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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to this week’s edition of HEADlights. I am sorry to have to inform you of the unexpected death this 
week of our guitar teacher, Mr. Butterworth. Mr. Butterworth was a peripatetic music teacher at the school for 
22 years, enabling many children to learn the guitar and the drums. He will be sadly missed, and our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family, colleagues and friends.  
 
What happens when it snows? 
With winter weather now on the way, I thought it would be a good idea to let parents know how we plan for 
snowy weather. The first principle is that we always aim to open the school, and we very rarely close for snowy 
weather. The only reasons we would consider a snow closure is if the site is not safe, for example due to 
excessive ice, or the boilers not working, or if transport links are down and we do not have enough staff to 
supervise the students. We have a contract with a snow clearance company to help keep the site safe, and our 
site team work really hard to keep the school open. We make a decision between 7 and 7.30am on the day, on 
whether we have enough staff to open the school - some staff travel a considerable distance.  
We post a banner on the school website letting you know by 8am whether or not school is open, opening late, or 
closed, and we’ll also send an email message via parentmail.  We ask you to check the website regularly in case 
things change.  
If the school is open as usual and then the weather worsens and we have to close early, we will ask your children 
to call or text you to let you know, and again post on the website and via parentmail email. If children cannot get 
hold of their parents, and are worried about going home we will supervise them in school until 2.40pm. Please 
remind your child that they can always go to the front office to use the phone to call you.  
If the school decides to operate a ‘snowday’ uniform arrangement, parents will be informed via the website and 
parentmail. Please note that this operates on a day by day basis and the school, not students and parents, 
decides on when it occurs. ‘Snowday’ uniform means that students can wear sensible boots or trainers rather 
than school shoes, and extra jumpers etc will not be confiscated.  
 

    
 
 
Preparing for Life ! 
As part of our 6th Form PSHE programme, Mr Rees, Mr Bell, Mr Farrell and Ms Keyes have been doing some great 
practical classes……… 
 

An amazing £1,663 was raised for Children in Need! Thank you for your generous donations!  



 
 

Year 12 Trips last week. 
Year 12s have been really busy this week. They went to a Higher Education 
Exhibition in Westminster, London on Tuesday 20th November where the students 
got a chance to speak to representatives from Birbeck, Bristol, Oxford, Durham, 
Exeter, Goldsmiths, Kings College London, Leeds, Loughborough, Manchester, 
Newcastle, SOAS, Surrey, UCL & York and discussed future course options.  
 
The year group were also taken to the Safe Drive, Stay Alive event. This , sobering, 
but influential theatre event is run with the police, in an effort to reduce young 
driver deaths. The students were stunned, but respectful of the event, and glad 
they attended. Here is what they had to say:  

 
 
“Safe Drive Stay Alive was so beneficial because as a teenager, you don’t always understand the risks you put 

yourself in by being irresponsible on the roads. The play helped me to understand that if I be silly when behind the 

wheel, I could lose my life. Losing my life over something as silly as a seat belt just isn’t worth it!” 

“The Safe Drive Stay Alive trip was excellent as they explained the downfalls if you don’t follow safety procedures. 

Also, there was a video that was touching and the stories told by the witnesses and the victims. The clearly 

explained about the impacts of what unsafe driving can do and how you could lose a lot in life”- Tyrrell 

“The trip was very engaging and emotional. It provided great info in a manner that our age group will understand 

and could relate to all that was being presented!- Sunil 

 



 Arrangements for Year 11 Mock Exams 
We’d like to wish Year 11 the best of luck with their mock examinations, which commence on Monday. Year 11 
parents should have received full details a couple of weeks ago. All students can access their individual timetable 
on FROG. This year, for the first year, we are allowing Year 11 to revise at home for the final period of the day as 
indicated on the timetable, although they may choose to leave at lunchtime instead. Year 11 are expected to 
make their way straight home if they are exercising this privilege – if we get any concerns or complaints from 
local residents or shop keepers, we will rescind study leave. Students can request an afternoon library pass from 
Mrs Maidment or myself, and we will also provide a supervised study room for any student who is unable to go 
home. A number of students may be asked to attend a specific afternoon revision session by their teacher. 
We’ve been impressed by the maturity and good attitudes to study from our current Year 11 so far, and hope 
that this continues.  
 

Diary Events and reminders 

 
26th November until 12th December - Year 11 Mock Examinations  
Wednesday 28th November  - Year 12 Oxford University Scholarship Trip – Approximate return time 4.30pm 
Thursday 29th November – Year 10 Parents’ Evening  
Friday 30th November – Year 12 ‘Hazards’ Geography conference – approximate return time 4pm 
 
ADVANCE NOTICE: 
End of Term is FRIDAY 21st DECEMBER, Midday  
Spring Term commences MONDAY 7th JANUARY 8am 

 
We welcome parental feedback, so do please contact me if you have any concerns, or would like to 
comment positively on any aspect of school life, and we look forward to working with you this year.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 
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