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Hints, Tips and Strategies.
Preparing for Exams Success
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Countdown to exams 2018 –
Number of school days left in each month:

Feb

15
days

March

21
days

April

11
days

May

Exams
begin

June

Exams

“If you think you can, you can,

if you think you can’t, you can’t!”

                    Henry Ford



Revision should be under way
To be effective, revision must be:

●Active - always work with a pen and paper, look for key points, test
yourself. Never just sit down and read for a set period. Focus on
tasks, not time.  If you just read notes you’ll only retain about 10% of
the information.

●Organised - always ask yourself at the start of a study session "what
do I want to have completed in this session?" Have a plan for what
you want to cover this week and this month. Have an overview of the
priority areas in each subject.

Where?

Find a fixed place to study (a particular desk/room at home, a spot in the
library, etc.) that becomes firmly associated in your mind with
productive work. All the equipment and materials you need should be
within reach, and the room should be well lit and ventilated, but not too
comfortable! Turn your room into a positive learning environment.
Keep books and notes on the desk to a minimum and decorate your
walls with colourful notes and key facts. Music is fine as long as it helps
you to study and blocks out distracting noises.
The very best sound to study to is thought to be that
of Baroque composers or Mozart. Experiments show
that brains are positively stimulated and IQs boosted
by such music.

What?
Remember that it's all about being active and focused on tasks, not time!
Know at the start of a session what you want to have completed by the
end of the period. Make the tasks specific and realistic, not vague and
large.
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REVISION  - Do’s and don’ts
DO
1. Make a list of all the topics you need to revise:
Each subject that you are studying can be broken down into its
constituent parts, with main sections, sub-topics and supporting details.
A very useful start is to list out all the topics on the course according to
this hierarchy and use this as a 'revision checklist' for the subject.  Tick
topics off as you’ve learnt them.

2. Create a realistic schedule.
Block the waking part of each day into three portions. Allow yourself
one portion a day off and allocate subjects and topics to the remaining
two. Put the schedule on display so that your family can see when you
are available. It will also reassure your parents that you are in control.

3. Plan ahead by working backwards
By using revision checklists in your various subjects, you should know
what quantity of material has to be covered over the coming months.
Start from the final date (end of May) and divide your revision up week
by week, allowing some flexibility for unforeseen delays. Surprise
yourself by being ready in time! Use the timetables and other sheets you
have been given.

4. Revise using your preferred learning style.
Have you tried….. mindmaps, diagrams, colour, mnemonics, recording
yourself and listening back to it, rewriting your favourite song using
your revision notes for a topic as the words, walking round (Great for
kinaesthetic learners – try read out the positive effects of X standing on
the left hand side of the room and negative effects on the right hand
side).

DON’T
Just keep going! The body and the mind need regular 'time-outs'. When
you're tired, concentration is more difficult, you get distracted much
easier and learning and memorisation is less effective. There comes a
point in an evening study session when it is counter-productive to stay
at the desk - nothing is going in and you are only tiring yourself further.
Use breaks effectively, particularly after completing a task. Page  3



Making Your Notes Useful
The purpose of making summary notes on a topic or section is to aid your overall
understanding of material, to help you distinguish between what is really
important information (depth) and what is merely supporting detail. Reference to
the main syllabus topics will help the process of discernment within each subject.
In addition, good summary notes make retrieval of information quicker and
easier.

●Sort out your filing system
If you haven't already done so, get your subject folders and notes organised
immediately. Invest in some ring binders, dividers, plastic pockets, etc. Have a
separate folder for each subject (a permanent reference point) and then keep a
'current folder' for managing notes in progress.

●Less is always more
When writing notes, remember they should contain a summary, not an
extensive repetition of what is in the textbook. Don't crowd the page. Stick to
main headings and sub-headings. Use abbreviations where appropriate. Try to
reduce what you need to know on the topic down to one A4 sheet. Once you
have an overview, it is easier to fill out the detail.

●Make your notes visual
Ensure your notes have a memorable appearance so that you can recall them
easily. Use illustrations, diagrams, graphs, colours, and boxes ('a picture is
worth a thousand words'). Arrange the material in a logical hierarchy (title,
sub-point, explanation, example). Ideally, you should be able to close your
eyes in an exam and visualise a particular page of notes.

●Beware of transcribing and highlighting!
Merely re-writing the text from the book into your notes does not ensure
retention. Try to put things in your own words and devise your own examples
- this will make the material more meaningful. Only use the high lighter pen
AFTER you have previewed and questioned a text, thus ensuring you identify
the most important material and you avoid the creation of a fluorescent
textbook!

●'Save' your notes carefully
Practice following the logic of your computer files, when storing information.
Think - "Where does this material best fit (subject, section, topic, sub-topic,
etc.)?" In this way, you will ensure that it is efficiently processed and easily
retrieved both physically (during revision) and mentally (when you need it in
an exam). Page  4



Reading Better and Faster
Most students, when faced with a textbook or chapter to study, will 'start
at the beginning, read through at the same pace until the end, then stop
and put the book away'. This passive approach is a most inefficient way
to learn, as it can take longer and leave you bogged down in detail, with
no overall grasp of the subject matter. By adopting a more active
approach to reading, you can begin to read better and faster within a
very short space of time. The PQ2R method has proved to be most
successful in this regard. Try it for the remaining weeks of term and see
the benefits.

P = Preview
Begin your reading task with a quick skim (2-3 minutes) of the text,
trying to get an overview of the chapter or text. Look for section
headings, illustrative charts and diagrams, signposts or key words. Don't
start highlighting text at this point.

Q = Question
This is the key to active learning. Look for answers to the basic
questions of "Who?", "What?", "Where?", "Why?" and "When?"
Identify the main theme or learning point of the particular text.

R = Read
Now read the chapter carefully, with these questions in mind. Your mind
will be actively looking for answers as you read. Work with a pen and
paper, make brief summary notes, look for 'topic sentences' that
summarise the most important point in a paragraph or section and
highlight them, if necessary. Vary your reading speed - move quickly
over lighter, less important material and slow down when you come to a
difficult section.

