see them become Ferrari  
engineers within three years. 

“Although I could have applied 
to a top class university but I  
decided an apprenticeship was 
the right  route for me. I am  
excited and confident this  
opportunity will lead to a high 
achieving job.” 

Arun Talwar 

“The students are doing really well on their 2 year mechanics course at MIT in Brentford. 
It is a fantastic opportunity and they are already stripping engines, taking off wings and 
bumpers and changing lights.  All the boys have excelled in both the practical and  
theoretical side of the course, which includes technical drawing and design.  It is the 
highlight of my week visiting our boys on this course.” 

Miss M Gibbons 

Year 10 Boys Make Marvellous 
Mechanics 
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Hillingdon Secondary Dance Festival 

Tabitha, Shivani, Gloria, Oliwia,  
Joanna and Tasnim represented 
Harlington at the Hillindon  
Secondary Dance Festival. Eleven  
secondary schools from across the  
borough performed to an enthusiastic  
audience. 

Creatively choreographed by Miss Hatcher the girls performed a  
contemporary ‘Evolutiion’ themed piece. The festival was an inspiring 
and encouraging platform for the students to demonstrate their dance. 

Well done ladies, you did a fantastic job ! 

Ms Mahomed 
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World Book Day Celebrations 

The entire English department dressed up as characters from Year 7’s favourite 
books for World Book Day. 

Mary Poppins, Cruella De Vil, Woman in Black, Ice Queen, Alice in Wonderland, Matilda, Little Red Riding 
Hood, George (of Mice and Men) and Thing (Doctor Zeus) 
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Harlington Students Remember 

Harlington students visited the battlefields of The 
Somme where some of the bloodiest fighting of the 
First World War took place. Beaumont Hamel, Thiepval 
Memorial, the terrible Lochnagar Crater and Delville 
Wood—places that were just pictures became real for 
our 44 students and teachers during their day in 
France.  “It was useful for students to see the restored 
trenches at Newfoundland (an area of the Somme) 
they gleaned so much more from a local tour guide’s 
knowledge of the battle and region.” Mr Daoudi 
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Last letter home - Haaris writes an  
emotional piece featured in the Gazette 

‘Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori’ With the words of Wilfred Owen’s famous poem of how sweet and 
fitting it is to die for one’s country fresh in their minds, Mr Farrell’s students were asked to imagine they 
were one of the young soldiers at the Somme Battlefields and write their last letter home. It was fitting that 
the students were around the same age as most of the soldiers being asked to fight in such terrible  
conditions in the First World War. Below is an example of a  letter written  by Haaris which was featured in 
the Gazette’s two page spread on the school’s tribute to those lost. 
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The following is an extract from 
heirlooms belonging to the  
family of Kathryn Stephens. It 
was written by her great-
grandfather, Private Joe Basham 
of the Monmouthshire  
Regiment, who was from 
Gwent.  
Joe survived the war but was 
sadly paralysed in a local mining 
roof collapse.  



 

Spring Term Newsletter 2013 -2014  02/04/2014 

 Page 14 



 

Spring Term Newsletter 2013 -2014  02/04/2014 

Page 15 

Sporting Success 

Both of our Year 8 & 
Year 10 Basketball 

Teams are through to 
the Semi Final of the  

Borough  
Championships 

BREAKING NEWS 

Year 7 Boys Football Team won their  

Semi Final 31st March against Queensmead 

6—5 

so are through to the FINAL  

of the Borough Championship ! 
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Harlington students’ success at Mayor’s Sporting 
Achievement Award 
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Inclusive Zone Basketball is a four-aside game developed to enable players who cannot 
participate in running game basketball to compete with their peers.  
 
The team will be representing Hillingdon Borough at Crystal Palace on Wednesday 2nd 
April. 

The Team pictured  
with manager  
Ms Shenaz Mahomed 
are: 
 

Enrico Cela  

Najib Mohamed  

Rees Taylor  

Jogesh Malhotra  

HishoKumar  
Varnakulasingam  

Zubair Naseri  

Salman Nour  
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Students vs Teachers  

Basketball Match 

Penalty Shoot Out 

Sports Star Lookalike Competition 

Sports Leaders Collection Team 

Tabitha raised 
£35 sponsorship 

Bake Sale  
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Careers & Opportunities Fair 2014 

“A great variety of information was available 

about colleges, employment and apprentice-

ships.  Everyone was so helpful.”  

Year 11 student 

 

 

“It was exciting to see how the interactive 

stands brought the Careers Fair to life.”   

Mrs Sagoo, Careers Officer 

 

This years Mrs Sagoo organised an  
informative and vibrant Careers Fair in 
school with over 20 stands offering an 
excellent mix of local trainers, colleges, 
universities, public service and other 
local employers.  
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Jack Mayo, Anna Mariya Angelinova and Siriporn 
Muangmueangsaen from the History AS class have been 
invited by Cambridge University to participate in a two 
day residential on 1st and 2nd April. 

Aisha Irfan has also been accepted on the summer 
scheme at Imperial University for a science based 
course. 

Three of our Year 7 students, Kamil 
Krajewski, Arauna Porter, Jamal 
Saddeque,  were selected to  
represent Harlington School at the 
Brunel University Enterprise  
Challenge. Teams from ten  
Hillingdon secondary schools took 
part and each team had to  
construct a model roller coaster for 
a theme park. 
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Year 12 Careers and CV workshop 

At the start of February Year 12 BTEC Sport and 
Business students spent a day in a workshop  
learning about the world of work and how to write 
a CV. 

This was really successful and the students engaged 
so well we were offered another free workshop! 

It was a great day with  
activities from tower 
building to CV shortlisting. 

 

A big thank you to Mr 
Jefferies and Careers for 
organising it. 

Student Leadership 
Training 
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Spelling Bee Competition 

Spanish Pen Pals Scheme 

Year 7 
Winners 

Year 8 wrote letters to students in 
Spain and received some delightful 
replies this term. 
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Pupils get flying start to studying  
Merchant of Venice  

at Shakespeare’s Globe 

Over 200 Harlington School Year 9 and Year 10 students have had the fantastic 
privilege of seeing Merchant of Venice with audience participation—as it would 
have been performed in Shakespeare's day—at the Globe Theatre on London’s 
South Bank. 

 

For those about to study Merchant of Venice this event will have given them the best  
possible start. An excitable group of students were stunned into near silence by the quality of 
the production. A video taster of the show from BBC News is well worth watching  (see our 
news page on School Web site for link). 

 

A young attractive and energetic cast deserve much credit. As 
does Globe Education which harnesses the talents and  
facilities at The Globe with resources from Deutsche Bank’s 
Born to Be Education programme. 

 

Harlington School students are reviewing the performance. 
Highlights of their work will be added to our School web site. 



 

Spring Term Newsletter 2013 -2014  02/04/2014 

 Page 25 



 

Spring Term Newsletter 2013 -2014  02/04/2014 

 Page 26 

Teams from five local primary schools  attended a community 
cohesion day at Harlington this term. They talked to community 
leaders and discovered the importance of local community and 
what it means to them.  
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