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The SEND Faculty 

 

Harlington School supports the inclusion of all students including those with Special Educational Needs. The 

school supports students with a wide variety of physical, sensory, learning, emotional and mental health needs. 

These include SEN needs, statements and Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP)). The school also has a 

dedicated Specialist Resource Provision (SRP) funded by the Local Authority to cater for the needs of up to 

seven students with Physical and /or Visual Disabilities.  

 

Our aim is to provide the best possible educational opportunities for our students. We provide support for our 

pupils to further develop to their skills and prepare the students for their place in society. We work in 

partnership with parents, other professionals and the wider community. We offer specialist expertise, promote 

self-esteem by encouraging a positive ethos where individual differences are valued regardless of race, religion, 

culture, sex, disability or age. The school is funded by the LA for students with disabilities, and has a number of 

additional features to enable students to access every aspect of the curriculum. There is a general ethos of 

inclusion which was commended in the last three OFSTED inspections. All students with disabilities are 

involved in every aspect of school life and total integration is strength of the school with all students within a 

range of needs: SEND; EAL; Emotional and Behavioural needs, Physical disabilities etc., all working closely 

alongside each other in a very positive learning environment. Welfare Assistants are responsible for all aspects 

of care for disabled, visually impaired and hearing impaired students.  In addition to general welfare duties, 

other tracking student performance; daily transport arrangements; assisting with toileting, ensuring safety of 

students in lunch queues etc.  They are also fully time-tabled for class support and work with all pupils with 

special needs, including those with learning difficulties, and those who speak English as an additional language. 

Support is provided in P.E, Technology and Science for physically and visually impaired students, plus a varied 

range across the whole curriculum which caters for all students on school roll. A pleasant environment is 

available within the support unit at break times and is monitored by Welfare Assistants. Welfare Assistants and 

TA.’s have taken part in a training programme provided by the Borough representative for Speech Therapy and 

are an integral part of the schools CPD Programme.  

 

Harlington School is suitable for all students with disabilities as all academic classrooms are all on one level. 

The department has a purpose built, fully equipped physio-therapy room and facilities are in place for a 

physiotherapist to visit the school. The school has close links with the educational psychologists, speech 

therapists, physio-therapists, members of the sensory impairment team and occupational therapists who will 

work with students on a request basis. The department plays an important role in the transition from our primary 

feeder schools. All primary SENCo’s meet with a member of the Learning Development team to exchange 

information. Learning Development staff are deployed to the new intake for Induction Day to ensure that all 

students have a link adult for the day. Year 7 classes are allocated a high level of support. The SEND–SRP 

facilities provide a ‘safe haven’ for students to access at break times, lunch times and during the school day as 

needed. Exit cards are provided for students with social, emotional or behavioural difficulties who may need 

‘time out’ of class. SRP facilities enable students with physical disabilities and SEND to have privacy whilst 

eating, changing for PE, access to transport, lockers, toilets etc. The school has a minibus with a tail-lift to 

enable students with disabilities to undertake educational and recreational visits alongside their peers. 

Vulnerable pupils are escorted to and from lessons by LSA’s. Lunches are also obtained by LSA’s for pupils 

with limited mobility. 

 

Educational psychologists assess students’ needs via referral by Heads of Year. There is access to CFACS for 

pupils with complex needs. LA counselling services are also widely used within school on a weekly basis. Close 

liaison with parents, paediatric consultants, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, speech and language staff 

etc. are maintained. LSA’s have undergone training to carry out physio-therapy within school with named 

pupils. Specialist equipment such as hoists, special chairs etc. have been purchased for use of named pupils 

under medical guidance and recommendation. Flexibility is employed regarding the curriculum, on an 

individual needs basis i.e. if children have had surgery. In some cases pupils have had a late start to the school 

day with transport provided to ease physical symptoms of an illness or disability. Vulnerable students with 

emotional difficulties have exit cards to attend the department if they are stressed. In some cases students spend 

an extended time in the department, whilst receiving counselling etc. Reintegration programmes are planned 

when appropriate. The TA’s dedicated to working with pupils with EAL are also deployed in specific lessons. 

This team includes staff who speak a number of different languages including Somali, Urdu and Polish. The 

EAL Coordinator is responsible for maintaining the EAL register, EAL resources and the provision of support 

for EAL pupils within school.  

 