R = Review
Always check your understanding of the material by reviewing and
testing your recall before putting the text away. Look at the notes you
have taken and check that they answer your initial questions.
Summarise your findings from this study session.
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How should I revise?
Try one of these……

A: MIND MAPS: Make mind-maps or association maps rather than tak-
ing linear notes. Mapping your notes by radiating key words out in a
pattern of links from a central point will make best use of your memory.
If you use colour and images on the maps, you'll be harnessing the
power of both sides of your brain - creative and logical.

How to mind map:
1. Start with the theme in the middle of the page.

2. Then develop your main idea.

3. Each branch must relate to the
branch before it.

4. Use only key words and images.

5. Key words must be written along
the branches.

6. Printing your key words makes them more memorable.

7. Use high lighters and coloured markers to colour code branches.

8. Make things stand out on the page so they stand out in your mind.
(This doesn’t show up well on a black and whole photocopied booklet!
You should use a different colour for each main branch and all its sub-
branches)

9. Brainstorm ideas.  Be creative.

10.  Design images you can relate to which will help you remember
key information.
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How should I revise?
B: Read intelligently. Spend five minutes flipping through a book or
your notes looking at headings and summaries. Then attempt to mind
map what you have spotted and what you can remember.

C: Use cards. Write questions on one side and answers on the other.
Then get your family to test you. Merely creating the cards will help
your recall. You can also use them to test yourself when faced with
'dead' time at bus stops or waiting for someone.

D: Physical learning: Use the environment Use a different room for
each subject.
●Notice aspects of the environment such as the light or feel of the

room - how do you feel in that place?
●Attach your notes to the furniture.  Notice their location.
●Associate a different location with each subject. Associate furniture,

windows, plants and ornaments with particular topics.

Using your clothes

●Associate items of clothing with topics in your learning - a shoe could
represent one aspect of foreign policy; each button on a shirt could
represent a quotation. Clothes with patterns, pockets and buttons are
especially useful.

Using the parts of your body

●Parts of your body are especially helpful as triggers to memory, as
your body will be there in the exam room! For example, each hand
could represent an essay plan – each finger one major topic; each
segment of each finger a principal reference you would use. The
fingernails could represent counter arguments; the knuckles could be
associated with relevant quotations.

Use motor memory

Study on the move. If you exercise, associate each movement with
something you wish to remember. To refresh the memory, go through
the exercise in your mind.
Writing, drawing and speaking also use motor memory: the fine-muscle
sequence is recorded by the brain. Page  7



How should I revise?

E: Condense. Fitting notes onto one side of paper makes them easier to
stomach, so rewrite and cut down as you go.

F: Highlight. Target key areas using colours and symbols. Visuals help
you remember the facts.

G: Record. Try putting important points, quotes and formulae on tape.
If you hear them and read them, they're more likely to sink in.

H: Talk. Read your notes out loud, it's one way of getting them to
register.

I: Test. See what you can remember without notes, but avoid testing
yourself on subjects you know already. Why not ask someone else to
test you?

J: Time. Do past exam papers against the clock, it's an excellent way of
getting up to speed and of checking where there are gaps in your
knowledge.
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Revising using only one  particular
“learning style” has no evidence of
success. You need to use a range of
techniques

●Reading something over and over
again won’t help you learn it on its
own – Use highlighting and
underlining
●“Cramming” has very short term

benefits but is not a sustainable way
to revise
●You have very little ability to judge

how well you know something
without testing yourself

Some myths about your brain

What are the top effective
revision strategies?
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● Use tests/past papers to identify
areas  of weakness

● Regular self - testing stops students
from forgetting

● Avoids the “illusion of  knowing”

● End to cramming for the tests and
revising huge chunks of content

● Every time you work hard to recall
a memory you strengthen it

● With exam revision repetition is our
friend

● Practise skills, knowledge and
timing

● Crafting and drafting exam papers
is vital

● Mastery of content should bring
happiness!

Page  10

Top  revision strategies



Fl
as

h 
C

ar
d 

A
PP

S

Page  11

TESTING HELPS YOU LEARN
Flashcards are a great example

● Don’t check answers until the end

● Mix up your cards so you cover
different topics & prioritise your
cards

● Keep repeating!!

Top  revision strategies



Many Vile Earthlings Munch
Jam Sandwiches Under Newspaper
Piles
=       ‘Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
          Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
          Neptune, Pluto’

BRAT for example could be for
bananas, rice, apple sauce, and toast

Or using a Mnemonic to remember to
spell the word said. You could use
‘ Silly ants in dresses’

●Defining key
    terms/events/people is a good
    way to learn- It makes your brain
    consider the meaning
●Convert the points of something

you read into questions to answer
later.
●Write information in your own
words & make links to other
details you know
●MORE EFFORT =

           BETTER LEARNING
Page  12
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Practising Exam Questions
To prepare for an exam, you must practice doing what the exam
requires you to do; giving out information, not taking it in! This
applies to regular class tests as well as the final exams.

Prior to June, you will probably have had the benefit of many class tests
and some modular exams where the GCSE conditions are simulated for
your benefit – you can learn a lot by reflecting honestly on your
performance in these tests. You also have the benefit of a wealth of
freely available information about the exams. Past exam papers,
marking schemes, study guides and examiners reports are all there to be
used.
-  Make use of past papers
These should be your constant companion in all revision tasks. For each
topic you revise, consult the past questions on this subject and then
attempt answers to them. Check your answers, fill in the 'knowledge
gaps' where necessary, and file away the correct 'model answer' in your
notes for future reference. You will also start to notice any trends in the
questions asked.
-  Follow the marks
Marking schemes are an invaluable aid to exam preparation (available
online from DfES, AQA, etc). You can see how the marks are allocated
for each question on the paper and what quantity or style of answer is
required in each case. This knowledge will greatly inform your revision
work and helps to remove the mystique of the exam.

