
  
Harlington HEADlights  
 
 

Week 22: 2nd March 2018  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to start with an apology for the closure of the school today. As you know, I outlined the instances when 
we have to consider closure in a December edition of HEADlights, which I’ve reprinted it below for your future 
information. We employ a professional gritting company who grit the site overnight and the site team work 
incredibly hard to keep the building and grounds in safe order. Unfortunately we had a block of classrooms without 
any heating, the playground became extremely icy despite the overnight gritting, and the Paddington to Hayes & 
Harlington train route was suspended for part of Thursday, which is a main transport route for a lot of our staff. 
We were also really unlucky that our website hosting crashed when we updated it, and then our external phone 
lines stopped working on Thursday afternoon. This, plus the weather forecast for Friday led to the decision. I think 
that in my 8 years as Head we have only shut the school on 4 single day occasions for snow, but we always aim to 
remain open, providing it is safe to do so. My apologies also to the families who telephoned in to raise a concern 
that we were open on Thursday, but we felt that the site was safe and transport routes were good when we made 
the decision.  

Text messaging via Parentmail is our most useful communciaiton tool with parents. We believe that nearly every 
family is registered for text messaging, but we’d like to find out how successful this was last week. Therefore, we’ll 
be phoning a sample of families this week to ask you if you received the snow days messaging.. We’ll also be 
writing to all families to check that they have ParentMail, and to ensure that everyone is signed up, as this is now 
our primary communication method for messages to parents and carers.  

If for any reason there is a late decision to open the school due to the weather, students will not be penalised for 
arriving late. Here’s to hoping Spring arrives very soon!  

A new arrival! We’d like to congratulate Mrs Rai, Head of Year 11, on the safe and happy arrival of her baby son 
on the 20th February , and also wish Ms Barech good luck as she starts her maternity leave this week.  

Trips and Events this week  

Ms Gibbons took a group of Year 10 students to a Health Careers Fair this week, where they had an excellent , 
informative experience.  

 



We were also really delighted to welcome the Army into school this week , to test out home made rockets! It was 
a freezing day, but a good time was had by all! Thank you to Mr Jana and Mr Fish for organising this excellent 
project with the DT Faculty! 

  

STOP PRESS – we still have 5 spaces available for the Disneyland Paris Trip! – please contact Mr Bothwell for 
more information. 

World Book Day – the English Faculty pulled out all the stops! 

As ever , our lovely English Faculty entranced the students with their outfits from books – we hope you have a 
great time identifying the characters!  

 



Year 8 Options & Parents ‘ Evening Thursday 8th March 

We are looking forward to seeing Year 8 students with their parents and carers this Thursday. We listened to 
feedback from last year’s parents, and are offering not only the chance to meet students who are currently 
studying the range of GCSE’s that we offer, but also the opportunity to have a 5 minute parent – teacher 
consultation if you’d like to speak to your child’s teacher in an adjacent room . Your child will take you to the 
various faculties, and Mrs Hall, Mrs Stephens and the Head of Houses Mr Walsh, Mrs Osekita and Mrs Maidment 
will all be on hand in the front foyer for more general advice and queries.  

A big thank you to Hayes Muslim Centre  

The Hayes Muslim Centre kindly invited all of our Year 7 students to 
visit their Open Day Exhibition this week. It was a wonderful display 
of the history of Islam,  and we would like to thank Brother Ijaz and 
the other Imams, and Mr Siddiqui, one of the trustees, and a former 
Governor of Harlington School, for being so generous with their time.  

 

Finally I’d like to congratulate the following Year 10 and Year 11 students, for achieving Bronze and Silver Awards 
in the UK Math Challenge event – well done all! 

Ashmeet Madaan Silver 
Jas Chopra Silver 

Sahej Jassal Bronze 
Bruno Alve s Bronze 
Frazer Colaco Bronze 
Drubo Barua Bronze 
Hamza Mursal Bronze 

Priyanka Virdi Bronze 
Amneet Nandra Bronze 

Reben Beechook Bronze 
Augik Santosh Silver 

Mohammed Butt Silver 
Maleeka Saleem Bronze 
Charlott Beattie Bronze 
Fahiima Alirobleh Bronze 
Gagan Sandhu Bronze 

Ali Liaquat Silver 

2 Day Youth Mental Health First Aid Course: For Parents – 15th & 16th March  
We have been offered some training spaces for parents or carers to attend this course, which is being run by the 
company that provide our clinical psychology. If you would like to attend, then please follow this link to join. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2-day-youth-mental-health-first-aid-for-parents-tickets-42273612513 

Reminders, Information and Dates for your diary: 

Week beginning 5th March – Year 7 & 8 assessment week – good luck! 
Monday 5th  March – Year 11 PSHE Theatre production – Solomon Theatre Group –“ Skin Deep” looking at issues 
pertaining to averting knife crime and gang culture.  

Thursday 8th March – Year 8 Parents’ and Options Evening – detailed information has been sent to Year 8 parents 
separately. 
Week Beginning 19th March – Year 12 Work Experience Week 
Thursday 29th March, term ends at 12 Midday  

 

 



Previous information and reminders – thank you  

 
 

The ParentMail App  

Just a reminder that there is a free ParentMail App available for iPhone and Android phones. Please download to 
take advantage of this easy to use app for all your ParentMail needs. You can find advice on how to do this at 
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/customers/parents    

 ‘Snow Days’ Information  

We always try to remain open when it snows. If the school has to close, then it is for one of three reasons – the 
heating/food provision is not working, if the site is unsafe due to health and safety related to ice, or because we 
do not have enough staff in school to supervise the students. Many of our staff travel quite some distance.  

The main form of communication for whether the school is open or not is the school website. If you are signed 
up to ParentMail you will also get a text message.  

 ‘Snow Day’ uniform amendment means that students can wear trainers or boots to school, and can also wear an 
additional warm jumper, which will not be confiscated, provided it is not worn around the school. Please remind 
your children that ‘Snow Day’ operates on a day to day basis, and they must check the school website to see if it 
is in force. If they are not sure – they should wear usual uniform requirements.  

  

As ever, please do not hesitate to contact us with praise, queries or concerns, and we’ll do our best to help you.  
 
 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk
 


