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Today we held our Whole School Assembly. It is a truly inspiring event, with the whole school celebrating our 

achievements and events this term. One really special award that we gave out was to Ms Jo Hutton, and Mr 

Granville Richards, who have been volunteering at the school for a combined 29 years! They have been 

developing students’ confidence in their reading, and we would like to say a massive thank you to both of them, 

for giving up their time so generously over the years.  

 

 

Other notable achievements this term include our 4 

Jack Petchey Winners – Raihana Qurbani, for being 

kind, and a well - being ambassador, Daniel Fenner, for 

strength in adversity, managing to stay positive during a 

difficult time in his life, and Frazer Colaco, for his effort 

and commitment to his GCSE Art, completing everything to a high standard. This is notable as he has a severe 

visual impairment, but that does not deter him from taking on any task! 

 

Our final Jack Petchey winner was Mr Bothwell, Curriculum Leader for World 

Language, who was nominated for motivation, guiding students through 

struggles, and aiding students in becoming mature and compassionate. The 

nominator , said in her nomination, “If it wasn’t for his sheer passion as a 

teacher, I would have dropped out a while ago, and given up on my dreams”. 

Well done Mr Bothwell! 

 



I’d also like to congratulate Sahar Shirzey in 10B2, for coming a credible 4th Place in 

the recent Middlesex Heats of the Jack Petchey ’Speak Out’ competition – here she 

is with Ms Human who helped to prepare her – well done Sahar!  

 

We’re also celebrating two successes with our staff, who have recently gained their 

degrees. Mr Antalika successfully graduated with a degree in Theology, and Mr Yates 

has just achieved a Masters’ Degree in Education – well done to them both! 

 

In sporting news, our Year 8 and Year 9 Netball Teams are currently unbeaten this year – well done to both 

teams!  

The 6th Form parents’ evening contained some excellent feedback with a 90% + satisfaction rating for all aspects 
of school life. Thank you so much for this feedback. We wish Year 13 every success with their revision for their 
Mock Examinations, which occur immediately after the Christmas break – a timetable is attached for your 
information.  

The winners of the Year 7 Headteacher Challenge were 7M2 and 7B3, and I had a wonderful time at the Beck 
Theatre with them watching Aladdin – they were very worthy winners and were an absolute credit to the school!   

Reminders, Information and Dates for your diary:  
 
Tuesday 2

nd
 January 2018 – beginning of term – usual start time of 8.10am 

Tuesday 2
nd

 January – Friday 12
th

 January – Year 13 Mock Exams –happy revising!  

 

The ParentMail App  

Did you know there is a free ParentMail App available for iPhone and Android phones.  Please 

download to take advantage of this easy to use app for all your ParentMail needs. You can find 

advice on how to do this at     https://www.parentmail.co.uk/customers/parents  

Reports 

You should receive a data report in the post. We have listened to parental feedback and made some changes, 

but we are keen to meet with a group of parents to discuss the information we provide – how easy it is to 

understand, and whether it gives you useful feedback.  

‘Snow Days’ Information 
We always try to remain open when it snows. If the school has to close, then it is for one of three reasons – the 

heating/food provision is not working, if the site is unsafe due to health and safety related to ice, or because we 

do not have enough staff in school to supervise the students. Many of our staff travel quite some distance.  

The main form of communication for whether the school is open or not is the school website. If you are signed 

up to ParentMail you will also get a text message. 

We trialled the ‘Snow Day’ uniform amendment last week, and most students complied well. ‘Snow Day’ uniform 

means that students can wear trainers or boots to school, and can also wear an additional warm jumper, which 

will not be confiscated, provided it is not worn around school. Please remind your children that ‘Snow Day’ 

operates on a day to day basis, and they must check the school website to see if it is in force. If they are not sure 

– they should wear usual uniform requirements.  Please also see below the rolling reminder about confiscation 

of non – uniform items – and thank you once again for your continued support.  



Car Park update – again!  

As you have probably realized, we have had some problems with the installation of the barriers and getting them 

fully working. We hope that they will be up and running for the new term. If you also have children in Pinkwell 

School, we will open the barriers for a period after school, so that parents can park in our car park and then walk 

down and collect their children from Pinkwell. We would ask that you do not block the back car park entrance by 

parking on the double yellow lines – it is really dangerous as well as inconvenient.  

 

Reminder - Morning PE Lessons – changes to wearing kit to school  

Just to repeat the reminder that from 2nd January students will revert to wearing uniform as usual and bringing 

their PE Kit with them, and changing at the beginning of the lesson. Please ask your child to see their PE teacher 

if they are unsure of anything.  

 
Uniform Reminder 
We have made it absolutely clear that students may only wear a black, navy or dark coloured coat to and from 
school, and that all forms of sports wear is confiscated, whatever the weather. If students are cold, a school 
jumper can be purchased. We have also frequently reminded students that once they are in the building, they are 
expected to either place their outdoor wear in their locker, or carry it over their arm. Scarves and other items will 
be confiscated and returned to parents after school on a Friday. We’d be grateful if you could explain this to your 
child – we have a tiny minority of students arguing with the staff about handing over items; failure to follow staff 
requests will result in an immediate withdrawal from the main school.  
With the cold weather approaching, please take a look at the requirements for footwear. WE do not allow 
students (or staff for that matter, as we also have a dress code!) to wear UGG boots or similar, and if students 
wish to wear leather boots they must be worn underneath trousers. As ever, we’d like to thank the vast majority 
of students and their parents for supporting the school in this, and all other matters.  
 
From everyone at Harlington School, we’d like to wish everyone a peaceful, restful and enjoyable Christmas 
holiday, and we look forward to seeing everyone in the  New Year.  
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk
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