Try a dress rehearsal
Each exam paper contains its own particular structure and challenge,
with varying emphasis on answering style and depth. While much of
your ongoing revision will be based on individual topics and questions,
it is a very useful exercise to tackle an exam paper in its totality (at least
once before June). It forces you to consider your strategy – the
questions you will want to attempt or avoid, the issues of timing, the
number of points you will need to make in each part of a question.
Having performed this exercise a couple of times, your confidence
levels rise as you fix on your strategy for the exam and realise that there
can't be any major surprises for you in June. Page  13



Top Tips on Exam Strategy
Success in exams involves two ingredients - having a thorough knowledge of the
subject matter AND making the most of your knowledge in the exam through
effective answering technique. Two students with identical knowledge and
attainment levels can sit the same exam and their final grades can differ by as
much as 25%. The difference is down to having an effective strategy and exam
technique.
Here are four golden rules to apply to all your GCSE papers:
1. Allow time to read the paper carefully
The importance of reading the paper carefully and choosing your questions
wisely cannot be emphasised enough at this stage. The natural inclination is
always to start writing immediately and launch into a favoured topic. Resist the
urge. Take your time. Be smart and size-up the paper before answering.
2. Stick to your game plan
An overall strategy should have emerged from your revision and exam
preparation in each subject. This covers the areas you will tackle, the topics you
will avoid if they appear on the paper, the sequence in which you will tackle the
various sections, the style of answering you will employ in each subject, the
amount of time you will allocate to answering each section. In some cases, this
plan will work like a dream but there will always be surprises to deal with in
some papers. Don't get flustered. Stick to your game plan, trust your judgement,
and move on.
3. Sweep up any mistakes
In the pressure of the exam hall, it is easy to make elementary errors. These will
sometimes have the potential to lose you a lot of valuable marks. Misreading the
instruction on a question can render an entire answer invalid. You might have
known the correct answer, but you didn't put it down. A simple miscalculation
can lose you valuable time as you try to figure out the balancing item. Be
disciplined with your time. Always leave a few minutes at the end to tidy-up
errors. Simply changing a definition / formula / calculation at this stage could be
the difference between a good and an average grade.
4. Attempt all questions
It is amazing how many exam scripts are handed up unfinished. Every year,
capable students who just didn’t get time to finish the paper lose easy marks.
Don't fall into this trap. Work on the basis that you will get an answer written for
the required number of questions. Remember that it is much easier to get the first
20% of the marks for any question than the final 5%. You can always polish an
answer further but, if there is no attempt made at part of a question, the examiner
can't give you any marks. BUT if the instructions on the front of the paper tell
you to answer a certain number of questions – stick to this -  don’t answer too
many! Page  14



Answering Exam Questions
1. Scan all the questions.
2. Mark all the questions you could answer.
3. Read these questions carefully.
4. Choose the correct number of questions in each section.
5. Decide on an order: best answers first.
6. Divide up your time, allowing more time for the questions with the
most marks.
7. Underline the key words in the question.
8. Plan your answer.
9. Stick to the point of the question.
10.  Write your answer.
11.  Use the plan at every stage – e.g. every paragraph.
12.  Check your answer against the plan.  Look out for mistakes.
13.  If you have time, re-read the questions and your answers and make
any necessary corrections.

Dealing With Distractions
· "I just start daydreaming"
Become an active learner. Always work with a pen and paper. Focus on a specific
task, not a specified time for your study.
· "I can't focus because I'm anxious about the exams"
Try to limit yourself to your immediate concerns, the things you have some
control over (preparation for the upcoming revision test) rather than the things
you cannot determine (like what questions the examiners will choose for this
year's English Lit paper.)
· "I often fall asleep when I'm supposed to be studying"
Try to get to bed on time over the coming weeks. A tired brain is very
unproductive. Get some genuine rest at the weekend. Be sure to get regular
exercise, even just a walk around the block at night to clear your head.
· "I'm constantly interrupted by other people"
Study in the location most likely to offer peace and quiet. Ask for consideration
from family members over the final run up to exams. Never have a TV, phone,
computer game, or music system within arm's reach while you are trying to
work. Make a rule of not taking phone calls within certain defined periods.
· "I keep thinking of other things while I'm studying"
Divide the study session into smaller, short-range goals which demand your full
attention e.g. vocabulary or poetry test. Keep a 'reminder pad' beside you, a little
notebook to jot down something that strikes you (someone to call, a job to do,
etc.) and deal with it after the study period. Having made a note of it, you can
more easily re-focus on your work. Page  15



Some key terms used in examination questions
Account for
Explain the process or reason for
something being the way it is.

Discuss
Explore the subject by looking at its
advantages and disadvantages (i.e.
for and against). Attempt to come to
some sort of judgement.

Analyse
Explore the main ideas of the
subject, show they are important and
how they are related.

Distinguish
Explain the difference.

Calculate
Find out using mathematics.

Enumerate
Make a list of the points under
discussion.

Comment on
Discuss the subject, explain it and
give an opinion on it.

Estimate
Guess the amount or value.

Compare
Show the similarities (but you can
also point out the differences).

Explain
Describe, giving reasons ad causes.

Complete
Finish off.

Express
Put the ideas into words.

Conclude
Decide after reasoning something
out.

Evaluate
Give an opinion by exploring the
good and bad points.  It’s a bit like
asking you to assess something.
Attempt to support your argument
with expert opinion.

Concise
Short and brief.

Factors
The fact or circumstances that
contribute to a result.

Contrast
Show the differences ~ compare and
contrast questions are very common
in exams – they want you to say how
something is similar and how it may
be different too.

Give an account of
Describe.
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Criticise
Analyse and them make a judgement
or give an opinion.  You could show
both the good and bad points.  You
could refer to an expert’s opinion
within this question.

Give reasons for
Use words like because in your
answer as you will be explaining
how or why something is that way.

