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Year Seven Catch-Up Programme 

The Government made a commitment to provide additional funding for Year Seven students who had 

not reached a National Curriculum Level Four in Literacy and Numeracy at Key Stage 2. The 

rationale behind the funding is that the earlier eligible students catch-up with their peers, the earlier 

they will be able to access the secondary curriculum completely. Harlington School has primarily 

used this additional grant to target support in small groups which are run after-school with specialist 

staff. The advantage of after-school classes is that it does not adversely affect students learning in 

other curriculum areas. We have also purchased additional resources such as online reading tests 

which helped to effectively identify eligible students.  

In terms of monitoring the impact of the programme, the following approach for raising awareness, 

accountability and tracking has been established:  

 Liaison of Literacy Catch-Up teachers with parents. 

 Faculty meetings with the Curriculum Leaders for English and Mathematics. 

 Liaison of Literacy Catch-Up teacher with the Literacy Coordinator.  

 Named senior member responsible for overseeing the Action Plan Outcomes 

 Termly results analysis with nominated SLT 

2013-2014                                          

All students were reassessed using online reading tests. 40 eligible students were initially identified in 

Year Seven while 11 students were identified in Year Eight. Eight additional students, who were 

admitted mid-term to school during the academic year, were also placed on the programme which 

brought the total number of students to 59. Approximately 30% of these students were Pupil Premium 

students. All the students were divided into eight groups consisting of between 5 - 8 students in total. 

Achievement was measured through teacher assessments at the end of each respective term. 

IMPACT: 44 students made more than expected two sub-levels of progress. Eight students made the 

expected two sub-levels of progress. Four students made 1 sub-level of progress. One student made no 

progress while 2 students were moved to alternative provision. Overall, 54 students reached at the NC 

Level 4 and are now consistently working at or above this level.   

2014-2015  

All students were reassessed using online reading tests. 41 eligible students have been identified in 

Year 7. Approximately, 55% are Pupil Premium students which represent a significant 25% increase 

from the previous year. These students have been divided into 4 groups of 10-11 students and receive 

regular focused class’s after-school as the previous year. The Schemes of Work involve reading and 

analysing narratives from a variety of genres, creative writing units where students write their own 

story, and a punctuation unit which involves students learning about a variety of punctuation marks in 

English. The parents/carers of each child have been informed about their child’s eligibility and their 

approval has been warmly received. Progress will be measured termly through teacher assessment of 

their levels as the previous year.                                                                                                   

IMPACT: 18 students made more than expected two sub-levels of progress. 13 students made the 

expected two sub-levels of progress. Eight students made 1 sub-level of progress. Two students made 

no progress. Overall, 61% students reached at the NC Level 4 and are now consistently working at or 

above this level.   
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2015-2016 

As the previous two years, all students were reassessed using online reading tests. 37 eligible students 

have been identified in Year 7 while 10 were identified in Year 8. Approximately, 26 % receive free 

school meals and are also classed as Pupil Premium students. These students have been divided into 4 

groups of 8-14 students and receive regular focused class’s after-school as the previous year. This 

year we have changed the name of the programme to Literacy Stars and are working on building the 

eligible student’s self-esteem, confidence and attitudes towards literacy to promote independence and 

resilience. We are also conducting action research investigating the link between achievement and the 

student’s mind-set towards literacy (Growth Mind-set and the Power of Positive Thinking – Dweck 

2008) This has had an informed effect with most students viewing the intervention as an exclusive 

club rather than a compulsory requirement.  

We have also created a network of reading mentors from our highly successful Sixth Form who 

provide targeted reading intervention on a one to one basis once a week. The Schemes of Work 

involve reading and analysing narratives from a variety of genres, creative writing units where 

students write their own story, and a ‘punctuation unit’ which involves students learning about a 

variety of punctuation marks in English. These schemes have been adapted to incorporate all learning 

styles (Seven Intelligences – Gardner 2009) to create a sense of fun and excitement around literacy. In 

addition, we have generated individual literacy plans for each student and circulated these to all 

classroom teachers in an attempt to create a holistic and continual intervention strategy. The 

parents/carers of each child have been informed about their child’s eligibility and their approval has 

been warmly received.                                                                                                                                     

IMPACT: 25 students made more than expected two sub-levels of progress. 13 students made the 

expected two sub-levels of progress. Eight students made 1 sub-level of progress. Ten students made 

progress, however, they remain below level 4. These students will carry on with the programme. 

Overall, 70% students reached at the NC Level 4 and are now consistently working at or above this 

level.   

