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Week38 and 39–19/07/19 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have finally arrived at the end of the school year! Well done to everyone in the student body for all their 
hard work, positive attitudes and dedication to their learning! I would also like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank all of the associate and teaching staff, who have worked so hard this year for the students.  

We are saying goodbye to some staff today, and we wish them every success in their endeavours. I must firstly 
thank, and pay tribute to Mrs Van Boeschotten in the Learning Development Department, and Mr Folkson in the 
Arts Faculty, who are retiring after 29 and 39 years’ service respectively. Mrs Van Boeschotten has looked after 
our students with physical disabilities in our SRP, and also many hundreds of students who have found difficulty 
with their learning, over the years. Her calm, patient and kind manner have reassured many a student over the 
years, and she has created lots of ‘lightbulb’ moments when learning suddenly makes sense! She is always busy, 
and even on her last day yesterday she was taking the SRP students and their friends on their annual trip to 
Southend! 

Mr Folkson, in his 39 years here, has taught thousands of students drama. As a result of this, many have been 
inspired to read drama at university, and he also created future teachers of drama -  former students who have 
then come back to the school to continue his legacy. He has used the power of drama to help students explore 
their feelings, and how to get along with others, and also educated students about important matters such as 
animal rights, women’s equality and mental health matters. He will also be very fondly remembered for carrying 
his school keys and everything he needed in a tambourine! On behalf of the Governors, staff and all the students 
we wish both of these colleagues a very happy retirement.  

We’d also like to wish every success to the following staff, who are relocating, exploring new challenges or going 
back to university for further study: Ms Barnes, Mr Bothwell, Mrs Butcher, Ms Dos Remedios, Ms Gabriel, Ms 
Duff, Ms Ince, and Mrs Statters. Thank you for all your service to the school! We’d also like to thank the agency 
staff who have supported us this year.  Finally on staffing matters, we wish good luck to Mrs Richards and Ms 
Dadey, who will be commencing their maternity leave in September, and also to Ms Giandrini who is getting 
married over the summer! 

Achievement Evening – well done all!  

It was an absolute pleasure to meet with so many of you at this week’s achievement evening and many 
congratulations to all of our prize winners this year.  

Want to see more of life@Harlington? We will shortly be re-launching our Harlington YouTube Channel, where 
you will be able to see showreels from all the important events that take place in the school. One of our 
highlights each term is a slideshow of what we have been up to – and we will be uploading these to the channel. 
We will also have a showreel of our recent Arts Exhibition, and hopefully the A Level Film Studies final projects – 
do please take a look, they are fantastic showcases for the students’ work and a look into our life in school!  

Ms Cooke’s Summer London Booklet! 

Ms Cooke in the History Department has put together a great booklet of free or ‘nearly free’ places to go and see 
in London over the holidays! It is on FROG and attached here – we hope the students have lots of fun exploring 
and hope they go and visit at least one place over the summer! Thank you Ms Cooke! 



Arrangements for the beginning of next term 

A letter has already been sent out advising you of arrangements for September, and it can also be found 
attached this week . May we please gently remind you that we operate a staggered start so that the new Year 
7 can have a couple of hours in the school before everyone else arrives, so please note the start time for each 
year group – thank you. 

  

 
 
On Saturday last week we said goodbye to our wonderful visitors from China. We have learned so much from 
them, and it has been a pleasure to share both school and home life with the staff and students from HUZHOU 
NANXUN DISTRICT NANXUN JINXIU MIDDLE SCHOOL. I must commend all of the students who have been 
involved in hosting our guests. They planned the entire visit, and have looked after our visitors so well! I must 
also thank the families who have looked after our guests – you have given them an unforgettable experience, 
and I hope that many memories have been created! A big thank you also to Mr Bothwell, Ms Barnes, Mrs 
Butcher and all the other staff who have worked so hard for chidren in both countries to make this visit such a 
success, and to Mike, from the Global Youth Ambassador Project, who has steered our journey this year, with 
two visits to China, one to the UK and another visit commencing tomorrow! 
 

Zàijiàn, zhù nǐ hǎo yùn! 再见，祝你好运！ 

Wellbeing @ Harlington – future plans – a message from Mrs Hall  

As you know we have been promoting wellbeing this year, and we just wanted to share with you our future plans 
for emotional wellbeing and mental health here at Harlington.  

