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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The first half term has flown by, and we’ve had 

an amazing, and uplifting week as we head to the 

first half term of the year. The spooky red sky 

prompted lots of geographical and planet earth 

questions when the students left the building – 

and the answer to the red sky phenomenon was 

provided to the office team by our Admin 

apprentice Mr Davidson!  

We have a bumper edition of HEADlights this 

week – I hope you enjoy reading about all the 

events that have occurred over the last 5 days! 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly a shout out to Mr Black, Mr Bloomfield and Mrs Whittick - Bloomfield and Mr Nelhams (who works in our 

finance and assets team, but who also has three daughters at the school!), who popped in last Friday after school 

to do the daily mile with their children Shelly, Romayne and Mya. We were also joined by Raviha Khan, Brandon 

Howard and Demi Morris. We were a small, but perfectly formed group, and we had some great chats whilst 

walking the blue mile before the weekend! We had quite a number of students wearing red to raise money for 

the British Red Cross, and raised £245.85 - enough to provide a tent and all major essentials for an extended 

family in an area affected by a recent international disaster. Thank you so much for your generosity.  



       

Ms Carrena, Ms Human, Ms Ashgar and Ms Clarke and the rest of the English Faculty organised some wonderful 

events this week celebrating Black History Month and the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ Challenge   

(The extra pic is of Ms Carrena is her doing her ‘day 

job’ – putting the awe and wonder into teaching 

Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ to Year 8 this week! 

And note the ladies wearing pink to raise money for 

breast cancer awareness today!) Students  in Years 7, 8 

& 10 took part in poetry writing, assembly 

performances of their new poems, and developing 

their public speaking skills. Here are some amazing 

thought from the students after participating in these 

excellent events: 

On taking part in the Poetry Workshop with Thomas 

‘Ghettogeek’ Owoo: 

"I thought it was great because I got to learn about Ira 
Aldridge and how he overcame lots of things to 
become a Shakespearean actor. This gave me 
confidence to get on stage and perform in front of 
other people." Shelly Black - Year 8 ( Shelly’s had a busy 
week – Daily Mile and writing poetry! )  
 
"I liked how Thomas presented the poems to give us 
inspiration to write our own. I wish we could have more 
times like this where we could have our voices heard 
and not have people judge them." Abdullahi Abdullahi -

          Year 8 
 
"I really enjoyed it because he was rapping and reading poetry and then he taught us how to do it. He then 
showed us a song he made about black history and we got to learn about lots of different people." Zack Brown - 
Year 8 



And for older students, participating in the Jack Petchey Speakout Challenge – here are some of the winner’s 

thoughts – we are delighted that they will be representing us in the next stage of the competition: 

 

 
"I've gained a lot of confidence and I am glad that I had this 
opportunity. I was really nervous at the beginning but during the 
day I got more confident. It was a very exhilarating day!" – Adrin 
Tajik, Year 10  
  
"Jack Petchey was very helpful and I really enjoyed it. I have 
learnt a lot and I would like to put that into everyday life. I am 

very nervous about performing in front of an assembly but I can't wait to win!" – Hibo Hassan Year 10 
 

The Jack Petchey Award is a brilliant scheme, and 
each half term students are nominated for a Jack 
Petchey Award. As well as receiving their award at an 
event at the Beck Theatre every summer, each 
student also wins £250 to put toward some resources 
for school. The last winner from last term put their 
money towards some additional seating for students 
in the playground. Our Assistant Site Manager Mr 
Billige will be putting in some decking and seating 
over the half term, and this unprepossessing picture 
is the ‘before’ picture of the area we are going to 
make over – watch this space for the ‘after’ picture! 
 
We’d like to thank the organizers of the Jack Petchey 
Speak Out Challenge, and also Thomas Owoo for 
coming to Harlington this week, and leaving the 
students with great memories, and a renewed 

passion for poetry and the ability and power to articulate 
thoughts and dreams – thank you both!  
 
A new chef has joined the team at Chartwells, our caterers – 
and he has a real talent for……fruit carving! We’ve been 
amazed by his creations this week – and he’ll be turning his 
hand to the new menus after half term, with Chef Raj and her 
team. I’ve attached the new menus for your information – 
these menus will be operating until February half term. We’d 
also like to really thank our colleagues at Chartwells, who 
always join us in our fundraising drives! 
 

 
 



 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In sports news, our winning streak continues – with our Year 8 Netball Team winning the first game of 
the season, against Harefield Academy, and a draw with Vyners - well done ladies, keep it up!  
 
We had a very successful 6th Form Open Evening, and it was wonderful to hear the aspirations and 
hopes of Year 11 students, who I know are more motivated than ever to achieve top grades in their 
GCSE’s, so that they have the widest choice of courses in the 6th Form. Good Luck Year 11!  
 
The Harlington Sports Centre is open over half term, with their popular Playscheme open from 9.30 – 
4pm every day. It only costs £10 per day – great value! Please contact Mr Ready or Mr Wood on 0208 
569 3211 if you’d like to book a place.  

 
 I’d like to end this week’s HEADlights with a 
thank you to all of the staff who have worked so 
hard to inspire scholarship and passion with your 
children in this first half term! A particular ‘shout 
out’ to all of the new staff who joined us in 
September – they are definitely part of the 
Harlington Family now! Also, I’d like to 
congratulate the new Year 7 students, for their 
excellent start to their Harlington Journey, and 
finally, wish families who are celebrating, a very 
Happy Diwali!  
 

 
Reminders and Dates for your diary:  
  
Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October - Half Term – school closed – but Playscheme open – see above!  
Monday 30th October – back to school as usual.  
Tuesday 31st October – final deadline for Year 7 applications for September 2018 
Thursday 16th November – Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
Week Beginning 20th November – Year 7 & 8 Assessment Week – get revising! 
Week Beginning 27th November – Year 11 English, Maths and Science Mock Exams 
Week Beginning 4th December – Year 11 Mock Exam Week – other subjects  
Thursday 7th December – 6th Form Parents’ Evening  
Friday 15th December – last day of term – school ends at Midday  
 

 

 



Parent Handbook   You should have received a copy of the Parent Handbook. If not, a link to it can be found 

here: http://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/  

I’d like to draw your attention to the pages on safeguarding, and the work we do with other agencies to keep all 
pupils safe. If you have any concerns about a child’s welfare, then please make contact with the school, and the 
safeguarding team will action your concerns.  
 
Uniform Reminder – this is a repeat reminder, but we will be confiscating items from next week. The current 
‘trends’ include oversized scarves and black satin bomber jackets – students are well aware of the fact that items 
will be confiscated, whatever the weather, and whilst we make every effort to keep items safe, we do not 
replace items that get lost. Students are only permitted to wear a black or navy coat over their uniform, and that 
any kind of hoodie or sports jacket is not permitted. This includes travelling to and from school.  
If there is a temporary issue with any aspect of uniform then please let us know via your child’s pocket planner, 
and a ‘let’ will be issued. I thank the vast majority of students and parents for their adherence to our 
expectations.  
 
Wishing everyone in the Harlington Family a happy and peaceful half term,  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 
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