2016-2017 

As the previous years, students were reassessed using online reading tests. 48 eligible students have 

been identified. Approximately, 23 % receive free school meals and are also classed as Pupil Premium 

students. These students have been divided into 4 groups of 8-14 students and receive regular focused 

class’s after-school as the previous year. This year we have kept the new name of the programme as 

Literacy Stars and are working on building the eligible student’s self-esteem, confidence and attitudes 

towards literacy to promote independence and resilience. We are also conducting action research 

investigating the link between achievement and the student’s mind-set towards literacy (Growth 

Mind-set and the Power of Positive Thinking – Dweck 2008). This has had an informed effect with 

most students viewing the intervention as an exclusive club, rather than a compulsory requirement.  

We have also created a network of reading mentors from our highly successful Sixth Form who 

provide targeted reading intervention on a one to one basis once a week. The Schemes of Work 

involve reading and analysing narratives from a variety of genres, creative writing units where 

students write their own story, and a ‘punctuation unit’ which involves students learning about a 

variety of punctuation marks in English. These schemes have been adapted to incorporate all learning 

styles (Seven Intelligences – Gardner 2009) to create a sense of fun and excitement around literacy. In 

addition, we have generated individual literacy plans for each student and circulated these to all 

classroom teachers in an attempt to create a holistic and continual intervention strategy. The 

parents/carers of each child have been informed about their child’s eligibility and their approval has 
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been warmly received.                                                                                                                                         

IMPACT: 37 students out of the 48 made the expected two sub-levels of progress. Ten students made 

progress, however they remain below level 4 (one left the school). Overall then 78% students reached 

at the NC Level 4 and are now consistently working at or above this level. 

2017-2018 

All year 7 students were reassessed using online reading tests. 45 eligible students had been identified. 

Approximately 57% receive free school meals and are also classed as Pupil Premium students. These 

students have been divided into 4 groups of 9-10 students and receive regular focused class’s after-

school as the previous year. We have continued to address the programme as Literacy Stars and are 

working on building the eligible student’s self-esteem, confidence and attitudes towards literacy to 

promote independence and resilience. The Schemes of Work involve reading and analysing narratives 

from a variety of genres, creative writing units where students write their own story, and a 

punctuation unit (SPaG) which involves students learning about a variety of punctuation marks in 

English. The parents/carers of each child have been informed about their child’s eligibility and their 

approval has been warmly received. Students’ progress will be measured termly through teacher 

assessment of their levels as previous year. We have also created a network of reading mentors from 

our highly successful Sixth Form who provide targeted reading intervention on a one to one basis 

once a week. These schemes have been adapted to incorporate all learning styles (Literacy 

Planet/Word Mania) to create a sense of fun and excitement around literacy. 

Literacy Planet provides a broad range of writing content with lessons, writing exercises for 

persuasive, imaginative and informative texts. Word Mania allows students to improve the variety of 

skills involved - including phonics, spelling, and vocabulary and word knowledge. This has had an 

informed effect with most students viewing the intervention as an exclusive club, rather than a 

compulsory requirement. 

New context from this year onwards: 

This year was the first complete year where we were given the new national curriculum 

assessments descriptors instead of levels. In past years, primary school children taking SATs were 

given their results as a National Curriculum level. Any student below level 4 entered the Catch-Up 

programme. This was clear-cut and straight forward. 

As of September 2017, the format and marking system for SATs had been overhauled at Primary. 

Students no longer received their results as a National Curriculum level, but as a scaled score, and a 

judgement was made on whether or not they had reached the national standard expected for their age. 

The papers were marked externally, with no teacher assessment involved. Each child received a 

scaled score, and confirmation of whether or not they achieved the national standard (‘NS’ means the 

expected standard was not achieved; ‘AS’ means the expected standard was achieved). The 

range of scaled scores available for each KS2 test ranges from 80 - the lowest possible scaled score, 

to 120 - the highest possible scaled score. A scaled score of 100 or more means that the child has met 

the expected standard in each KS2 SATs test; a scaled score of 99 or less means they haven't reached 

the government-expected standard. As such, the year seven students who had not met the expected 

standard were retested using the NGRT Standardised Test (reading, comprehension and sentence 

completion). 

IMPACT:  45 students were identified for the Year 7 catch up programme. These 45 students were 

selected on the basis of NGRT testing – a reading age below 10 years would qualify the student to be 

placed on the Programme. This was done in consultation with all the student’s English teachers 
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including the Curriculum Leader for English, and using the schools CATS tests. 30 students out of the 

45 made the expected two sub-levels of progress, and reached their end of year seven target grade 

(formulated using CATS tests and FFT5). Although, fifteen students made progress, they remain 

below their target grade. These students will carry on with the programme. Overall then, 66% students 

reached there end of year seven target grade, and are now consistently working at or above this level. 

 


