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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have a bumper episode of the HEADlights this week. Today is Student Takeover Day, and all of the senior 

team, year heads and curriculum leaders have had a student leader accompanying them for the day. It’s been a 

great opportunity for us to listen to their feedback about what is going well in school, and also to hear the 

students’ ideas on how we can make life as a Harlington Student even better. The final words of the HEADlights 

today are from our Student Headteachers Aban and Sahra!  

The 6th Form BTEC Sports Science students, 

with the support of Mr Yates and the PE 

Faculty,  ran a very successful Inter School 

Badminton Tournament on Monday, with 10 

school competing. Harlington achieved two 

very respectable 2nd places in the 

completion, with congratulations going 

to    Yuvraj Panesar, 9D2 in the B league 

singles and  Rohail Imman, 9D1 and 

Gurinderpal Singh, 9D3,  in the doubles 

competition – well done!  

Ms Asghar has done some wonderful work 
in the last couple of weeks, taking students 
to three excellent projects  - the Brunel 
University  Urban Scholars Programme, The 

Gypsy Rose Poetry Workshop, at Harlington Library, and a trip to the Uxbridge Civic Centre to participate in the 
Hillingdon Young Adults Authors Panel. Ms Asghar shared the following: 
 
Brunel University Urban Scholars Programme: 
14 Year 9 students have successfully started the Brunel University Urban Scholars Programme this year where 
students from various participating schools have the opportunity to attend a sustained University-based 
intervention designed to raise aspirations and achievement.  
 
The programme promotes critical thinking skills via workshops led by external and guest speakers from many 
walks of life, encourages scholars to develop their creative writing and investigative/problem solving skills, 
provides students with the opportunity to choose their own in-depth research topic and also offers support 
through undergraduate students and past urban scholars who act as mentors and role models. Rigorous 
evaluation of the programme for Scholars over the past 10 years has shown the programme aims are met 
consistently. 
  
Student feedback has been very positive: 

“The first Brunel trip was amazing, fun and the greatest thing I have done on a Saturday in ages. I thought 
everyone was warm and welcoming. I really enjoyed tea at refreshers. Overall I thought it was an amazing 
experience and a special thanks to the University organisers”. - Harley Joe Moore 

“The experience was good, the food was nice, I talked to new people and got a taste of university life”. - Yusuf 
Cawley 



“Brunel's Urban Scholars programme was fun and a knowledgeable experience. I enjoyed seeing different 
perspectives on education. I also enjoyed experiencing the University's campus”. - Nuha Maye 

“I thought the experience was enlightening and thought it was worth my time. I liked seeing how university 
students worked”. - Layyinah Tabasum 

Gypsy Rose Poetry Workshop (took place on 
Thursday 16th Nov)  
11 year 9 students took part in the Gypsy Rose 
Poetry workshop this week at Harlington Library 
where they read and discussed several poems 
and wrote their own at the end of the 
workshop on the theme of freedom.  
Student feedback: 

“I loved the workshop! I learnt a lot about 
poems and techniques to make a poem better. I 
think it was a great workshop, I would 
definitely recommend it and I would 100% do it 

again if I got the chance.” - Esha Khera 

“This workshop showed me how poets use words 
to pull you into the world of the poem”. - Rayann 
El  Kachtoul 

  
Hillingdon Young Adult Author's Panel at the 
Uxbridge Civic Centre in October 
A group of year 7/8 and year 10 students had the 
opportunity to visit the Uxbridge Civic Centre in 
October and to speak to some amazing YA 
authors about some of their newly released 
novels. 
  
The Year 7 and 8's took part in Peter Bunzl's 
insightful and interactive presentation where he 
talked about his inspirations behind the 
characters and themes in his debut 
novel Cogheart and it's sequel Moonlocket, both 
set in an alternative Victorian Britain. The 
students took part in a Victorian-
style deportment competition (balancing books 
on their heads) and dressed up as some of the 
mechanical characters featured in the novels.   
  
The Year 10s attended a panel session with YA 
authors Alice Oseman and Hayley Long 
entitled, Coping and Hoping: Facing tough times 
in YA. The Harlington students asked some great 
questions about the authors' journeys into 
writing and publishing, overcoming challenges 
through reading and writing and were able to 
speak to authors after the panel and get their 
autographs. 
  