Define
Give the meaning.  This should be
short.

Identify
Recognise, prove something as
being certain.

Describe
Give a detailed account.

Illustrate
Show by explaining and giving
examples.

Differentiate
Explore and explain the difference.

Indicate
Point out, make something known.

Interpret
Explain the meaning by using
examples and opinions.

Relate
Show the connection between
things.

Justify
Give a good reason for offering an
opinion.

State
Write briefly the main points.

List
An item-by-item record of relevant
images.  This would normally be in
note form without any need to be
descriptive.

Summarise
Give the main points of an idea or
argument.  Leave out unnecessary
details that could cloud the issue.

Outline
Concentrate on the main bits of the
topic or item.  Ignore the minor
detail.

Trace
Show how something has developed
from beginning to end.

Prove
Give real evidence, not opinion,
which proves an argument and
shows it to be true.
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What is stress?

• Stress is one of the body’s

• natural responses to something that is threatening or frightening.

• It is something that we all experience from time to time.

• Stress is not necessarily harmful: mild forms can motivate and
energise you.

• However, if your stress level is too high then it can cause
difficulties, including hindering your ability to prepare for and
perform during your exams.

Six strategies for dealing with stress

• Unfortunately there is no magic wand that will remove the
impact of stress on your life. Controlling stress is an active
process which means that you will have to take steps to limit its
impact.

Step One: Be careful about what you eat and drink

Step Two: Get enough sleep

Step Three: Take regular exercise

Step Four: Control your breathing

Step Five: Make time for fun

Step Six: Improve your study skills

EXAM  STRESS
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Performing on the Day
· Get a good night's sleep
While the temptation is to stay up half the night 'cramming' in more
facts and figures, the evidence suggests this approach is counter-
productive. In the context of a two-year course, an extra night's studying
can make very little difference to your knowledge. However, having a
mind that is refreshed, alert, and ready to respond to circumstances will
obviously be of far greater benefit.
· Arrive in plenty of time: To perform well on the day, you need to be
relaxed and to feel in control of the situation. This is difficult to achieve
if you have missed breakfast and are stuck on a bus in traffic or standing
on a train for 45 minutes as the exam time approaches. You will need
about 15 minutes 'quiet time' to mentally rehearse your exam and run
through your 'game plan' for the final time.
· Have your equipment ready
Each exam has its own requirements. Apart from properly functioning
pens, pencils, rulers, etc, you may need a calculator for the Maths or
Science exam. Drawing pencils may be required for diagrams in some
subjects.
· Think positive
On the day of the exam, remind yourself of the good things (the
material you know well, the revision you have completed, all the past
exam questions done, the good grades achieved) rather than dwelling on
areas of weakness. Having that self-belief will give you the confidence
to trust your judgement within the exam hall and 'hit the target'.
· Maintain your focus
There can be a lot of tension, drama, and hysteria in the air on the days
of an exam. You want to keep the balance between maintaining your
focus and interacting normally with your friends and classmates. Try
finding a quiet spot far from the madding crowd to 'warm-up' before
each exam and 'warm-down' afterwards.
· Beware of post-exam analysis
The more you participate in the exam post-mortem, the more confused
and disheartened you are likely to become. You can't change what has
happened, focus on the present and this will need your full attention.
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GCSE Art &
Key Revision Advice:
Coursework
You must make sure your three coursework units are complete. All sketchbook pages
completed to best ability, good quality drawings paintings etc. Written notes and artist
reference included in each project.  Refer to Assessment Objectives in all projects – (see
below)
UNIT 1 :MODERN STILL LIFE – Sketchbook pages and A2 painting
UNIT 2 :CULTURAL MASKS - Sketchbook pages and 3D Mask
UNIT 2:NATURAL FORMS - Sketchbook pages and Lino print (extension Clay sculpture &
A2 painting)
Exam work
You are currently working on you Exam 40% of total mark. As you prepare for the exam you
must cover the Assessment Objectives (AO’s) in you book. Follow week by week guide in
your sketchbook to meet deadlines

Key Dates
Exam Question Given out January 2018
10 hour (2 day) practical Exam – April 2018 (after Easter holiday)
Exam work and Coursework handed in for marking – beginning of May 2018

Recommended Resources & websites:
Art rooms available lunch and after school – arrange with your Art teacher,
School Network – Students shared area/art/GCSE Exam & GCSE Example
sketchbooks,   FROG
Create Pinterest board with ideas ,  Research Artists work on line with analysis of
their work
Use a variety of media available in the art room – Pencils, coloured pencils,
watercolours, acrylic, pen and wash,ink and bleach, mono prints, lino prints, clay,
paper mache, collage etc
Websites
Pinterest.co.uk  Theartstory.org  tate.org.uk artcyclopedia.com

AO1 (Develop)

Find relevant artists to look at

Use this work to inspire mini pieces of work

Make personal comments about this work

Visit museums, galleries, cities, parks etc to inspire
your work

AO2 (Experiment)

Explore different media in your sketchbook

Use different techniques and processes

Evaluate how successful your experiments have
been

AO3 (Record)

Collect and present only relevant imagery

Produce high quality drawings/sketches/paintings
etc

Take your own photos

Annotate your work

AO4 (Present)

Produce confident and high quality final piece/s

Ensure your work links to your prep work

(Designs in your book – final piece in the 10 hour
exam)
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Business Studies
Key Revision Advice (GCSE Applied Business-Edexcel):
●Learn the key terms and theory
●Prepare revision cards, mind-maps, posters
●Use class notes and revision guides
●Apply knowledge to different scenario’s/case studies
●Timed exam practice
●Attempt past exam papers
●Mark schemes can be accessed online:
●http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/applied-

business-2009.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Unit%2FUnit-2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-
materials

●Review answers and add corrections
Key Dates

Students will be sitting their GCSE Applied Business on the following day:
Unit 2 – 23rd May 2018