Whilst undertaking the work for the Wellbeing Award I became aware that an area of focus is to increase the 
involvement of parents and carers in this very important area of education. From September we would really like 
to hear from parents who are interested in working with the school to continue our journey of improving 
emotional wellbeing and mental health for our whole school community. We would also like to set up a 
WhatsAPP group for parents who speak different languages, so that they are further included in the things that 
are happening at Harlington.  



Our Wellbeing Strategy  

We want to support all our students to achieve their potential. We know that how they feel about themselves  and their  
place in the world can affect their  studies. When things are going well and your child is happy, we know that they can 
learn and progress. However we also know that if they are worried, anxious or have problems coping then this affects not 
only their  learning but also their mental health or wellbeing. 

Our Wellbeing Strategy is to support your children throughout their time at Harlington. This means we will  

• Provide them with support in their personal development as well as their learning; 

• Take an interest in them as a person as well as a student! 

• Educate them in ways to keep safe and happy; 

• Have a listening ear and open door policy so they can talk to someone if they’re are unhappy, stressed or  distressed; 

• Provide specialist help such as  a counsellor if we think they can help children better; signpost parents to outside 
agencies who are experienced in helping families and young people; 

• Ask you about what we can do to further support  your child. 

Please talk to us—we are here to listen! 

If you would like to be involved in either of these initiatives then please contact me at jhall@harlingtonschool.org  
Kind regards, Mrs Hall  

Scholarship @ Harlington 

Hillingdon Key Stage 5 Inter School Debating Competition  

On Wednesday of last week, four Harlington School students – Isha Khan, Asia Haji, Ben Glynn and Reuben 
Beechook represented the school at the 
Hillingdon Key Stage 5 Inter – school 
Debating Competition. We are delighted 
that they achieved 3rd place. The Harlington 
Team won all their debates, but 
unfortunately didn’t accrue enough points 
from their debates to win the competition 
overall. Nevertheless they had a great time 
and made many like – minded new friends 
from other schools. Well Done!  

 

The Harlington Nobel Peace Prize! 

This week I had the pleasure of listening to some of the Scholarship Presentations for the Harlington Nobel Peace 
Prize – well done to everyone to submitted an entry and presented so well – and well done to the following 
students for their winning presentations ! A big thank you to Ms Barnes for all her work developing scholarship in 
the school over the past couple of years, and good luck with your Masters’ Degree at Cambridge University next 
year!   

Bronze Award: Diya Aziz (9D2) 
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Silver Award: Hany Mohammed (10M1) Malak Altamer (10B2) Alon Gonsalves (10D2) Warren Fernandes 
(10D3)  

Gold Award: Nivaashini Chandrasegaram (10B2) Simran Malhotra (10D1)       Areesha Al Qadhi (10B1) 

Well done also to the following students, who are this term’s top ‘S-P-I’er’s! 

 

Reminder – new Behaviour for Learning Framework comes into force in September.  

You will be aware from previous communications  that we will be adopting a longer, ‘same day’ detention 
system from September. If your child is set a detention, you will receive a communication that day, and then 
your child will be required to stay until 4pm. If the detention is as a result of a removal from class for interrupting 
the learning of others, you will be asked to attend a short, 10 minute meeting with the teacher to get your child 
‘back on track’ and back  into class as soon as possible. We thank you in advance for your support if your child is 
set a detention and would like to congratulate the 600 students who did not receive a single detention this year!  

I would  like to end by thanking all parents and carers for their support this year. It has been a pleasure to teach 
and look after your children, and we have really enjoyed watching them learn and make progress. With best 
wishes for a peaceful summer. 

 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Ms E A Horrigan 
Headteacher  
 
Harlington School, Pinkwell Lane, Hayes Middlesex UB3 1PB 
T: 0208 569 1610 E: Enquiries@harlingtonschool.org 
www.harlingtonschool.co.uk 

Diary Events and reminders 
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Thursday 15th August -   A Level and Post 16 Results Day – school is open at 9am to collect results – good luck! 
Thursday 22nd August – GCSE results Day – school is open at 9am to collect results – good luck! 
Thursday 22nd August – 6th Form Enrolment – from 9am . External Candidates from 12 midday.  
Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September = Training Days – school closed to students 
Wednesday 4th September – Students arrive – Year 7 ONLY at 8.30am, Years 8 – 10 + HarlingtonAP students at 
10am, Year 11 at 11am, and 6th Form Enrolment by appointment 
Thursday 5th September – usual timetable commences  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


