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Week 28 & 29 - 26/04/19 –  03/05/19 

Reminder: Monday is a Bank Holiday!  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back, and I hope everyone has had a peaceful Easter break. We have a packed calendar this term for all 

the students, with many events going ahead, in addition to our everyday teaching.  

I’d like to start by commending the current Jack Petchey Award winners from this 

academic year. Each term, teachers and students are nominated for Jack Petchey 

awards and school council vote for the 3 students they think deserve the awards for 

outstanding effort or contribution to the school or wider community.  Each winner gets 

to decide how they would like to spend their £250 award within school and will attend 

the Hillingdon Award Ceremony at the Beck Theatre next year.  

Well done to Shanelle, Hamza and Mohammed! 

Shanelle Fernendes Year 7 

 Shanelle is a keen learner and is very confident. She always finishes her 
tasks and is a great motivator to others.  
 
Hamza Khan Year 13 

He has been a fantastic head boy thus far, but more importantly he has 
been engaged in a very selfless act. After school he has been running 
tuition session in the library for yr.11 students; and doing so of his own 
initiative.  
 Mohammed Haider Toha Year 11 

Recently taken on an extra maths qualification (GCSE in further maths) 
and is working extremely well both in class and away from the 
classroom. He shares his new higher knowledge with his friends who are 

good mathematicians and who are interested in learning new skills.   
 
 ‘Red Box’ Initiative – ending period poverty.  

You may have read that the government are going to provide free sanitary 

materials in schools from September. I am pleased to let you know that we are 

able to launch this from now, as Mr Adams was able to secure these for us at 

no charge. All of our girls have had an assembly and know where they can 

collect their sanitary products.   
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Response to the 2 surveys on additional training days and altering the delivery of the school day for a fixed 

PSHE slot.  

As you are aware, we recently conducted 2 surveys with staff and parents. These related to 2 proposals. The first 

was to have 2 additional training days in 2019 – 20 to support the introduction and implementation of our new 

behaviour for learning processes. The second was a proposal to extend the school day on a Wednesday to 3pm, 

to give a fixed timeslot for the delivery of PSHE, rather than the current rolling period across 2 terms. 

Outcomes 

Proposal to have 7 training days, reducing the number of teaching days by 2 to accommodate this. 

42 responses were received. Respondees were asked to ask if they agreed with the proposal, disagreed with the 

proposal, or had no strong views with the proposal. Most respondees were staff. Of the 42 responses received, 

41 /42 either agreed, or had no strong views with the proposal. 1 response disagreed with the proposal. 

Outcome: We will be going ahead with the proposal to have two additional training days in 2019 – 20.  Please 

see the attached revised term dates for 2019 – 20. 

Proposal to have a fixed period for PSHE delivery, and to end the school day at 3pm rather than 2.40pm on a 

Wednesday to accommodate this.  

42 responses were received. Respondees were asked to ask if they agreed with the proposal, disagreed with the 

proposal, or had no strong views with the proposal. There was a more mixed response to this proposal, and 

more parental responses. Of the 42 responses received, 18 agreed, or had no strong views to the proposal, but 

24 disagreed with the proposal. 

Outcome: We will NOT be going ahead with the proposal to fix PSHE slots and extend the school day on a 

Wednesday in 2019 – 20.  The structure and timings of the school day will remain unchanged.  

Thank you to everyone who participated in the consultation process.  

 

After School Homework Club  is open! 

Mr Stewart and the Learning Development Department will be running a homework club in B3; it will run 

Monday to Thursday, from 3pm to 4pm. B3 has computers, and so students can log on to ‘FROG’ to access their 

home learning and also their lesson resources, and our Learning Support Assistants will be on hand to help and 

support.  Students can also attend homework club every lunchtime in the Learning Development Department, 

where help is on hand from Mrs Thethi and her team.  
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Parents’ Evening Feedback – September 18 to April 19update 

As you are aware, we ask to you complete a survey at each Parents’ Evening and Open evening, and last 

reported back to you at the end of the Autumn Term.   This is so we can gauge your views on different aspects of 

how we work with you and your child.  Most of the questions are based on the questions that Ofsted ask 

parents, but we also include questions that relate to the stage your child is at or to seek your views on things we 

have introduced or are thinking about.  On the next page you can see the results.  