Recommended websites:
●https://www.tutor2u.net/business/topics
●http://www.beebusinessbee.co.uk/

Economics
Key Revision Advice (GCSE Economics-AQA):
●Learn key terms and theory
●Prepare revision cards, mind-maps, posters
●Use class notes and revision guides
●Timed exam practice
●Using exam booklets
●Mark schemes can be accessed online:

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/gcse/business-subjects-and-
economics-4130/past-papers-and-mark-schemes

Key Dates

Students will be sitting their GCSE Economics on the following day:

Unit 11 – 4th June 2018
Unit 12 – 6th June 2018
Recommended websites: http://www.tutor2u.net/blog/index.php/gcse-economics
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Chemistry
Key Revision Advice:

Please make sure you  know your assessed practical’s and can write about
them and draw diagrams from memory. This is the most important  thing !!
Please  :   Make mind maps on  the following topics :

Reactions of acids with metals,  carbonates and alkalis,
Crude oil , fractional distillation , cracking , alkanes and alkenes
Atomic structure and the periodic table

 Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

 The rate and extent of chemical change

 Chemistry of the atmosphere, water treatment , recycling

Make mind maps and spend time learning them. Use bbc bitesize or your science
book / Ker boodle online book .
You just need to Learn the info !

Recommended Resources & websites:

BBC bitesize – use Google to search the topic so you are directed to the correct
page
Kerboodle – to see the text book online
Fuse school – from YouTube as this explains things really well
Tassomai
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Design and technology- Graphic products
Key Revision Advice:
● Questions will be either of a recall, explain or apply type in the following areas
● Revise one small section at a time, but ensure that you give more time to topics that you have identified

weaknesses in.
● Test yourself constantly – do as many practice questions as you can
● Many of the exam questions will ask you to explain things. Make sure that you revise the skills that help

you do this effectively, justifying all of the statements you make.
● Product analysis will be question 13 so study the structure carefully.
● Product design question will question 12 (16 easy marks to bag!)so study the structure of this question.
● State ACTUAL materials, NOT: wood, metal, plastic, paper, card, WRITE: pine, mild steel, acrylic, PET,

aluminium, MDF, corrugated card board, folding board, cartridge paper etc
● Think back to the coursework and projects you’ve done to help answer questions.
● Product analysis will be question 13 so study the structure carefully.
● Product design question will question 12 (16 easy marks to bag!)so study the structure of this question.

Design question is worth 20% (16 marks out of 80 marks) of the exam so spend enough time on it. YOU
MUST ANSWER THIS QUESTION

● Design question: Use construction techniques you know… wooden joints- dowels, tabs, interlocking flaps
for nets, adhesive-PVA, line bending, vacuum forming, vinyl cutter, routing, scroll saw, pillar drill, fitting
hinges, fitting handles, euro slot, 2D Design V2, etc…

● The 2 ideas must be different. This means a different shape/design, different materials, and construction
methods. Include the thickness of the material and write the length, width and thickness of the product you
design. Reference the sizes that are given in the question.

● Revise materials and their properties
● Don’t repeat the same statement in the question or waffle. For example: Explain why the table is easy to

keep clean? Write: It has a smooth surface so no difficult grooves or slots to reach.
● Evaluate the products in terms of FORM (means the style/shape) and USER (children, elderly,)
● Evaluate the products in terms of PERFORMANCE (means technical considerations) & MATERIALS &

COMPONENTS (How should the materials perform? (E.g. Aluminium is corrosion resistant so can be
kept outside for a longer period without deteriorating)

● Evaluate the products in terms of FUNCTION (what does it do, what is it for?) and SUSTAINABILITY
(FSC – wood from a managed source to make cardboard, also look at the  materials used – plastics are oil
based and non-renewable)

● Evaluate the products (6 marks) include advantages and disadvantages
● Questions on ENVIRONMENT and SUSTAINABILITY – look at cradle to grave. Start to finish

raw materials – transportation – manufacturing – packaging – using the product - throwing it away.
● Read through the questions carefully. Spend a greater time on the 8 mark and 6 mark questions.
● Multiple choice questions – eliminate the incorrect answers then go for the correct answer.
● Multiple choice questions – Guess if you have to, you won’t lose marks!

You must complete your coursework element it is work 60% of your GCSE that is a C grade
that you have control of before you sit a written exam.

Key Dates
          19-Jun-18 AM 1h 30 mins Design and Technology (graphic products) Unit 2 Written exam 5GR02

Recommended Resources & websites:
- GCSE D & T Graphic products essentials ISBN 978-1-906415-49-5 (you have a copy)
- Edexcel GCSE Design and Technology: Graphic Products ISBN 978-1-84690-754-8

- www.technologystudent.com
- For past paper visit http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
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Design and Technology- Resistant Materials
Key Revision Advice:
● Questions will be either of a recall, explain or apply type in the following areas
● Revise one small section at a time, but ensure that you give more time to topics that you have identified

weaknesses in.
● Test yourself constantly
● do as many practice questions as you can
● Many of the exam questions will ask you to explain things. Make sure that you revise the skills that help

you do this effectively, justifying all of the statements you make. Use a connective, for example: so,
therefore, because for questions with 2 or more marks

● State ACTUAL materials, NOT: wood, metal, plastic, WRITE: pine, mild steel, acrylic.
● Think back to the coursework and projects you’ve done to help answer questions.
● Product analysis will be question 13 so study the structure carefully.
● Product design question will question 12 (16 easy marks to bag!)so study the structure of this question.
● Design question is worth 20% (16 marks out of 80 marks) of the exam so spend enough time on it. YOU

MUST ANSWER THIS QUESTION
● Design question: Use construction techniques you know… wooden joints, screws, adhesive, line bending,

casting, routing, scroll saw, pillar drill, fitting hinges, fitting handles, etc…
● The 2 ideas must be different. This means a different shape/design, different materials, and construction

methods. Include the thickness of the material and write the length, width and thickness of the product you
design. Reference the sizes that are given in the question.

