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Week 2 14/09/18  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the first Harlington Headlights for this year, a weekly snapshot of what has happened in 
school this week, along with useful reminders for the weeks ahead I hope that you find it informative 
and useful, and we welcome any feedback for improvements and additions. 
 
This first two weeks of term have flown by, and it has been wonderful to see the new Year 7’s getting 
to know their way around, and to hear their excited chatter about their favourite lessons. We are very 
much looking forward to getting to know them better. We also welcomed the new 6th Form into school 
this week, and know that they will be wise guides and mentors to students lower down in the school. I 
am sure that they will be inspired to know that we had the largest cohort ever going on to university 
and high calibre apprenticeships this year – good luck to all our alumni as they progress to the next 
stage in their lives! 
 
Uniform standards are excellent from all at the beginning of term – thank you to all parents and carers 
who have supported us in maintaining this standard. We’re sometimes asked the reason for not having 
restrictions on hair colours; well, we believe that how you wear your hair is a matter of personal 
identity, and for some, an important part of their culture or faith. However, we do expect students to 
wear our uniform to our expected standards, to bring us closer together as a school community, and as 
a matter of pride and respect for the school they choose to attend. It has been a week of great pride for 
me this week, visiting lessons, and seeing students working hard and wearing their uniform in such an 
immaculate way! 
 
You should have received both a link and a hard copy of this year’s Parent Handbook at the end of last 
term, but I reprint the link here for you, and copies will be available at the Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor 
Evening’ next Thursday.  https://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/  
 

We are launching our on -line home learning system on ‘Frog’ this 
month, and you should be able to track and see your child’s homework 
fully from next week on the platform.  Home learning is set as one of the 
‘3P’s’ – your son or daughter should be Prepping for their next lesson, or 
Practicing a skill or new knowledge, or preparing Project work. I’ve 
attached the FROG student guide to this week’s HEADlights. 

 
 
We listened carefully to parental feedback from last year, and are working on a number of things as a 
result of that feedback.  We are devising a more user - friendly data progress sheet for Years 7 & 8, and 
will be utilizing text and email as our main methods of communications with you. We sell stationery at 
‘cost’ price, and you can also purchase a scientific calculator or a Maths set from the finance office, 
and, as the winter draws in, we will be selling Harlington ’Beanie’ hats for a very reasonable price! You 
can also purchase GCSE Textbooks, and if we get a supplier discount, we pass it back to you.  
 
You requested separate Parents’ and Options evenings for Year 8, and we’ve arranged a parents’ 
evening for the Core subjects of English, Maths and Science as well as the Options Evening this year.  
 
 

https://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/


As you know, we have a theme every year that guides our community, and this year the theme is “The 
Year of Respect”. We will be promoting a different ‘sub theme’ each half term, including ‘what it means 
to be a good friend’, ‘anti – bullying awareness’ and  ‘celebrating diversity’. We will also be developing 
a new behaviour for learning policy, as ours has not been revised for a number of years. I hope that this 
focus will  address feedback from a small number of parental surveys, where satisfaction was in the low 
90% rather than the high 95%+ for this aspect of school life, compared to other aspects.  
 

This week we held assemblies for safeguarding and emotional 
wellbeing, and every student will be issued with a booklet that tells 
them where to seek help and support, both inside and outside of 
school. We employ a fantastic school counsellor and clinical 
psychologist, and have access to many agencies to help children 
and families who may be experiencing a tough time. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you or your child needs support.   
 
Mrs Hall, Head of Year 9, is also guiding the school community 
through our application to gain a Well Being Award this year, and 
we’d be delighted if any parents felt able to commit some time to 
working with us on this. Please make contact with her on 
jhall@harlingtonschool.org if you are able to support this 
worthwhile project.  
 
 

 
I am sure that many of you were as shocked as I was, to see the disorder and antisocial behaviour from 
a group of young people in Uxbridge town this week.  Whilst we are pleased that no students from 
Harlington appeared to be present, let me reassure you – and make it very clear to your children – that 
our behaviour for learning policy covers events that occur outside of school. We will not accept 
Harlington students bringing the name of the school into disrepute, and will deal robustly with any 
misdemeanor if it occurs.   

 
Last year we had more than 100 ‘Magic & Sparkle’ events 
that took place both in and out of school, and this year will 
be no different. Our first event of the term was the Year 12 
Army Day, which took place this week – please see Mrs 
Singh’s report and photos attached to this week’s 
HEADlights.  
  
A reminder to you also, that if your child is in receipt of 
Free School Meals, they are entitled to a 50% discount on 
any trip costs, and we also have a hardship fund if you are 
finding it difficult to meet the cost of any trip. 

 
 

I’d also like to direct your attention to a local tennis club’s lessons and 
events that take place at the Tripletts Community Tennis Centre in 
Hayes: 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/TriplettsCommunityTennisCentre/Coaching
/JuniorTennis  
 
 

 

mailto:jhall@harlingtonschool.org
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Diary Events and reminders 

 
Finally, here are some brief news and reminders for the next couple of weeks: 
 
Thursday 20th September: Year 10 Scholarship Trip to Cambridge University approximate return time 
4pm  
Thursday 20th September: Year 7 Meet the Tutor Evening - a chance to meet your child’s tutor and talk 
about how they’ve settled with us 
Friday 27th September: MacMillan Coffee morning in the front reception area. Cake and biscuit 
donations welcome for this worthy cause 
Tuesday 2nd October – Open Evening for prospective parents  
Wednesday 3rd October – school opens at 9.15am, following Open Evening  
 
 
** Please remind your child that we are a fragrance free school, and they must not bring any perfumes, 
aerosols or scented products to school; they should bring a roll on deodorant for PE. This is to protect 
students and staff with asthma and allergies. Thank you.  
 
 
We welcome parental feedback, so do please contact me if you have any concerns, or would like to 
comment positively on any aspect of school life, and we look forward to working with you this year.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
 
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 
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