“You Said, We Did”: As a result of a parent evening survey last year where year 8 parents requested a ‘proper’ 

parents’ evening as well as options evening, we included one this year for the current year 8s and over 70% of 

families attended. We also asked about how you access Frog and if you would like support in using it from us—

Mr Parihar then worked with parents to answer their questions with Frog.  

We are really pleased that you are so positive about the work that we do to support you and your child in their 

time at Harlington.  This year, you have confirmed our belief that the vast majority of our students are happy, 

looked after well and feel safe at school, with them making good progress, developing their skills and being 

taught well.  We are also pleased that you think that we help you to support your child’s learning; moving onto 

the next stages of their school careers and preparing them for when they leave Harlington; and that 90% of our 

parents would recommend us to another family.   

There has been a slight dip in how positive parents are with regard to their child receiving appropriate 

homework.  Our records show that homework is being set regularly through the Frog platform… Please contact 

Mr Parihar if you would like help using Frog or you can look a the guide on our website 

https://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/virtual-learning-environment-frog/ 

About half of our parents say that they receive Harlington HEADlights, so we now ask you to check your contact 

information at every parents’ evening to enable more of you to receive it.  However, our records say that 91% of 

parents are registered with Parentmail and HEADlights is delivered through this platform —please remember to 

open emails from Parentmail—thank you.  

We have noticed an improvement since last year in how positive you are about how we deal with any instances 

of bullying.  During last term, we also surveyed students and they said that they felt we dealt with it well on the 

whole too.  We have noticed in the pupil survey and in PSHE surveys that they feel less safe whilst using the 

bus—we work closely with the Safer Schools team from the Metropolitan police and will be working with the 

British Transport Police on this too.  Pupils also said that they would like more information about staying safe 

online—please also use the link above to access information on FROG about keeping safe online, and also see 

the information on the school website.  

We will be reviewing our Behaviour for Learning policy for September in the coming months—Please let Mr. 

Nosworthy know if you would like to be involved.  He will be contacting parents who have previously said they 

would like to be involved too. 

Thank you for your contribution to Harlington Parent Voice—we really do try to take on board the feedback that 

you give us. 

 Mrs Stephens, Assistant Headteacher 

  

https://www.harlingtonschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/virtual-learning-environment-frog/


Parental Survey Summary September 2018 – April 2019 

  

Summary Sept 2018 - April 2019 % 

258 responses 

Strongly 

Agree 
Agree 

Neither 

Agree nor 

Disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

Disagree 
Positive  

Positive 

and 

neutral 

Negative 

My child is happy at this school 47 41 7 3 2 88 95 5 

My child feels safe at this school 45 43 6 3 2 88 95 5 

My child makes good progress at this school 35 49 14 1 2 83 97 3 

My child is well looked after at this school 41 44 12 1 2 85 96 4 

My child's emotional wellbeing and mental health is looked 

after at Harlington 42 36 15 3 4 78 93 7 

My child is taught well at this school 40 45 12 2 2 84 96 4 

My child receives appropriate homework 31 48 14 4 2 80 94 6 

This school helps my child to develop skills in 

communication, reading, writing and mathematics. 37 47 13 1 2 84 97 3 

This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 33 44 19 1 3 77 96 4 

This school deals with bullying effectively. 34 42 18 2 4 76 93 7 

The school helps me to support my child's learning 36 47 13 2 3 83 96 4 

This school is well led and managed 32 51 11 3 3 83 94 6 

This school responds well to any concerns I raise 31 46 16 4 3 77 93 7 

I receive valuable information from the school about my 

child's progress 38 41 15 3 3 79 94 6 

I would recommend this school to another parent 90       10 90   10 

I am happy with the information I have received about my 

child's transition to employment/further education 96       4 96   4 

Are you receiving Harlington HEADlights and other 

communications via ParentMail 55       45 55   45 

If yes, is the information in Harlington HEADlights useful? 100       0 100   0 

I am happy with the transition from Primary School to 

Harlington 100 0 0 0 0 100   0 

  

 

 



 

Ramadan 

The month of Ramadan is nearly upon us, and we have been working with our partners in 

the local mosque to ensure that all staff and students who are practicing Muslims are 

supported in their efforts to observe Ramadan.  