● Revise materials and their properties
● Don’t repeat the same statement in the question or waffle. For example: Explain why the table is easy to

keep clean? Write: It has a smooth surface so no difficult grooves or slots to reach.
● Evaluate the products in terms of FORM (means the style/shape) and USER (children, elderly,)
● Evaluate the products in terms of PERFORMANCE (means technical considerations) & MATERIALS &

COMPONENTS (How should the materials perform? (Eg. Copper is corrosion resistant so can be kept
outside for a longer period without deteriorating)

● Evaluate the products in terms of FUNCTION (what does it do, what is it for?) and SUSTAINABILITY
(FSC – wood from a managed source, also look at the  materials used – plastics are oil based and non-
renewable)

● Evaluate the products (6 marks) include advantages and disadvantages
● Questions on ENVIRONMENT and SUSTAINABILITY – look at cradle to grave. Start to finish

raw materials – transportation – manufacturing – packaging – using the product - throwing it away.
● Read through the questions carefully. Spend a greater time on the 8 mark and 6 mark questions.
● Multiple choice questions – eliminate the incorrect answers then go for the correct answer.
● Multiple choice questions – Guess if you have to, you won’t lose marks!

Key Dates 14-Jun-18 AM, 1h 30 mins, Design and Technology (Resistant Materials)
Unit 2:  written exam 5RM02

Recommended Resources & websites:

- Edexcel GCSE Design and Technology: Resistant Materials (Student  Book) (written by Barry Lambert)
ISBN 978-1-84690-755-5

- www.technologystudent.com

- For past paper visit http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html

Other Considerations
- You must complete your coursework element. It is worth 60% of your GCSE. That works out to
approximately a C grade, even before you sit the written exam.
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Key Revision Advice:

Re-read the texts (Macbeth, Animal Farm, An Inspector Calls, Jekyll and Hyde,
Sign of Four, Poetry Anthology)

Frequent quotation learning – try out various techniques such as post-it notes
around your room

Use your knowledge organisers or create your own!

Use the PIXL Lit app and use the quizzes available on
plot/themes/character/quotations

Buy study guides – COLLINS or CGP or YORK NOTES

Re-read all the notes you have made in your exercise books

Practise exam style questions in timed conditions

Key Dates

Exam dates:
English Literature Paper 1 22nd May
English Literature Paper 2 25th May
English Language Paper 1 5th June
English Language Paper 2 8th June
March mock – Literature and language - date TBC

Recommended Resources & websites:

BBC Bitesize
Youtube videos – Mr Bruff English
AQA website for practise papers
PIXL LIT APP
Genius (for poetry annotations)
Spark notes
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Food & Cookery NCFE Level 1 & 2
Key Revision Advice:
Students must achieve a minimum of a Pass in all assessment criteria to achieve a
qualification, this applies to both internal (Unit 1, 2 and 4) and external (Unit 3)
assessments.
Students must attend all flexi sessions in order to ensure their work is up-to- date
and of the best quality.

Unit 3 – External Exam Subjects to Revise
1.1 Explain what is meant be a balanced diet. Balanced diet: to include portion
control, water intake and dietary fibre, RI/GDAs etc.
1.2 Describe the nutrients that make up a balanced diet Nutrients: macro
(carbohydrates, fats, proteins), micro (vitamins A, B group, C and D), minerals (iron
and calcium), source, function, deficiency
1.3 Explain nutrient requirements for different groups of people Groups of people:
age (babies and toddlers, pre-schoolers, children, teenagers, adults, older) gender,
activity level, health conditions (lactose intolerance, nut allergy, coronary heart
disease, vegans)
1.4 Explain healthy eating advice Healthy eating advice: current UK government
guidelines on e.g. fat, sugar, salt, fibre, and fruit and vegetables.
1.5 Explain how nutritional information on food labels can inform healthy eating
Nutritional information: e.g. fat content, calories content, serving size
1.6 Assess a food diary and make recommendations - including current healthy
eating advice, individual requirements for a balanced diet, RI/GDA
2.1 Assess a recipe in terms of its contribution to healthy eating Recipe: eg, cooking
method, ingredients, portion size, serving suggestion, cost
2.2 Explain how the recipe could be changed to make the finished dish healthier
2.3 Describe other factors that could affect the finished dish Other factors: eg taste,
texture, moisture, appeal, appearance
Key Dates
Please see below deadlines for the course units
Unit 1 – 20 March 2018
Unit 2 – 20 March 2018
Unit 4 – 3 May 2018
Recommended Resources & websites:
Any GCSE book  on Food & Nutrition
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z48jmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/performance/0_performance_nutrition
_rev1.shtml
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/food-technology/ingredients-and-nutrition Page  27



French, German & Spanish

Key Revision Advice:

Use your exercise books and revision guide to help revise vocabulary and grammar
structures.

Use different techniques that help you remember vocabulary and grammar rules
(record yourself and play it back, use Memrise, create revision cards, get friends and
family to test you, make up a song).

Download vocabulary lists from Kerboodle

Buy a AQA GCSE revision guide & workbook online or at any good bookshop if
you do not already have one.

Listen to French/German/Spanish radio or podcasts on-line. Watch
French/German/Spanish TV on-line. Practice listening tasks using the audio files at
the useful websites listed below.

If you are watching a film, why not put French, German or Spanish subtitles on?

