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Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome to this week’s edition of Harlington Headlights. We’ve had a brilliant week this week, with 6th Form 
scientists attending a science ethics conference with Ms Gibbons, lots of donations for the foodbank drive  
( thank you !) and we’ve also hosted some visitors from three neighbouring schools, as part of the Hillingdon 
Peer Review Process. This enables Headteachers, Deputy and Assistant Headteachers to visit another school for 
two days, and look at aspects of the school’s practice.  

 
This month is Black History Month, and Ms Carrena, Mrs Clarke and Ms Asghar from the 
English faculty have worked very hard on a series of thought provoking events for next 
week, including Thomas ‘Ghettogeek Owoo. We are really looking forward to this, and the 
other planned events. 

Thomas ‘Ghettogeek’ Owoo is a psychology and sociology teacher who, for last 13 years, 
has been using rap, spoken word and poetry to engage disaffected young people in north 
west London. He has been a manager of an alternative education seclusion unit and was an 
SEBD Advisory Teacher for Brent Council where he has trained schools, staff and pupils in 
finding ways to reduce exclusions from school. During the day, he is a rap therapist and 

spoken word teacher at Elsley Primary School. He is also the founder of the new creative arts YouTube channel 
called GhettogeekTV. Ghettogeek only started performing within the London poetry circuit over the last two years 
after his A-level sociology class (The #Sociology7) asked him to perform his teaching resource called “Sociology in 
Rap” out in the community. Since listening to them it has led to him also featuring at events at the Clapham 
Grand, Lyric Theatre, Nozstock Festival and the Edinburgh Fringe BBC Poetry Slam. He also just recently 
performed for Mim Shaikh's show on the BBC Asian Network. 
 

The first House Cup Event of the year  was a massive 
success, with 109 students taking part in the Inter House 
Football Competition! And the winners were……..Brunel 
House, who won 3 of the 4 year groups! Well done to 
everyone who took part! A special ‘shout out’ to Chloe 
Matmuja (9M2) and Viktorija Kazlauskaite (8D3), who 
were the only 2 girls in attendance   
 
The next House Event is the the Great Harlington Bake 
Off, which will take place after half term! 
 

 
A belated congratulations to Hamza Khan, Rebecca McKie and Favour Oshidero 
in Year 12. Mrs Osekita had the pleasure of accompanying them to the PiXL 
Awards ceremony in Central London last week. PixL is a group of more than 
3000 schools who work together to improve student outcomes – but who 
acknowledge and celebrate every year the hard work of the students that 
enables them to achieve fantastic personal results.  Here they are, after 
receiving their awards for achieving outstanding results in the summer GCSE 
Examination period. We are so proud of them – well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sociology7


 Diwali 
Next week we know that many families will be celebrating Diwali. Please let our 
attendance officer Mrs Beech know if your child will be taking a day of religious 
observance next Thursday or Friday, otherwise you will get a truancy call message. She can 
be contacted on  0208 587 3505. Thank you. Students are permitted one day’s authorized 
absence for religious observance.  
 

 
 
Parent Handbook 
You should have received a copy of the Parent Handbook. If not, a link to it can be found here: 
http://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/  
I’d like to draw your attention to the pages on safeguarding, and the work we do with other agencies to keep all 
pupils safe. If you have any concerns about a child’s welfare, then please make contact with the school, and the 
safeguarding team will action your concerns.  
 
Uniform Reminder – this is a repeat reminder, but we will be confiscating items from next week. The current 
‘trends’ include oversized scarves and black satin bomber jackets – students are well aware of the fact that items 
will be confiscated, whatever the weather, and whilst we make every effort to keep items safe, we do not 
replace items that get lost. Students are only permitted to wear a black or navy coat over their uniform, and that 
any kind of hoodie or sports jacket is not permitted. This includes travelling to and from school.  
If there is a temporary issue with any aspect of uniform then please let us know via your child’s pocket planner, 
and a ‘let’ will be issued. I thank the vast majority of students and parents for their adherence to our 
expectations.  
 
Notices & Reminders of Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday 17th October – 6th Form Open Evening  
Half Term: Monday 23rd to Friday 27th October 2017 
Tuesday 31st October – final deadline for Year 7 applications for September 2018 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 
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