In order to do this we: 

 Provide WUDU washing facilities and a supervised prayer room, which is open for 20 minutes of both 

lunch periods  (as is the case throughout the year). The local Imam has confirmed that students do not 

need to miss lessons or schooling to observe prayers. This year the Prayer Room is open during the exam 

season from 12.40 to 1pm and 1pm to 1.20pm in A18 whilst the drama hall is being used for exams. The 

WUDU room is next to the exam hall so students must be silent when using, or we will have to close the 

facilities.  

 We provide inside PE lessons when it is hot, and space for students to sit quietly inside when they are 

fasting in the hot weather. Again, the Imam has advised us that there is no need to miss any lessons 

whilst observing Ramadan, but we will take care that students are not overexerted.  

 All members of the community are permitted a day’s religious absence for Eid – HOWEVER – Eid will fall 

on a day when there are public examinations this year. Students cannot miss their public exams for Eid, 

and the mosque will be reinforcing this at Friday prayers during Ramadan. All internal exams will avoid 

the day of Eid so that students do not miss their end of year assessments.  

We wish all members of our Muslim community good luck for their Ramadan preparations.  

Year 11 Independent Advice and Guidance.  

Langley College Open Day. There is an open day next week at Langley College on Thursday 9 May, 

4.30-7.30pm. This is a perfect opportunity for year 11 students to look at post-16 options. Please see 

the attached flyer for details, and the link to register is below:  

 Register for Langley College Open Day, Thursday 9 May, 4.30-7.30pm 

 English Shakespeare Story Telling Event 

Last Friday the English Department, in partnership with Harlington Library, were delighted to invite a 

Shakespeare's Globe Practitioner to deliver a performance of William Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's 

Dream' to 120 year 7 students. The performance was very lively and interactive with some students even having 

the opportunity to take part in the performance itself on stage. They were extremely enthusiastic and thoroughly 

enjoyed the performance. We hope that this has further inspired their interest in Shakespeare. We’d like to say a 

big thank you to Mrs McAteer, the Head Librarian, for facilitating this event for us! 
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Behaviour for Learning Foci for this term 

As indicated to you last term, we are focusing on three 

things this term, to make improvements to behavior and 

conduct. The first is that we have banned mobile phone 

use inside the school building at all times, and we are 

delighted at how well students have responded – well done 

to all! 

Secondly is our focus on how we wear uniform. Again, 

we’ve had some very good compliance, but we will be 

contacting a couple of families to ask them to provide a 

skirt that touches the knee. 

Lastly  we are improving our transitional behavior between lessons, and making sure that lessons start promptly. 

We are taking a firm line on any lateness to class or behaviour that is over - excitable.  

We are ‘yellow carding’ any student who does not comply – with 2 Yellow Cards = a ‘Red Card’ = an hours’ 

detention after school.  

 

We know from your feedback that you have appreciated the firmer line we have been taking recently, and we 

thank all parents who support us. We also know that the students who always conduct themselves well 

appreciate their efforts being acknowledged.  Having superb behaviour is something that parents expect and 

appreciate, so that their child can learn effectively.  

So far the vast majority of students have been excellent – well done to everyone who has not had a Yellow Card!  

 

As ever, we welcome all feedback, so if you have any positive comments or concerns about any aspect of school 

life, then please get in touch and we’ll be glad to help. Diary dates and reminders are below, and enjoy the Bank 

Holiday!  

Kind regards, 
 

 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 

 

Diary Events and reminders 

 
Monday 6th May - May Day Bank Holiday; Ramadan begins 
Tuesday 7th – Friday 10th May – Various GCSE and A Level Practical Examinations 
Thursday 9th May – Key Stage 3 Scholarship Rewards trip – approximate return time 7pm 
Monday 13th May – Commencement of the Public Examination Season – good luck everyone! 
Monday 20th – Wednesday 22nd May – STEM Summer School  
Thursday 23rd May – Year 11 Celebration Assembly  
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