Key Dates

Remember the Speaking Exam comes first and will be between 09 April and 11
May

Recommended Resources & websites:

www.kerboodle.com
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.aqa.org.uk
www.memrise.com
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
www.gcse.com/
www.zut.org.uk
www.revisioncentre.co.uk/gcse/
www.wildfrench.co.uk/ (go to GCSE revision)
www.frenchrevision.co.uk/ www.spanishrevision.co.uk
www.germanrevision.co.uk
Padlet links – See Mr Bothwell
Bonne chance, viel Glück, suerte Page  28



Key Revision Advice:
Create/ use  key term glossaries to ensure you are revising your key terms from each topic
(Attend Miss Barnes’ flexi – Tuesday lunchtimes)

Revisit your command word help sheet, thinking about what each command word is asking
you to do and some of the phrases you would use in your answer to show you are doing this

Revisit exam technique strategies for answering questions – BUGing questions, practicing
PEEL paragraphs, GCSE (Attend Miss Barnes’ 9 marker master class – Friday’s 2:45-3:15)

Complete exam practice questions (e.g. from ‘practice question box from Kerboodle textbook,
or the ‘revision calendar’ sample questions you may have bought from your geography
teachers)

Read and annotate the pre-release paper 3 resource booklet with topic specific key words or
geographical terms (e.g. social, economic, and environmental). You may also consider what
questions could come up from the information given in each figure of the resource booklet.

Practice interpreting graphs/ analysing data using numerical skills (e.g. interquartile range)
(Attend Dr Afolabi’s numerical skills flexi – Mondays 2:40-3:20)

Key Dates

19th March – Pre-release booklet released for Paper 3
22nd May – Paper 1 Physical Geography topics – Natural Hazards, Living World,
Rivers and Coasts
5th June – Paper 2 Human Geography – Urban Issues and Challenges,  The
Changing Economic World and The Challenge of resource management
11th June – Paper 3 – Issue evaluation, Fieldwork and Skills

Recommended Resources & websites:

On line text book - Kerboodle
Pixl App
Revision questions from class teachers
Exercise books
CGP Revision guide

Cool Geography
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ Page  29



History
Key Revision Advice:

Monday (ADH-D8) revision sessions and Wednesday (HHH-D7) revision
sessions: Exam skills practice and revising key content- an updated schedule will
be provided.

Revisit your factors pages on Medicine and Britain c1250-present that affect
change and continuity in the History of medicine website.

Complete exam practice questions e.g. from revise EDEXCEL GCSE 9-1 books.

The books can be bought from the Finance office for approximately £6. It is a
worthwhile investment.

Key Dates

History Paper 1 Medicine in Britain c1250-present: 4th June 2018 am.

History paper 2. The reigns of King Richard I and John, 1189-1216 and
Superpower relations and the Cold war, 1941-91: 8th June 2018 pm.

History Paper 3. Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39: 12th June 2018 pm.

Recommended Resources:

Pixl App- History.

Revise EDECEL GCSE History (9-1) Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

Revision guide and workbook: ISBN 987-1-292-16973-6.

Revise EDECEL GCSE History (9-1) Superpower relations and the Cold war,
1941-91 Revision guide and workbook: ISBN 987-1-292-16975-0.

Revise EDECEL GCSE History (9-1) The reigns of King Richard I and King John,
1189-1216 Revision guide and workbook: ISBN 987-1-292-17640-6.

Revise EDECEL GCSE (9-1) Medicine in Britain c1250-present Revision guide
and workbook: ISBN 987-1-292-16972-9.

Recommended Websites:

https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zj26n39-      GCSE History bitesize.

http://www.fastpastpapers.com/page801.html-            Access to GCSE papers and
                                                                                      markschemes
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Mathematics
Key Revision Advice:
The only way to revise maths is to do maths. You will do much better spending 20 minutes doing
maths questions than spending two hours just reading a textbook. The more questions you do
yourself, the more you will get right, the higher your confidence will be, the more you will enjoy
your revision, and the better you will do in the exam.

If you are really good at fractions, for example, it is very tempting to keep doing lots of fractions
questions and then smiling as you keep getting them right. But unfortunately the exam is probably
not going to have more than one or two fractions questions. Although it can be painful, work your
way through the topics that you struggle with, because it is much better to struggle on them at home,
when you have time on your side and the answers available, than it is to struggle in the exam.

Practice using your calculator! Many people seem to assume that any question that lets you use a
calculator is easy, and all calculators work the same. Those people are wrong on both counts. All
calculators work differently, and unless you have used yours for lots of different types of questions
(trig, Pythagoras, negative numbers, indices), you might come unstuck in the exam. Find out if there
are any problems early enough to correct them!

Key Dates
Thursday 24th May at 9am
Thursday 7th June at 9am
Tuesday 12th June at 9am

Recommended Resources:
You can buy the Edexcel Maths
Revision Workbooks (higher or foundation)
from the finance office for just £2
Recommended Websites:
The internet is like having your own personal teacher who is available for you whenever you like.
  - There are websites that can set you questions and mark them for you, take you through step-
by-step how to tackle certain topics, and use fancy illustrations and animations that might just
make that really annoying topic finally make sense.
  - There are maths games which you can play to practise crucial skills in a more fun way.
All this stuff is out there for you, so use it!

MYMATHS.CO.UK - login: harlingtoncs
                                 password: shapes3
PiXl Maths App
Download the PiXl Maths App
https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/PMA.html

Corbett maths 5 a day
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/

GCSE Mr Barton Maths – Exam Topic Booklet
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/students/legacy-gcse/gcse-maths-takeaway.html Page  31



Music – Eduqas Specification
Key Revision Advice

Appraising:
The answer is in the question – you have to answer in using musical language. Learn the
appropriate musical vocabulary and what it means: learn and understand all the words that
describe pitch, dynamics, tempo, texture, duration, structure and timbre.

Commit the key signatures to memory. Listen to a variety of music (you do not have to like it but
you must be able to understand what is happening in it) and try to pick out the instruments, work
out the tempo, dynamics, texture etc.

Listen and become very familiar with the two set works – revise these in detail.

Bring in a USB stick to download powerpoints used in lessons. Follow links to familiarise with
music played and use this to contextualise the theory covered in lessons.

Key Dates
Controlled Assessment: Friday double period to be used for composition and ensemble work.

Friday 16th March - Students must have recorded all performances and submitted both
compositions.

Performing:
● Ensemble – Groups and pieces must be specified to Mr Demianiuk & Ms Abbott as soon as

possible. Groupings cannot be changed. These must be recorded by Friday 16th March.