 



    

Year 8 boys practising their Victorian Deportment – and Year 10 girls enjoying the cupcakes at the author panel!  

Ms Kosek’s Year 7 drama classes have been making incredible 3D Elizabethan Shoe Box Theatres for their Project 

homeworks – these beautiful artefacts will be displayed in the front reception, but for now, here are some 

wonderful examples: 

  

    

 



Parents’ Evenings and parental communications by text and email  

Thank you for the feedback from the recent Year 11 parents’ evening. Some parents have queried why we have 

moved from the Sports Hall back into classrooms for parents’ evenings. This is due to the fact that the Sports 

Centre has a new lettings on a Thursday that uses the Sports Hall, and this generates funding for the school. As 

you will be aware, school funding is a big source of concern for headteachers at the moment, so every penny 

raised enables us to support the trips and events that are described here in the HEADlights every week. We 

agree that the Sports Hall is a much nicer venue for parents’ evenings, but have decided to generate income for 

the benefit of the students instead.  

We’re also trying to reduce the cost of postage and paper, and are moving much more into using ParentMail and 

also text messaging to alert parents to events. We are also going to trial using text to inform parents and carers 

for non - attendance at school detention, so please let us know how that goes – thank you.  

I’m delighted that Year 11 parents gave us such positive feedback in the surveys, with more than 90% of parents 

and carers recommending us to other parents, and expressing satisfaction with the school overall, and 97% 

satisfaction for questions relating to how well their children progress, how well they are looked after, how well 

skills in reading and writing are developed , how well the school is led and managed, how well we deal with 

concerns when they are raised and the quality of information provided to you about your child’s progress. Thank 

you for this – and we’ll make sure to follow up on some of the written feedback provided as well.  

 

 

 

 

7.45am : Getting ready for Student Takeover Day…………..!  



I’m going to hand over to Aban and Sahra now, for their final thoughts, having 

spent the day as Student Headteachers of the school: 

Sahra: “ I was very surprised to learn about all the different types of 

challenges you would face as a Headteacher. For example, fixing the school’s 

roof, or figuring out how to make a one way system. Aban and I have learnt 

many things about how the most important duty is to ensure that the staff 

members are in good condition for them to be comfortable to teach. This was 

a very interesting experience and I hope I can do this again” 

Aban: “Today I was the Student Headteacher, accompanied by another 

Student Headteacher, Sahra. At first being a headteacher is about telling the 

staff and students what to do and what not to do. Spending the majority of 

the day with Ms Horrigan made me realise that there is more than telling 

people what to do. I saw that Ms Horrigan went to lessons to see how the teachers get along with the lesson and 

if they are ‘good’ teachers. She ensured that the students were ok with the lesson and see if they have understood 

it. Today we discussed the placing of a new one way system to make the corridors safer. Overall I think it was a 

great experience to be with Ms Horrigan for the day and it taught me life skills like budgeting and saving.”  

Finally - We raised more than £1,600 for Children in Need and for Daniel Fenner last week – thank you so much 

for your generosity! Daniel is doing really well, and we wish him lots of success with next phase of his treatment. 

Reminders and Dates for your diary:  
Week Beginning 27th November –the car park will re – open – but it will close again on the 4th December for a 
further week – please accept our apologies for this inconvenience.  
Week Beginning 27th November – Year 11 English, Maths and Science Mock Exams – Good Luck!  

Wednesday 29th November Year 11 English enrichment Trip  - approximate return time – 4pm 

Wednesday 29th November Safe Drive Stay Alive Year 12  - approximate return time- 3pm 

Week Beginning 4th December – Year 11 Mock Exam Week – other subjects  

Week Beginning 4th December – main car park closes again 

Thursday 7th December – 6th Form Parents’ Evening  

Wednesday 13th December – Student Christmas Dinner. Only £2.10 for a delicious two courses. Halal as well as 

Non Halal available!  

Friday 15th December – last day of term – school ends at Midday 

Tuesday 2nd January – beginning of term – usual start time of 8.10am  

 
As ever, we welcome any feedback about any aspect of school life, so do please get in contact with us if you have 
any concerns, or positive feedback you’d like to share.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk
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