● Possibility to revisit solo performances to improve marks once ensemble performance is re-
corded (and before Friday 16th March).

Composition:
● Blues composition to be completed by February half term to allow for completion of first

composition in the second half of the term. Flexi sessions with Mr Demianiuk after
school Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday.

Appraising:
● Written exam: 6th June (pm)

Recommended Resources
Powerpoints used in lessons – bring USB stick for download (material to be migrated on to
FROG)
Google Play/iTunes store – download piano app for composition at home (Google ‘piano app’) -
should be some free ones!
Radio: BBC Radio (6 Music plays an interesting mix), Classic FM (rather more accessible
‘classical’ music)
Classic FM
Recommended Websites
BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm
Ear training - http://auralworkshop.com/
All web links downloaded on powerpoints used in lessons Page  32



Key Revision Advice:
Coursework
You must make sure your two coursework units are complete. All sketchbook
pages completed to best ability, good quality drawings paintings etc. Written notes
and artist reference included in each project.  Refer to Assessment Objectives in all
projects – (see below)
UNIT 1: IDENTITY - Sketchbook pages and final piece/s
UNIT 2: THE DECISIVE MOMENT - Sketchbook pages and final piece/s

Exam work
You are currently working on your Exam, which is 40% of your total mark. As you
prepare for the exam you must cover the Assessment Objectives (AO’s) in your
book. Follow week by week guide in your sketchbook to meet deadlines.

Key Dates
Exam Question Given out January 2018
10 hour (2 day) practical Exam – April 2018 (after Easter holiday)
Exam work and Coursework handed in for marking – beginning of May 2018

Recommended Resources & websites:
- Art rooms available lunch and after school – arrange with your Photography
teacher
- Create Pinterest board with ideas , Research Artists work on line with analysis
of their work, FROG
- Use a variety of media available in the art room – Studio lights, darkroom,
coloured pencils, paints, collage, Adobe Photoshop etc

Websites
Pinterest.co.uk              Theartstory.org          Studentartguide.com

artcyclopedia.com

AO1 (Develop)

Find relevant artists to look at

Use this work to inspire mini pieces of work

Make personal comments about this work

Visit museums, galleries, cities, parks etc to inspire
your work

AO2 (Experiment)

Explore different media in your sketchbook

Use different techniques and processes

Evaluate how successful your experiments have
been

AO3 (Record)

Collect and present only relevant imagery

Produce high quality photographs exploring lighting,
angles, compostion etc

Annotate your work

AO4 (Present)

Produce confident and high quality final piece/s

Ensure your work links to your prep work

(Designs in your book – final piece in the 10 hour
exam)
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Key Revision Advice:
● Identify areas of weakness in both papers; spend more time revising these

areas.
● Your exercise books have all of the information, but this can be a scary

amount – break work into chunks and make notes and refer back to them
regularly.

● PE is an early exam and is likely to be one of your first, for that reason, have
a heavy focus on PE in the build-up to your exams.

● Past papers are a great way to develop the habit of answering exam
       questions with exam answers – avoid writing answers as if you are talking to
 someone, answer in a more formal way.
● Do not leave any questions unanswered, always attempt to answer even if

you are not sure.
● Always read back through your paper if you have the time, add to answers

even if you are confident.
● Use the marks available – and determine if you have made enough points

(still not sure, add more again) and always link to a sporting example.

Key Dates
● Moderation window – March 31st – May 15th

● Coursework deadline – Marks to the moderator by March 31st

● Exam 1 -Physical Factors Affecting Performance – Wednesday 16th May
am – 1 Hour

● Exam 2 -Socio-Cultural Issues & Sports Psychology – Friday 18th May pm
– 1 Hour

Recommended Resources
& websites:

Revision World - https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/pe-physical-education
GCSE Bitesize - https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/ztrcg82
Mr Yates’ Blog - https://mryatespe.wordpress.com/ Page  34



Key Revision Advice:
Coursework
You must make sure your two coursework units are complete. All sketchbook
pages completed to best ability, good quality drawings paintings etc. Written notes
and artist reference included in each project.  Refer to Assessment Objectives in all
projects – (see below)
UNIT 1: BUTTERFLY SLIPPER PROJECT – Sketchbook pages and final slipper
design
UNIT 2: SELF PORTRAIT PROJECT - Sketchbook pages and self portrait

Exam work
You are currently working on your Exam, which is 40% of your total mark. As you
prepare for the exam you must cover the Assessment Objectives (AO’s) in your
book. Follow week by week guide in your sketchbook to meet deadlines.

Key Dates
Exam Question Given out January 2018
10 hour (2 day) practical Exam – April 2018 (after Easter holiday)
Exam work and Coursework handed in for marking – beginning of May 2018

Recommended Resources & websites:
Art/textile rooms available lunch and after school – arrange with your Art teacher,
School Network – Students shared area/art/GCSE Exam & GCSE Example sketchbooks,
FROG
Create Pinterest board with ideas ,  Research Artists/designers work on line with analysis of
their work
Use a variety of media available– Pencils, coloured pencils, watercolours, acrylic, mono, lino
or stencil prints, collage, hand stitching, sewing machine, felting, beadwork, bondaweb,  serif
–sublimation design etc
Websites

Pinterest.co.uk           vogue.co.uk            V&A.vam.ac.uk

AO1 (Develop)

Find relevant artists/designers to look at

Use this work to inspire mini pieces of work

Make personal comments about this work

Visit museums, galleries, cities, parks etc to inspire
your work

AO2 (Experiment)

Explore different media in your sketchbook

Use different techniques and processes

Evaluate how successful your experiments have
been

AO3 (Record)

Collect and present only relevant imagery

Produce high quality drawings/sketches/samples etc

Take your own photos

Annotate your work

AO4 (Present)

Produce confident and high quality final piece/s

Ensure your work links to your prep work

(Designs in your book – final piece in the 10 hour
exam)
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